S¥Chronicle

Clark Repl!es;
To Attack
2y Hoover
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Former Attorney Gen-!
eral Ramsey Clark, whom |
J. Edgar Hoover deseribed |
as “jellyfish” and a “sof-|
tie,” replied yesterday
with some of the strong-
est words about the FBI
.director ever uttered pub-|
licly by a onetime head of |
the Justice Department.
| Under Hoover, Clark
said, the FEI has become
“ideological” and has lack-
ed internal diversity.
Moreover, he told news-
men, Hoover erred in call-
fin calline the Black Pan-

thers the most dancoerons
aroun in America.

“That is patently ahsurd.” |
Clark asserted. I said il at

vineed of it. The FBRI out-
numbears the black, nanthers
| seven to one, and if thev
can’t handle it, thrv should
have stayed in bed.’

Clark’s remrks came dur-
ing and after a press confer-
enice called here to announce
the creation of a Committee
for Public Justice 1o counter

America.

INTERVIEW

In the intsrview,

law enforcement official, was

repressive tendencies in

{ the time and I'm still con- |

Clark was asked to com-
ment on Hoover's descrintion |
of him as a “jellyfish” in an |
interview published: yester- |

day. “He’s entitled to his
opinion,” Clark replied. “He
never said it while I was
there.” ;

Hoover.:
| said that Clark, who was
President Johnson’s chief |

the worst attorney general!

. comings.”

Hoo
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offset by “two grave short-

“If an investigator has to
be anything, he has fo be a
disenthralled observer, a
hard, hard pursuer of facts,”
Clark continued. “He cannot
be ideological. For reasons
that are unfortunate, in my
judgment, the FBI became

ideological some time back. |

This has put scales over its
eyes.”
FAILURE

The other failure, he main-
tained, was the lack of diver-
sity within the Bureau. Clark
said there was an “intoler-
ance of different view-
points,” and that the last
man who dared question
Hoover ‘“has besn gone for
some time.”

Clark said that the pursuit
of the Communist party of

the USA “‘is anillustration of
the terribly . wasteful use of |
resources” growing out of
the 'FBI director’s belief in!
‘““the ideology of a different’
time.”

Clark wondered ‘“why it1i is|
so difficult for (Hoover) io:
begm civil rights mvestlga-:
tions’” and said there was a
question how good the FBI
was in 1nvest1gat1ng “unlaw--

ful police conduct.”

Before responding to ques-
tions about the FBI, Clark
expressed sharp criticism of
the recently passed Distriet
of Columbia Crime Bili,
which provides for preven-
tive detention of some sus-
pects and formandatory
sentences for some crimes. i

BAIL :

The bill's symbolism, he|
said, “is that force, violence
and stealth can protect
America.” He said that deny-
ing bail to some suspects was
based on the notion “that so-
mehow or other we can guess
in advance who is guilty and
who is innocent.” '

Clark is a member of the
executive council of the Com-
mittee for Public Justice,
which plans to investigate
pelitical repression.

Other council members in-,
clude former assistant U.S.
attorne ys general Roger
Wilkins and Burke Marshall,
and onetime Nurmeberg war
e~rimes prosecutor Tel f ord
Taylor. :

Playwright Lilliam Hell-|
man and novelist William!
Styron also spoke at the news
conference. Miss Hellman is
iha principal organizer of the
group.
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