: regainingi
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3 rance,

e
and

eimnlnves and of-
Tony company
up e money. inves-

“Aatiace’s . name
ieleRd- up 1n the case when|
The Montgomery Advertiser re-
|ported this morning that he
was involved in an automobile
wreck last. December while
driving a utility vehicle owned
by the allegedly phony com-
pany, Machinery and Supplies,
Inc., of Montgomery.
Investigators verified the
newspaper’s report. Mr. Wal-
lace, a lawyer who was involved
a few years ago in a Federal
tax investigation, could not be
reached for comment.

The current inquiry is being
directed by Attorney General
Bill Baxley. He will go before
a grand jury on Dec. 11.

A Potential Candidate

Associalad Press

Gerald Wallace
e ]

ing out the trust the people
have given us,” he said.

“If there be any instance of
misconduct or wrongdoing, I
would want the guilty promptly:
apprehended and punished.”

How much efect the scandal
will have on the Governor's

only on whether his brother is

other people are indicted.
Invsetigators say the Dec. 11
grand jury hearing will pro-
duce at least three indictments,
all against state employes or

A
mk”‘ihefur«; news of .G

‘Wallace's  accident ‘was

Areached’ very high because the
{amount of money invnived was| &
relatively small. He hoted' that}.,
the : money was . allegedly ,ob- |

. rorders—they requiré no bids

jcalled such fraud the work of

_1be in no discomfort. . i

political future depends not
indicted but also on how many

an interview oarlier:

lished, Governor Wallace
e did not.. think *the

tained through $500 purchase
and, thus, can 'be assigned to
companies at will—and ~ he
small timers. . N .

During the interview, Mr:|,
Wallace seemed relaxed and in

‘tgood spirits. The color was ba

in his face and he appeared

‘NOIC(l]ﬁl;I:Iitment’_ g
i He said that now and.again
he suffered a pang of abdomina|
pain, but Tothing serious enot|

average working day, he noted;

dictating letters, some is spent
at the Mansion 'exercising and
dictating letters, some is spent
in his office at the capital and
some is spent at public func-
tions. ;

‘Would he run for a third
term as Governot? .

He replied that he had made
“no commitment.” But friends
say he will announce his candi-
dacy shortly after Christmas.

What about 19762

to require any medication. His/@

begins at 8 A.M. and ends about| /2%
midnight, some of it is psenttl
at the Mansion exercising and

across  the natio
taining donation

to $10. M g
debt has now ‘been

« The m-cut
to about” $50,007 and will be
paid off by Christmas, aceord-
ing to Charles 5. Snider; ex-
ecutive director of the stam-|
paign. - Yk d‘
What will happen then t

‘the money that is ¢ollected?

Mr. Snider replied:

“This office, es of Jan. 1|

Mr. Baxley is ideologically
more liberal than Mr. Wallace
and is considered a potential
candidate for the Governor’s of-
fice one day. However, he has
said several times that he would
never run against Mr. Wallace,
who in recent months has re-
portedly been preparing to run
for next year for a third term.
Mr. Wallace, still crippled be-
low the waist from last year’s
assassination attempt, but al-
most  completely recovered
otherwise, said in a statement
issued late yesterday that he
had *“no personal knowledge”
of the alleged fraud other than
information sent him by state
investaigators. He urged all
members of his administration
to “‘cooperate fully with the
investigators.” '

“Confidence in government at
all levels is at a low ebb at
this time and I fee] it is in-
cumbent on all of us associated

investigator added:

“The thing could explode and
reach high in government. The
key is whether some of the
folks indicted early will talk,
whether they fear prison more|;
than the other people they can
implicate. One person under in-
vestigation already claims to|
have been threatened, though|
we doubt it.” ) '

Wallace Interviewed

In speechs across the state,
Lieut. Gov, Jere Beasley—a po-|
tential candidate for Governor|
—has talke repeatedly about “a
major scandal.” He has provid-
ed no amplification however.
A few days ago in Birming-
ham, State Senator Gene Mc-
Lain — the only announced
canddidate for Governor—told
a group of Jaycees:

“Th charges of corruption
and scandal which are being
leveled at the Alabama High-
with government to be diligent|/way Department at the present
and scrupulously honest carry-Itime are merely the tip of an

machine company officials. One|—

e

$ -
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will atté'mi::t to turn the Demo-lto state positions and recently

cratic party back to the peo-
ple. T don't think the people
would let us close.”

Mr. Snider was “really en-
couraged” by Governor Wal-
lace’s showing in a recent Gal-
lup Poll, taken before the high-
way scandal broke.

The poll found Mr. Wallace
the No. 2 choice of Democrats
‘to be the party’s 1976 nominee.
Only Senator Edward M. Ken-
nedy of Massachusetts topped
Mr. Wallace, !

During the interview, Mr.
Wallace - chuckled apprecia-
tively when the poll was men-
tioned but he refused to com-
ment on it.

Mr. Wallace also chuckled
about the Democratic party’s
recent:relaxing of its rules re-
garding - fwinner-take-all pri-
maries, “tinit-rule” convention
felegations and delegate quo-
as,

. He has been stymied by such
rules.for much of his political
life, but was unable to do any-
thing: about them until the
party came around to viewing
him as a political force to
be reckoned with. Then Wal-
lace men were put on key
party committees.

Political Accommedations

their

met with a group of black:
mayors only hours after crown- |
ing a black “Queen of Home-
coming” at the University of
Alabama, the school where a
decade ago he stood in the door
tancl tried vainly to stop integra-
O,

He denies that he has

changed or that he was ever
a racist. During the interview,
he said.
“This is mnothing new. 1
haven’t done any turnaround.
There have been some differ-
ences on powerful, Federal bu-
reaucratic control, but I've bee
meeting with blacks for years,
right here in the Governor’s of-
fice. I've always worked for the
good of everybody.” ;

How then would he like his-
tory to view him? He replied:

“T don’t have that much
sense of history. Let them say
that he did his best, that I
was the forum that the people
of this country could express
hearts and minds
through.”

Then he said that if he had
to live 1972 over again, even
knowing he would be shot, he
would not change the course
He added:

“People in public life have to

Mr. Wallace has begun mak-
ing some political accommoda-

~with a growing
. Alabama, he has

accept the dainger. I wlways
thought that if anything hap-
pened to me, it would be fatal.
I never thought I'd be para-
lyzed.”

.

WalIaces Political Future




