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PRECEDE, DES MOINES DAY (A1401C) (500) 
.• BY JAN 

	

	
. ES BONNEY _ 

ASSOCIATED PRESS WRITER 
JACKSON, •MISS., DEC. 10 (0 ).THE USE OF WIRETAPPING AND ELECTRONIC 

EAVESDROPPING EQUIPMENTINCREASER DURING ROBERT KNOWS STINT AS 
U.S. ATTORNEY GENEIAL, 1111 *IRMO J. MAR HOOVER SAM IN A LETTER 
RELEASE) TolAy. 	-e4-44.-oroNwP04060100**(44404' 

HOOVER, IN A LETTER TO REP. M.A. GROSS, 1.40WA, PLACED FULL 
RESPONSIS/LITY ON KENNEDY, NOV DEMOCRATIC SENATOR FROM NEW YORK. 

SEN.KENNEDY, IN A‘STATEMENT ISSUED TRROUGH.HIS WASHINGTON 
OFFICE, SAID °APPARENTLY MR. HOOVER HAS DEEM MISINFORMED." 

ME QUOTED A FGRMEI FBI OFFICIAL, WHO WAS THE LIAISON MINER 
IETWEEN THE'FRI AND THE ATTORNEY GENERAL, AS SAYING THE Ott WIRE-
TAP AUTHORIZATIONS WHICH WERE SUBMITTED TO KENNEDY WERE IN THE 
SERIOUS NATIONAL SECURITY CASES. 

GROSS WAS IN MISSISSIPPI VISITING RELATIVES WHEN RE RECEIVED-THE 
LETTER FROM HOOVER. THE STATEMENTS WERE ALSO QUOTED IN NEWS STORIES 
TODAY BY CLARK MOLLENHOFF OF THE DES MOINES REGISTER AND MINNEAPOLIS 
TRIMS WASHINGTON BUREAU. 	. 
, "MR. KENNEDY, DURING HIS .TERM OF OFFICE, Exusno GREAT INTIMIST 

IN puma SUCH MATTERS, AND WHILE IN DIFFERENT METROPOLITAN AREAS, 
NOT ONLY LISTENED TO THE RESULTS OF MICROPHONE SURVEILLANCE BUT RAISED 
QUESTIONS RELATIVE TO OBTAINING BETTER EQUIPMENT,* HOOVER WROTE TO 
ows. 

GROSS HAD WRITTEN HOOVER EARLIER IN TIE WEEK QUESTIONING WHETHER 
ME FBI HAD ACTED WITH ,AUTHORITY FROM THE ATTORNEY GENERAL IN A 
MUER OF INSTANCES, INCLUDING EAVESDROPPING .ON SEVERAL LAS VEGAS 
GAMBLING FIGURES Am ON FRED D. BLACK ALONE OF THE BUSINESS 
ASSOCIATES OF ROBERT C. MOSBY) BAKER, FORMER SECRETARY TO THE 
SENATE'S DEMOCRATIC MAJORITY. 

MOVER SAID WIRETAPPING AND ELECTRONIC MICROPRONE 

 

SURVEILLANCE 

 

 

WIZ ALWAYS HANDLED IN A "CAREFULLY CONTROLLED MANNER" BY THE FDI, 
BUT HE ASSES THE USE OF THESE DEVICES "VAS OBVIOUSLY INCREASED A7 MR. 
szsmars INSISTENCE WHILE HE WAS IN *mew 

HOOVER SAID HE HAD A CONFERENCE WITH THEN-ATTORNEY GENERAL. 
NICHOLAS KATZENIACH ON MARCH 30, 1:065, AND MADE RECOMMENDATIONS 
*SIMILAR TO THOSE I IAD MADE TO EACH SUCCESSIVEATTORNEY GENERAL 
FOLLOWING TILE ADMINISTRATION OF ATTORNEY GENERAL TOM C. CLARK.' 
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HOOVER SAID 'SUCH RECOMMENDATIONS CONCERNED STRONG, SIMPLE CONTROL 

BY THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL OF PROCEDURES AFFECTING ELECTRONIC DEVICES 

UTILIZED BY ALL FEDERAL INVESTIGATIVE AGENCIES. 

'PRESIDENT LYNDON 14. Jonmsem ON JUNE 30, 065 ISSUED A MEMORANDUM 

TO ALL EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES'PRONIBITING WIRETAPPIN 

IN ALL CASES EXCEPT THOSE RELATED TO THE INTERNAL SECURITY OF THE 

UNITED STATES. 

'THIS PROHIBITION INCLUDED THE FACT THAT NO INTERCEPTION WAS TO 

• UNDERTAKEN OR CONTINUED WITHOUT FIRST OBTAINING THE APPROVAL OF 

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL. 

'THIS OF COURSE, IS THE PRACTICE WH ICH HAS ALWAYS SEEN FOLLOWED 

BY THE FBI." 

HOOVER SAID THESE ELECTRONIC DEVICES HAVE.'NEVER BEEN OPERATED IN AN 

IRRESPONSIBLE, UNAUTHORIZED OR UNCONTROLLED MANNER." 

