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H5i0 Bremer
Tried to
Kill Nixon
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UPPER MARLBORO
(Md.) — The defense of Ar-
thur Herman Bremer rested
‘today after presentin
anguished, often jumbled di-
ary in which the defend-
ant detailed his stalking of
President Nixon and Ala-
bama Gov. George Wallace.

There are passing refer-
ences to possibly shooting
Sen. George McGoven and
to the publicity value of kill-
ing the late FBI Director J.
Edgar Hoover:

The prosecution then be-
gan calling rebuttal witness-
es. It was not known when
testimony would end, and
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when closing arguments
would be presented to the
Jury of six men and six
women

.Bremer has pleaded inno-
“ecent by reason of insanity to
_shooting Wallace and three
-§thers at a political rally in
Laurel Md.

“The Prince Georges

County Circuit Court jury
“will have to resolve the con-
i ﬂjcting testimony about Bre-

- mer’s mental state given by

psycmatrists for the prose-
. cution and the defense.

The 114-page diary laced
with fourletter words and
!lamentations of failure, de-

,.b(.rlbed how ‘Bremer pur-
! sued Nixon with a pistol dur-
ing an April visit to Ottawa

| Canada, retreated in despair
and:

‘'to - Milwaukee,
i'then settled on Wallace
| while watching the film, “A
i Clockwork Orange.”

i Bremer wrote he brushed
‘his teeth, changed his
i clothes and went out to try
 to kill President Nixon at
i, the :U.S. Embassy in Otta-
i'wa, Canada, the Milwaukee
+ bushoy-janitor’s diary dis-
I closed today.

i It was just another failure
i'in"an elaborate assassina-

Wis.,

iition plot that might have’

- succeeded at least six times
"-last April.

Writing of his efforts to
‘get close enough to- shoot

-i,Nixon during his April state

. visit to the Canadian capital,
v Bremer wrote: “I had a
‘'good view as he went past
ime — past me for the sixth
time — and still alive.”

!
' But, Bremer said in the
i l14-page personal journal
[:County Court jury by de-
ifense attorney Benjamin
" Lipsitz that he didn’t shoot
'because he feared the hul-
i lets from his .38 caliber re-
v volver would not penetrate
|: the windows of Nixon’s car.
e T didn’t want to get killed
301 imprisoned in an unsuc-
i cessful attempt,” he wrote.
}3-“Cnulcin’t af:forci that.”
¢ The deferse rested aft-
i er reading the step-by-step
k  account of how Bremer

-read to a Prince Georges -

planned and failed to assas-
sinate Nixon in Ottawa.

Bremer did not testify in
his defense, but his father,
William Bremer, appeared
briefly in eourt. He dis-
cussed how he became blind
in one eye at age 9 but was
not asked anything about his
son.

Bremer, who faces up to
123 years imprisonment for
shooting Wallace and three
other persons May 15, de-
scribed partygoers he wa-
tched entering a formal of-
ficial function in Ottawa.

“To wear white tie and
tails and shoot Nixon.
Wow!” !

Worn Off

He said it woud not be
good to murder the Presi-
dent ip “an undershirt be-
cause ' some of the glamor
would - delmxtely be worn
off.”

At another point in the di-
ary, Bremer wrote of at-
tempting to waylay Nixon at
the U.S. Embassy. He re-
counted returning to his ho-
tel to brush his teeth and

.change his clothes hefore

taking a position outside the
Embassy. Nixon wasn't
there.

“T was overly concerned |

with my appearance and
composure after the bang
bangs. I wanted to shock
. the 8S (Secret Service)
with my composure ... I
will pay little attention to
these things on future occa-
sions. After all, did Sirhan
worry about his tie?”
Seeret Service
Faced with six frustra-
tions in three days Bremer

said he then and there con-
sidered gunning down a half

dozen Secret Service agents

“because I was mad at
them, myself and Nixon.”

Bremer, standing trial on
state criminal charges of at-
tempting to kill Wallace, de-
scribed the elaborate prepa-
rations he made to travel to
Canada and kill Nixon dur-
ing his state visit to Ottawa
April 13, 1972.

Bremer wrote in his dia-
ry: “From the bevmmng of
this plan, I planned to get

Aut

him - (President leon) at
the airport.” ]

Two days later still uncer-
tain of what to do he wrote
that he considered going to
Washington to find the Pres-
ident and try again. “You
can’t kill Nixie hoy if you
ain’t close to him,” he
wrote.

Security, tight since tne
beginning of the trial Mon-
day, tightened even further
today in the wake of an
anonymous telephone threat
that “we’re gonna get Bre-
mer” was received at the
Prince George County
Courthouse last night. Bre-
mer - described . {raveling
from, Milwaukee across
Lake Mlchxgan by ferry and
entering Canada at a point
not far from Detroit with
two guns hidden in his auto-
mobhile.

Gunpowder Smell

He made elaborate prepa-
rations to avoid being found
with the guns by washing his
car, trying to destroy any
smell of gunpowder.

He wrote that he was hit-
terly -disappointed that the
Canadian border guards
méide only a cursory check.
“T instantly lost respect for
the great badbordei inspec-
tion,” he wrote

4T thought what an ---—- I

was, I could have had
enough guns to startarevo-
lution in Canada.” -

The day of Nixon’s arrival
he dressed in his conserva-
tive business suit and wore a
“Vote Republican™ button,
carr?nng his gun in his pock-
et.

with a suit, short hair and |

I felt’ added confidence .

shaved,” Bremer wrofe in |

his diary.
But Canadian officials re-

" fused to allow him into Up-

lands and when he took up a
position along the motorcade
route the President sped by
like a “dark silhouette.”
“He went by before I knew
it,”” Bremer wrote.

The hearing ended abrupt-

.. ly about 11 p.m. last night

~when the court was cleared
following the: telephoned
threat on Bremer’s life.




