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SECRET SERVICE
SREADY T0 HRE |
T5NEW AGEATS

First Step in $3 Million Plan
-to Bolster the Strength
~ of Presidential Guard

$650,000 FUND SOUGHT

Over-All Program Calls for
205 More Men and Latest
Equipment for Detection

By FELIX BELAIR Jr.
Epecial to The New York Times
WASHINGTON, Nov. 27—
The Secret Service plans to
‘&égm strengthening its system
of Presidential protection by
adding 75 agents to its present
force, Secretary of the Treasury
Douglas Dillon announced to-

day.
As chairman of a special|
Cahinet committee studying

means of tightening Presiden-
tial security, Mr. Dillon said the
move would be a “first step”
in a $3 million program.

The program calls for 205
additional agents plus support-
ing personnel and the most
modern: electronic and other|
scientific detection eguipment,
he said.

To finance the initial man-
power increase, a supplemental
appropriation of 3650,000 will
be asked of the nmew Congress|
in January. The full “master
plan” of tighter security for the|
President will reguire 15|
months to implement.

‘Basic Emphasis’
. Mr. Dillon said »f the interim
plan that “the hasic emphasis|
will be on aore effective ad-
vancement and preventive worlk||
by the service in connection|
with Presidential travel, as wellll
as the use of more sophisti-|
cated equipment.” ;

The spectal Cabinet commit-|
tee was created on the recom-
mendation of the Warren Com-|
mission, headed by Chief Jus-j
‘tice Earl Warren, which in-
vestigated the assassination of||
President Kennedy. i

One purpose of today's an-
nouncement was to serve notice|
that the Cabinet committee was|
determined to maintain the Se-|
cret Service as “an elite corps”|

responsible for the safety of|
the President and that the ser-|

. agents are now assigned to the

' not be strictly separated be-
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vice's function of preventive in-
vestigation would not be trans-
ferred to the Federal Bureau of
Investigation or any other
agency.

The Warren Commission, in|

its report, took notice of a pro-
posal that the investigative
work of the Secret Service be
turned over to the F.B.I, as the
agency already having the
skilled manpower and equip-
ment to do the job.

The commission decided, how-'
ever, that a decision on this
must be left to the executive
branch and to Congress. The
announcement by Mr. Dillon, al-|
ready approved by President!
Johnson, signaled a decision ‘l:byi
the Administration to reject the
proposal.

The F.B.I .itself notified the
Cabinet group that it preferred
to work informally with the
Secret Service rather than be
required to assume the addi-
_tt}.onal investigative responsibil-
ity.
yOnIy about 60 Secret Service

White House detail, which has.
primary responsibility for Pres-
idential security. The 355 other.
agents are assigned to the 65
field offices in some 60 large
cities. -

Congress's View

Heretofore, Presidential pro-|
tection has been regarded by
Congress as the exclusive fune-
tion of the White House detail.
‘Over the years, Congress has
resisted requests for personnel
increases in the field offices
because it thought that such
offices were responsible only for

fighting counterfeiting and the|

forgery or theft of Federal
checks. i

However, all agents receive
intensive training in the tech-
niques and strategy -of Presi-
dential protection and are ex-
pected to function in that ca-
pacity whenever the President
travels in their area.

Beginning with his appoint-
ment as Chief of the Secret
Service in September 1961,
James J. Rowley sought to per-
suade Congressional appropria-
tions groups that in these days
of fast travel the ordinary work
of the field offices and the task
of Presidential protection could

cause the President might de-
cide to visit any area on short

notice. He had no success,
A. Demand for Action
Thus, one purpose of Mr. Dil-!

lon's announcement today was!

to confront Congress with the:
Rowley thesis and lo demand
that it act or risk the conse-
quences of opposing the War-
ren Commission's recommenda-
tion for expanded and intensi-
fied Presidential protection.
The plan includes more than

doubling the 15-member staff of
the Protective Research Section

on hand at the time of the Ken-
nedy assassination on Nov, 22,
1863, This. secion is responsible
for keeping track of persons
potentially dangerous to the
safety of the President. Under
the plan the expanded files of
the section would be more
quickly translated into vital in-
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formation through automatic
data processing.

Seventy-five is the maximum
number of new Secret Service
:agents - that could be fully
itrained by June 30, the end of;
the current fiscal year. Au-
thorization for the” 130 addi-
jtional new agents will be sought
jin the regular budget request
ifor the next fiscal year, to be
|sent to Congress by the Presi-
{dent in January,

; Devices Planned

' In addition to trained agents,
the Secret Service will be ask-
ing at that time for funds to
acquire the most modern scien-
tific detection devices. These
Pplans include equipping the

with the latest “intrusion dstec-

tion” gear. k

Also planned for the White!
House "are a special “radar
{fence,” a television scanning
‘system for the grounds and a
system for automatically flood-
lighting all areas upon intru-
sion of an unwelcome visitor.

The plan also provides for at
l_east one additional bulletproof|
limousine for the President or|
visiting dignitaries and protec-'
tive garments for agents cn
hazardous details.

In presenting the master plan
to the Warren Commission, Mr.
Dillon stressed the importance
of more effective liaison be-
tween Federal intelligence agen-
cies. He described as “inade-
quate” the liaison that existed
prior to the Kennedy assassina-
tion.

Mr. Dillon asked for five men
who would be specially trained
in this work. He said he was
doing so “not only because we
are doubtful that the present
flow of information is complete
‘but also because it is the only,
/way we can hope to get infor-
‘mation or follow-up material
|quickl}r."
| “Quick results are absolutely
‘essential for information re-
‘quired with respect to Presiden-
‘tial trips,” he said. “The use
of liaison officers is the system.
igenerally followed in the intel-
ligence community by other
‘agencies.”

jfence around the White House

27 Nov.

1964



