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KATIENBACH GETS|
REBUFFBYHOOVER

[F.B.I. Chief Backs Agency’s
| Anticrime Effort in Reply -
to the Attorney General

By FRED P. GRAHAM
special to The New York Tlmes

WASHINGTON, July 22 —
'J. Edgar Hoover, director of
'the Federal Bureau of Investi-
'gation, took issue today with
statements by Attorney General
Nicholas deB. Katzenbach
about the bureau's efforts in
the campaign against orgainzed
‘crime, .

Mr. Katzenbach made his
remarks Tuesday in an effort
to deny published reports that
the bhureau was not fully co-
operating in the campaign. In
lan interview with The Asso-
ciated Press, the Attorney Gen-
eral said that the commitment
of Mr. Hoover and the F.B.IL
to combat organized crime
was “beyond gquestion.”

The interview followed an
article Sinday in The New York
Times that quoted informed
- |sources as saying that after
President Kennedy's death the
bureau ceased to cooperate fully
with the Justice Department's
campaign against organized
crime,

Denies Rivaly Exists

Today Mr. Hoover took of-
Ifense at two remarks Mr. Kat-
‘enbach made in the interview.
The F.B.I, director felt the re-
marks reflected unfavorably on
the bureau.

Mr. Hoover objected to the|

Attorney General's statement
‘that the F.BI. and others of
the 26 Federal agencies involved
in the anticrime effort “have
a great deal of professional
:Ipride and organizational jeal-
'ousy."” )
“While that’s a good thing,

1

" not wish to create an argument

. Lyndon B. Johnson. It suffered

sometimes it's a problem to get
the agencies to contribute their|
{information for the good of o‘ch-J
lers, rather than keeping it t0|,
themselves when they think|
they can make a good case by
going it alone,” Mr. Katzenbach
said. i
Through a bureau spokesman,
‘Mr. Hoover replied:
“Therg’s not a scintilla of
turh to that as it pertains to

ithe F.B.T. There is no organiza-
ltinmal wivalry ar horeancratie

eral, forced a showdown early
‘in his brother’s Administration,

He also bristled at Mr. Kat-|
zenbach's statement that, if
there was any tapering off of
cooperation after President|
Kennedy's death, “it’s because
hundreds of F.BI. agents were
assigned to the assassination.”

Mr. Katzenbach had also said
It.hat the bureau had ‘“more
jagents working on organized
|erime than at any time in the
‘past.”

Asserts Reports Continue

In Mr. Hoover's response, the

bureau emphasized that it did

with the Attorney General but
wanted to '‘clear up the record.”

A spokesman for Mr, Katzen-
bach replied that ““the Attorney
General has the highest regard
for the F.B.I. and its efforts in
organized crime.” He =aid the
Attorney General would have
no more to say on the matter.

Mr, Hoover, said, “There was
no diminution of reports by the
F.B.I to the Department of Jus-
tice affer President Kennedy's
assassination. Our reports con-
tinued as usual.”

The director's reaction was|
the first public friction between
the two officials since Mr. Kat-
zenbach took over the Justice
Department last September.

It blunted Mr. Katzenbach's
effort to soothe ruffled feelings
between the bureau and lawyers
in the Organized Crime Section
of the Justice Department. It
also underscored the independ-
ence of Mr. Hoover from Justice
Department control, a subject
of criticism in the past.

Baker Case Involved

The article Sunday quoted
reports that the bureau had
stopped giving Justice Depart-
\ment lawyers information on
/the investigation of Robert G.
|Baker, former secretary to the
|Senate's Democratic majority,
|the day after President Ken-
nedy’s death, The report said
that the flow of information
from the bureau to the organ-|

lized crime section had dropped

off within a month.

| The sources said that the
¥.B.I. had continued to develop
cases against racketeers but on
an independent basis that often
ignored the other agencies in
the antierime campaign.

Mr. Hoover's, independence
has grown under the successive
administrations of seven Presi-
dents, from Calvin Coolidge to

a setback when Robert F. Ken-
nedy, then the Attorney Gen-

but later Mr. Hoover was able

to regain some of his direct ac-|

‘cess to President Kennedy, re-

liable sources said.
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