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Despite a Big Constituency Acrossthe Country, Wallace
By CHRISTOPHER LYDOﬁ

Special to The New York Times

MONTGOMERY, Ala., Feb. 8
—Gov, George C. Wallace went
on statewide television for 10
minutes Wednesday evening to
voice his sympathy for striking ) . i
truck drivers and to urge Was‘n-J -
ington to solve the problems of
diesel fuel price and supply in a
hurry..

Nevertheless, the Alabama;
Governor is still the most pow-|
erful voice of popular discon-|
tent that the country has noti:
been hearing from on the over-
all energy crisis. Or on Water-
gate. Or on Presidential im-
peachment. Or, most important
perhaps, on the multiple strains
on conventional politics that
have created, to mary minds,
a fertile opportunity for this
most unconventional of Amer-
ican politicians.

Reticence, which is some-
thing new for Governor Wal-
lace, is the most striking fea-
ture of the interviews he freely
grants here. For a man who re-
shaped Presidential politics
with his third-party candidacy
of 1968, there is also a sur-||
prisingly mild-mannered, two-
party traditionalism in his view
of national campaigns ahead.

Watergate and Inflation

“Watergate has been on peo-
ple’s minds,” he mused in the
course of an hour's conversa.
tion last evening. “It bothers
them. They want it disposed of
one way or the other. But if
this Administration could solve
the energy crisis, if it could
do something about inflation
and unemployment and other
things that affect people’s live-
lihood, the Republicans would

- be in good shape in 1976.”

“Otherwise, the Democratic

- party would be in good shape,”|:
he added, toying with the plas-
tie holder of a long cigar, “if
they come back to the middle.
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Keepsa Low Profile on Current.

physical revival, he has many
reasons for contentment. By all
accounts he will win an over-
whelming renomination and an
uncontested re-election to an
unprecedented third term in the
Alabama Governor’s office this
year, Former Gov. Albert P
Brewer, who nearly beat Mr. ' o 21

Wallace in 1970, is pondering a .;
National Issues

s b ——

fresh race in the May primary,
but his challenge is not taken
seriously.

“If Jesus Christ and Robert
E. Lee were running for Gov-
ernor,” says one jaded former

Wallace ally, “they couldn’t get|pressing the viewpoint of these| Governor Wallace's political
into a runoff against George|people. The fact that I'm herelstaff is in constant touch with
Wallace.” and I have a big constituency|Robert. S. Strauss, chairman of

Mr. Wallace remains the un-/means that they will play a|the Democratic National Com-
\disputed captain of a vast na-|part.” .. .. |mittee, and the Wallace fac-
tional - constituency that in-| He is also, for the first time|iion has been intimately in-
cludes Republicans and inde-|since his segregationist stand in Ived in th " £
pendents but, in the Democratic|the “schoolhouse door” at the|VO!Ved in the counter-reforma-
party alone, places him second University of Alabama a decade|tion of party rules. Once ostra-
only to Senator Edward M. ago, being treated as a Demo-|[cized from Democratic dinners
Rennedy as the popular choice|cratic leader in good standing.|even in Southern states, Gov-|
for the next Presidential nom-|Senator Kennedy, among others|ernor Wallace is now a star!
ination, follewed the “sawdust trail” to|attraction.

“My role?” Governor Wallace [Alabama to honor the Governor| Perhaps, some friendly Wal-
mused, cocking bright beetle-|in a speech that Mr. Wallace|lace watchers believe, accept-
rowed eyes at a visitor, “My|delights in repeating, could|ance and the glory of recog-
ole is being still in office, in alhave been written by Ala-|nition are all he wants now. .
Half a mile from the Capitol

-

wrestigious position and still ex-|bamians.

I picture the Democratic party
having intelligence enough in its
leadership to come back to the
middle.”

By “the middle,” he referred
to his own views on such things
as military strength and school
busing for racial integration —
views that won him resounding
support in the Democratic Presi-
dential primaries of 1972,

. “The country’s economic situ-
ation being low — in a reces-
sion,” he speculated about 19786,
“and the Democratic party still
being controlled by the exotic
left-wing element” that con-
trolled it in 1972 — in that
event the third-party move-
ment might be highly success-
ful. But I don't contemplate that
happening.”

Appears to Be Better

Hunched in a wheelchair be- |
hind a . cluttered desk in the|
Capitol here, crippled below the |-
waist by bullet wounds but
evidently recovered from the in-
fection and depression that fol-
lowed the attempt on his life

.in May, 1972, George Wallace
is_a cheerfully mellow figure.

Bevond his " extraordinary

|

building, officers of the Wallace

campaign are charting another

race through the Democratic

primaries — experimenting al-

ready with “Trust the People”
as a sequel to his 1972 slogan,
“Send them a message.”

But on the Presidential cam-
paign, as on many things, Mr.
Wallace himself is noncommit-
tal, and probably unsure. “It
ymay be there won’t be any
necessity of that,” he said.
J“The message has already been
carried.”

For the moment at least, he
has no urgent new messages.
“Everybody’s talking about

Watergate,” he said in explana-|
tion of his near silence on that
subject. “I'd be lost in the
shuffle. Watergate speaks for
itself.”

The energy crisis, as he reads
his own constituents, is not a
reflection on the oil industry
but rather another item in the
long indictmeént of big Govern-|
ment. “They don’t feel there’s
any need for an energy crisis,”
Governor Wallace said last
night, “when we’ve got all those
bureaucrats and experts sup-
posedly working on it.”

Tax reform for the “average
citizen” is one of his most im-

!portan-t issues, Governor Wal-
lace says, but his targets—as in
his 1972 speeches — are “the
goultimillion-dollar foundations”
and the commercial ventures of
tax-free schools and churches.
He is not outwardly aroused by
the tax advantages for the in-
ternational oil companies.

- There are several plausible
political explanations for Mr.
Wallace's low national profile—
starting with the obvious prior-
ity of his re-election .in Ala-
bama. Watergate, furthermore,
is a potentially treacherous
issue for Governor Wallace
when his onetime finance di-

rector sits in jail for tax eva- .
sion, when his brother Gerald
continues ko be the target of an
Internal Revenue investigation .
and when a state highway scan- -
dal appears to be budding in '
the Montgomery newspapers.

Yel among Alabamians who
have made careers of studying
Governor Wallace, his un- -
wonted silence is also part of
the mysterious transition from
the near fatal shooting, a pef- '
sonal and political puzzle that
will likely not be resolved until
the fire bell rings for the Presi-
dential race almost two years
from now.




