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W
ashington 
T

h
e b

u
llets th

at felled
 

G
e
o
rg

e
 C

. W
a
lla

c
e
 o

n
 

th
e
 e

v
e
 o

f h
is g

re
a
te

st 
ach

iev
em

en
ts in

 n
atio

n
al 

p
o
litic

s w
ill a

lso
 u

p
se

t 
b

o
th

 th
e co

n
d
u

ct an
d
 th

e 
calcu

latio
n
s o

f th
e 1

9
7

2
 

p
resid

en
tial cam

p
aig

n
. 

If he could recover in tim
e 

to
 resu

m
e so

m
e fo

rm
 o

f 
cam

paigning, the A
labam

a 
G

overnor m
ay find an even 

m
ore aroused 

c
o
n
s
titu

-
ency rallying 
to

 h
is cau

se. 
A

nd som
e de-

g
ree o

f sy
m

-
p
a
th

y
 v

o
te

 
m

ay
 fu

rth
er sw

ell h
is ex

-
pected victories today in the 

D
em

o
cratic p

rim
aries o

f 
M

ichigan and M
aryland. 

T
he governor had 210 del-

egate votes of the 1509 need-
ed for nom

ination w
hen he 

w
as struck dow

n. 
If h

e is fo
rced

 o
u
t o

f th
e 

cam
p
aig

n
, th

ere is n
o
 o

n
e 

now
 in sight to pick up the 

banner of populism
, tinged 

w
ith an overtone of segrega-

tion, that brought the gover-
nor 9.9 m

illion votes, or 13.5 
per cent of the total cast for 
P

re
sid

e
n
t, in

 '1
9
6
8
 a

n
d
 

seem
ed

 to
 p

ro
m

ise h
im

 an
 

equally strong follow
ing this 

year. 
N

o
 o

n
e h

as ev
er q

u
ite 

agreed on w
hether the build-

ing W
allace candidacy this 

year w
as a bigger threat to 

R
epublicans or D

em
ocrats. 

P
resident N

ixon has figured 
that he w

ould run better in  

th
e S

o
u

th
 w

ith
o

u
t an

 in
d

e-
pendent W

allace challenge. 
T

 h e D
em

ocratic N
ational 

C
o
m

m
ittee h

ad
 all b

u
t d

e-
c
id

e
d
 th

a
t it c

o
u
ld

 fa
re

 
m

u
ch

 b
etter in

 th
e b

ig
 in

-
dustrial states of the N

orth 
w

ith
o
u
t a th

ird
-p

arty
 W

al-
lace challenge. 

B
u
t m

ath
em

atically
, at 

least, W
allace h

ad
 an

 ev
en

 
b
etter ch

an
ce th

is y
ear to

 
w

in 70 or 80 electoral votes 
and deny his m

ajor party ri-
v
als th

e ab
so

lu
te m

ajo
rity

 
th

at is n
eed

ed
 fo

r a clear 
election by the electoral col-
lege. A

ll the available signs 
su

g
g
ested

, th
at h

e co
v

eted
 

su
ch

 a p
ro

sp
ect an

d
 w

as 
p

rep
arin

g
 to

 rev
iv

e h
 i s 

A
m

erican Independent par-
ty, in m

any if not all states. 
R

egardless of the gover-
n
o
r's ch

an
ces o

f reco
v
ery

,  

his shooting has undone four 
y
ears. o

f effo
rt an

d
 b

rav
e 

self-exposure by M
r. N

ixon 
an

d
 all th

o
se w

h
o
 co

v
eted

 
th

e p
resid

en
cy

. F
ro

m
 th

e 
P

resident dow
n, politicians 

had tried to pretend that the 
p
assio

n
s an

d
 th

e m
ad

n
ess 

that struck dow
n tw

o K
enne-

dys and M
artin L

uther K
ing 

Jr. belonged to a rem
ote and 

unhappy past, that the coun-
try

 w
as reco

v
erin

g
 its b

al-
an

ce an
d
 th

at co
n
tro

v
ersy

 
could again be argued out in 
a civilized m

anner. 

N
o

w
, y

et an
o

th
er h

u
g

e 
constituency o f A

m
erican 

voters has been m
ade to feel 

that it cannot, after all, safe-
ly pr e s e n t controversial 
view

s and electric personali-
ties to the electorate. T

hat is 
how

 the N
ew

 F
rontiersm

en 
felt w

hen P
resident John F

. 

K
ennedy and later his broth-

er, R
o

b
ert, w

ere g
u

n
n

ed
 

d
o
w

n
 b

y
 assassin

s at th
e 

peak of their political prom
-

ise. 
M

r. N
ixon, S

enators H
u-

bert H
. H

um
phrey, G

eorge 
M

cG
overn and E

dm
und S

. 
M

u
sk

ie an
d

 all th
e o

th
er 

can
d
id

ates th
is y

ear, lik
e 

W
allace him

self, had taken 
en

o
rm

o
u
s ch

an
ces sin

ce 
then to expose them

selves 
once m

ore to the crow
ds at 

airp
o
rts an

d
 in

 sh
o
p
p
in

g
 

centers to help the country 
reg

ain
 its p

rid
e an

d
 co

n
fi-

d
en

ce in
 o

rd
erly

 p
o

litical 
com

petition. 
T

hey w
ere heavily protect-

ed, but they knew
 that there 

really
 w

as n
o
 p

ro
tectio

n
 

against the enraged act of a 
suicidal assailant. 

M
r. N

ixon's first instinct, 

an grow
ls'. O

realcic 13 
** 

T
u

es., M
ay 16, 1972 

to revive security protection 
for S

enator E
dw

ard M
. K

en-
n
ed

y
, sy

m
b
o
lized

 th
e first 

re
a
c
tio

n
 e

v
e
ry

w
h
e
re

 in
 

W
ashington that the violence 

of the 1960s w
as not over. It 

also dram
atized the fear of 

K
en

n
ed

y
 an

d
 m

an
y
 m

em
-

bers of his fam
ily that w

hat-
ev

er o
th

er calcu
latio

n
s h

e 
m

ight m
ake, he ought not to 

tem
pt fate by exposing him

-
self to a national cam

paign. 
It w

as th
o
u
g
h
t h

ere th
at 

K
ennedy w

ould alm
ost cer-

tain
ly

 b
e co

n
firm

ed
 in

 h
is 

d
ecisio

n
 n

o
t to

 seek
 th

e 
P

resid
en

cy
 th

is y
ear, n

o
 

m
atter h

o
w

 g
reat th

e p
res-

sures that w
ere building up. 

A
 further consequence of 

today's shooting is bound to 
b
e
 y

e
t a

n
o
th

e
r e

ffo
rt to

 
w

rite stringent federal law
s 

ag
ain

st th
e in

d
iscrim

in
ate 

sale of guns. 
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