Lilaw oLluin oAr o LLIC diagazine says Fpl Lirector J. BEdgar Hoover
confronted the late Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. in 1964 with some
wiretayps revealing King?’s alleged extramarital activities, and
King later toned down his criticism of ihe FBI.

An issue of the magazine released Sunday glves Time’s version
oI the 1964 Hoover-fing meeting in an article discussing a new
book about King by novelist John Willlams, '

.In his book ‘The King God_Didn’t Save,’® ¥illiams says the
ibzlggarted %apping Kings telephone and bugging his hotel rooms
n 162, =

Time pays Williams regorts that the surveillance uncovered
no subversion but *‘did turn up an astonishin% amount of information
about King’s extensive and vigorous sexual activities.’’ '
¥Willaims quotes one anonymous source as telling him that King
used a code. ‘*A very attractive woman was called ‘Doctor,? °F
the informant 1s quoted as having said. *°‘I forget the other
names for women not so attractive.*?

Time says *‘most newspagers i%ndred the rumors and leaks to
them of ging’s extramarital activities, but their existence wndermined
King’s effectiveness Just the same.%* -2

‘*The effect, says Williams, was one of slow political asghssination;
Ki? was spared 1t only by the bullet of James Harl Ray,? ¥ Time A
sa .

Ray pleaded gullty to killing King in 1968,
In fresenting its version of the Hoover-King meeting, Time saids
“‘Williams has the correct outline of the FET tape s%ory. What
he does not have is precisely what haprened at the celetrated
meeting between FEI Director Hoover and Kine in 1964 . :
‘‘Hoover, Time learned, explained to King just what damaging
rrivate detail he had on the tapes and lectured him that his
morals should be those befitting a Nobtel Prize winner., He also
suggested that King should tone down his criticism of the FBI.
Kinf toock the advice. Hig decline in black esteem followed, a
decline scathingly narrated by WWilliams.®®
The magazine says Williams argues in his book that King was
the, complicitous vietim of a ‘‘white power?® plot te manipulate
and ultimately destroy him. |
The fact that the FBI had been bugging King was revealed last
year b% FBI agent Robert Nichols in a courtroom in Houston, Taxe,
where boxer Cassius Clay was seeking to vacate a sentence for :
refugal to be inducted into the Army. One of the monitored conversailors
was between King and Clay.
Nichols testified he hag been 1in charge of the surveillance
of King until Hag, 1965, but that he understood i1t contlnued
until Xing®s death. Nichols was not allowed by the Jjuige to say
why King®s phones were tapped, but he said it occurred at a time
when King was attacking the FEI for assifning Southern agents,
r%§her than Northerners, to mrotecting eivil rights workers.
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Later, when Carl T. Rowan, A Washington news aper columnist,
e2id it was Hoover®s own idea t0 tag King’s phones, the FBI called
such a statement **scurrilous,?? and said all wirelaps nad
been approved by the then attorney general, Robert F. Kennedy.
fresident lilxon confirmed that Kennedy had approved the avs,
and Hoover wag reported as saylng the King tap was proposed by
Kennedy in 196Z.
former Atty. Gen. Ramsey Clark disputed the FEI version and
gald that while he was in office, Hoover reyeatedly asked for
authorization to tap King’s phones, but that all such requests
were refused, including one two days before King’s assassination.,
In an erticle in WcCallsds ma%azine last January, Clark called
on the government to say if if was true that tavpes from the King
wireptas were played to publishers, senators and others. :
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