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| The Tollowing article «as
|written by Nicholas M. Hoftock
land is based on reportingliby
Thim andeby John M. Crewdsbh.
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t| WASHINGTON, June 24—
Agents-of the Federal Burea:..
‘lof Investigation k1dnapped’ a
''radical political figure \?Ignhm
the last five years in an atfenpt
‘|to- frighten the man and d’eter
‘His political activity, a. we]l-
placed bureau source dmclo:r,ed'
‘[today. :

|signed to.ihe F.B.L's Iiew
| city field office. &

The FBI source said the m-
cident could become part of Aan‘

.mten.me investigation by ‘the

artment into thelal- |
} Use -

ther illegal teéch-
l;mqut-:s by the F. BI mclud’mg
{burglary. : .

_Another Source,

a foriner

agent assigned to the EBL's
New York office, said he could
confirm that kidnappings were
directed against domestic radi-
cals as. Well as rfore-lgn espa.-l

)
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charges as well. :

The. N-ew York Times. report~
ed in: March 1975 that the bu-
reau-had-kidnapped and inter-
mgat foreign agentsgit - dis-
covered operating cové‘rtly in
this cnuntry. 4

These sources said ‘in !nter—
views that kidnapping was:also
used ‘to get information from
or to “dlsmpt” the activities of
figuies: ﬂn domeshc -*radlcal
gro

Oneé source said he ccmld cite

&5 one kidnap that
had ﬁ%ﬁd mﬂu&% last

five years, the period under
scrutiny by hte Justice Depart-

ment. The source said that two
agents had been involved in
[seizing a member of: ical
New Left to “disrupt? “activi-
ties planned by him. THe? vic-
‘tim, dccording to the source,
would not know he had been
kiddapped by F.B.L agents and
would probably think his ab-
dqq,gggs were members of,radv
cal right opponents of the" antl-
war ?nvement ...
source said that the two
ag&nts had conducted the kid-
napping without formal “auth-
orization from the bureau and
may have done it “on their
own.’” He_said the victim was
roughed up but was released
“without permanent damage.”

Grand Jury Cited

Both sources said that this
was not an isolated ineident
over the past decade and that
some of the men who had con-
ducted - illegal burglanes, and
thus would come under the
Department of Justice: uiry,
knew about or had been in-
volved in such kidnappings.
Meanwhile, a well placed
Government source said that!
evidence in the investigation
of F.B.I burglaries had already|
been ted to a grand jury,

_ presen
but he declined to disclose its

locatmn w1
ijpther source, with exten-

sive ‘contacts among present

and former F.B.I. agents, said,

|that indictments were expected |

as early as September and
might involve an initia] group:
of 28-agents or officials. ;
“Street agnts,” however, had
littel specific knowledge of the
pace.. of the mvestlgatlon, ‘ac-
co mg to one source. William
L. Gardner, the lawyer in the
Justice Department‘ Civil
Rights Division, which is con-
ducting this investigation, has
told certain agents that they
|might have to go before a Fed-
eral grand jury.

. He has also told agents
sources report, that the Gov-
ernment would grant them im-
munity from prosecution. for
their part in burglaries in ex-
change for their testimony..Mr.
\Gardner, who heads the Civil
Rights Division’s criminal sec-

tion,, is mvestlgﬁg violations
|of laws that” bit lawen-

~|forcement .officials from depriv-

ra

wr

de i s e+ (P

ing a citizen of his civil rights
or from making illegal searches
and seizures. i
Contempt Threat Warning
Mr, Gardner, according 'to
F.B.I, sources, has told ‘agents
that t they will not face admin-
:strame punishment by the|
bmureau 11 they choose not to
testify on e giound that they
might” i mate themselves.
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