IN WASHINGTON, A SPOKESMAN FOR THE FBI, CONFIRMING THE 

CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN HOOVER AND GROSS, WOULD ONLY SAY THAT 

HOOVER'S LETTER 'SPEAKS FORITSELF." 

THE - FBI,DIRECTOR ALSO SENT TO GROSS A. COPY OF LETTER ON MAY 254  

L9161 TO SEN. S. J. ERVIN JR., D-N.C., A MEMBER OF THE SENATE - 

JUDiCIARY COMMITTEE, WHICH SAW THAT AS OF FEB, 8, 19►60, THE yst 
MAINTAINED.TS WIRETAPS AND.67 ELECTRONIC LISTENING DEVICES, 'fa 

MAJORITY IN TIM FIELD OF INTERNAL SECURITY WITH A FEW USED TO MAIN 

INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION WITH REGARD TO ORGANIZED CRIME," 

GROSS IN RELEASING THE LETTERS SAID HIS ONLY INTEREST ""WASTO 

DETACH 'THE STIGMA THAT HAS FALLEN ON THE FBI" AS A RESULT OF 

WIRETAPPING CHARGES, 

CROSS SAID FURTHER *am OM 3S PART 141010 DEMO. ON-DEVEOPMENTS. 

REP. JOHN BELL WILLIAMS, D-MISS., ACCOMPANIED GROSS TO THE MEETING 

WITH NEWSMEN AND SAID THE IOWA REPUBLICAN "HAS RENDERED A VERY TINE 

PUBLIC SERVICE IN BRINGING THIS TO LIGHT."-  

(NB PICKUP) 

- GI27PCS 



'FURNISHING A SUMMARY ON THE USE OF WIRETAPPING 
THE LETTER SAID KENNEDY WAS GIVEN A MEMORANDOM JAN. 10, 1941 

BY THE FRI IN 

SEC3OP 

JACKSON, MISS. 	FIRST ADD FRI4IRETAP, A ZERN X I X THIS 

Te 	 .  

IN HIS-STATEMENT, KENNEDY SAID HOOVER SHOULD HAVE CONSULTED 

WITH. COURTNEY EVANS BEFORE WRITING THE LETTER TO GROSS, 

KENNEDY SAID EVANS SERVED WITH THE FRI 21 YEARS AND 'WAS

ASSISTANT DIRECTOR "WHILE I WAS ATTORNEY GENERAL' 

'HE (EVANS) WAS APPOINTER BY MR. HOOVER AS Mt-LIAISON 

OFFICER-BETWEEN THE FRI AND THE ATTORNEY GENERAL, AND IN THAT 

CAPACITY WAS PRESENT ON EACH OCCASION WHEN ANY MATTER WAS DISCUSSED 

WITH ANY REPRESENTATIVE OF THE FD/ INCLUDING THE NATTERS REFERRMD 

TO IN MR. HOOVER'S STATEMENT.? 

THE SENATOR THEN REFERRED "TOA.COPY OF A LETTER TO RIM BY 

EVANS, NOV A WASHINGTON LAWYER, AND WRITTEN FEB. 17 OF THIS YEkt. 

THE LETTER WHICH EVANS-SAID-WAS SENT TO EINNEDY-'1IN LINE Mir 

YOUR REQUEST AND IN CONFIRMATION OF OUR CONVEASATION° REFERRER TO 

'INFORMATION FURNISHED TO YOU (KENNEDY) DURING YOUR TENURE AS 

MONEY GENERAL BY ME AS AN OFFICIAL OF THE FBI ABOUT THE USE 

OF TELEPHONE TAPS AND MICROPHONE SURVEILLANCES.' 

SERIOUS NATIONAL SECURITY CASS.' 

KENNEDY THEN VAS ATTORNEY GENERAL...DESIGNATE. 

"THEREAFTER, INDIVIDUAL REQUESTS IN THE SERIOUS NATIONAL SECUR.. 

ITT-CASES FOR WIRETAP AUTHORIZATION WERE SENT TO YOU BY THE FBI FOR 

APPROVAL,' THE EVANS LETTER CONTINUED. °THESE WERE THE ONLY WIRE.. 

TAP AUTHORIZATIONS WHICH WERE EVER SURMITTE9 TI IOW 

AMYX 

EVANS VROTE KENNEDY THAT "PRIOR ATTORNEY GENERALS HAD INFORMER 

THE FBI TiAT,THE USE OF MICROPHONES AS CONTRASTED TO TELEPHONE 

TAPS, NEED NOT BE SPECIFICALLY APPROVED SYTHE.ATTORNEY GENERAL. 6.  

BECAUSE OF THIS, EVANS TOLD KENNEDY, NI DID NOT DISCUSS TILE "-

USE OF THESE DEVICES WITH YOU. IN NATIONAL SECURITY OR OTHER ,CANES, 

NOR DO I KNOW OF ANY WRITTEN MATERIAL,TEAT VAS SENT TO YOU AT ANY-

TIME CONCERNING THIS PROCEDURE, 01 CONCERNING THE USE, SPECIFIC 

IOCATION OR OTHER DETAILS AS TO INSTALLATIONS OF ANY SUCH DEVICES 

IN LAS VEGAS, NEV., OR ANYWHERE ELSE.. 

JA453PES 


