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T
he late F

B
I director, J. E

dgar 
H

oover, used his bureau's exhibits 
section and laboratory division to 
im

prove and m
aintain his hom

e in 
W

ashington, according to sources 
form

erly in the tw
o offices. 

T
ask

s ran
g
ed

 fro
m

 rep
airin

g
 

the pum
p in his backyard fish pond 

to
 b

u
ild

in
g
 th

e fro
n
t step

s an
d
 

'landing. T
hey w

ere perform
ed duy-

in
g
 w

o
rk

in
g
 h

o
u
rs b

y
 b

u
reau

 p
er-

sonnel using governm
ent m

aterial,. 
the sources said. 

T
heir descriptions add detail to 

previous reports that H
oover, w

ho 
died in 1972, and other top officials 
u
se

d
 e

m
p
lo

y
e
e
s fo

r p
e
rso

n
a
l 

ch
o
res. It h

as b
een

 rep
o
rted

, fo
r  

ex
am

p
le, th

at d
u
rin

g
 w

o
rk

in
g
 

hours bureau agents w
rote books 

th
at ap

p
eared

 u
n
d
er H

o
o
v
er's 

nam
e and that the F

B
I lab w

orked 
on a new

 bottle opener designed by 
F

B
I associated director C

lyde A
. 

T
olson, w

ho died in 1975. 

A
 scien

tist w
ith

 a d
o
cto

r's 
degree in chem

istry, w
ho form

erly 
w

orked in the laboratory division 
said

 th
at o

n
e tim

e h
e w

as sen
t to

 
repair a pum

p in the fish pond in 
H

oover's backyard. 

"A
 call w

ould, com
e in saying 

th
e o

ld
 m

an
 w

an
ted

 so
m

eth
in

g
 

fix
ed

," th
e ex

-lab
 o

fficial said
. 

"W
hat do you say? 'G

o get it done' 
com

m
ercially'?" 

• 
A

n
o
th

er fo
rm

er o
fficial said

 
that several of the scientists, engi-
neers and craftsm

en in the bureau 
resented the m

enial tasks. "B
ut w

e 
had no tenure, no real job securi-
'ty," the official said. "N

o one w
as 

about to m
ake a stand on running 

o
v
er an

d
 fix

in
g
 H

o
o
v
er's telev

i-
Sion." 

A
ccording to sources, m

uch of 
the w

ork on H
oover's house w

as 
su

p
erv

ised
 b

y
 L

eo
 J. G

au
th

ier, 
'd

irecto
r o

f th
e ex

h
ib

its sectio
n
, 

w
hich builds trial and prom

otional 
'exhibits.  

"G
au

th
ier w

as k
n
o
w

n
 as th

e 
carp

en
ter b

ecau
se h

e b
u
ilt th

e 
front landing on H

oover's house," 
one form

er F
B

I official said, "but  

he w
as really responsible for m

ost 
of the odd jobs around the house. 
O

ne tim
e w

hen H
oover's dog 'de-

stroyed a patch of grass by urinat-
ing on it regularly, G

authier had to 
send a m

an out to put in new
 sod." 

G
authier said he had no com

-
m

ent on.his w
ork in the F

B
I. 

A
side from

 m
aintenance w

ork 
on H

oover's television, radios, w
ash-

in
g
 m

ach
in

e an
d
 k

itch
en

 ap
p
li-

ances, the ex-official recalled an 
assignm

ent to install a pow
erful fan 

in H
oover's kitchen because H

oover 
h
ad

 co
m

p
lain

ed
 o

f th
e sm

ell o
f 

bacon in the m
orning. 

T
h
e so

u
rce said

 th
at reco

rd
s 

w
ere not kept of the w

ork. "H
elen 

G
andy (H

oover's personal secre-
tary) w

ould call dow
n and tell us 

w
hat w

as needed," he said. 

T
he ex-lab official said that the 

lab
 o

ften
 w

o
rk

ed
 o

n
 g

ifts th
at 

H
oover enjoyed giving his friends. 

In the early 1940s, he said, an 
agent brought 'back 100 ball point 
pens from

 A
rgentina as a gift for 

H
oover. T

hey w
ere called B

iro pens 
and w

ere am
ong the first ball point 

pens in the U
nited S

tates. H
oover 

proudly distributed them
 to select 

friends, the form
er lab official said. 

"T
he pens really didn't w

ork 
w

ell," he said, "and for m
onths w

e 
w

ere g
ettin

g
 th

em
 b

ack
 in

 at th
e 

lab to fix or refill w
ith ink." 

A
nother gift developed by the 

lab w
as an autom

atic w
indow

 open-
er and closer that H

oover installed. 
in his ow

n hom
e and gave P

resi-
dent Johnson. 

T
he 'autom

atic device, activat-
ed by a button, and patented under 
T

olson's nam
e, w

as installed in M
r. 

Johnson's W
hite H

ouse bedroom
 ;- 

w
in

d
o
w

, so
u
rces said

. P
resid

en
t 

. Jo
h
n
so

n
 w

h
o
 d

ied
 in

 1
9
7
3
, h

ad
 ., 

co
m

p
lain

ed
 to

 H
o
o
v
er th

at h
e ', 

disliked having to close his w
indow

 
on cold m

ornings, the official said. ' 
T

olson's bottle cap. opener w
as ' 

n
ev

er p
aten

ted
, b

u
t so

m
e o

f th
e 

devices w
ere gold-plated and given '4".„ 

as gifts. 
z. 

W
a
s
h

in
g

to
n

 P
o

s
t 

• 


