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Agent Testifies to 50 to 90
Burglaries in, 7 Years at
Socialist Workers Offices
NYTimes———
By NICHOLAS M. HORROCK

" Special to The New York Times
WASHINGTON, July 28 — An
agent'of the Federal Bureau of
Investigation has testified un-
der oath that he participated in
“between 50 and 90" burglaries
of the Sotialist- Workers Party
headduarters in New York, ac-
'cording to a deposition made
ipublic today., .z
! George P, Baxtrum Jr., a spex
cial agent since 1946, who is
now aftached to the bureai’s
Milwaukee office, said that be-
tween 1958 and 1965 he made
“surreptitious entries” into the
party’s headquarters at 116 Uni-
versity Place in Manhattan to
search desks, photograph docu-
ments and, on occasion, place
microphones for electronic
eavesdropping. ’

Admission Under Oath

Mr. Baxtrum, in a deposition|

taken in New York last June,|
said he had been told that each
burglary and the placing of the
microphones had been author-
‘ized by the bureau’s headquar-:
ters in. Washington. This is the
first time an F.B.I. agent has
admitted under oath participat-
ing in burglaries, though the
bureau acknowledged the bur-
glaries in the socialist party’s
case earlier this year.

Mr. Baxtrum also testified
that he was presented commen-
dations for the information he
had obtained through tha bur-
glaries.

Mr. Baxtrum is one of the
defendants in a $37 million
damage suit filed by the Social-|
ist Workers against present
and former Government offi-
cials, Other defendants include

L
linformation which we did not
|have access through ‘any other
means, by the use of surrepti-
tious entry,” he said.
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_Mr. Baxtrum said teams of
five or six agents entered So-
cialist Workers headquarters
during the searches while five
Or 50 kept watch outside.




