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jun 
3 1976 

S.F
. Sunday, E

xpi-niner 8,0- 

D
eath

 blam
ed on

 plu
ton

iu
m

 racketeers 
A

ssociated
 P

ress 

N
A

SH
V

IL
L

E
 —

 T
he auto w

reck that took the life 
of K

aren
 S

ilk
w

ood
 m

ay h
ave b

een
 m

u
rd

er, accord
in

g 
to a jou

rn
alist w

h
o says d

ocu
m

en
ts sh

e's seen
 su

ggest 
M

iss Silkw
ood —

 a nuclear plant processing em
ploye 

w
as carryin

g in
form

ation
 on

 th
e b

lack
 m

ark
etin

g of 
p

lu
ton

iu
m

 w
h

en
 sh

e d
ied

. 
. 	

• 
M

rs. Jacque Srouji, w
ho w

as fired by the N
ashville 

T
ennessean because of her special connections w

ith the 
F

B
I, also says sh

e h
as seen

 evid
en

ce su
ggestin

g th
at 

plutonium
 stolen from

 U
.S. nuclear plants is being sold 

to foreign
 n

ation
s. 

M
rs. S

rou
ji, w

h
o h

ad
 p

reviou
sly told

 th
e H

ou
se 

subcom
m

ittee on energy and the E
nvironm

ent that she 
h

ad
 seen

 evid
en

ce su
ggestin

g th
at M

iss S
ilk

w
ood

 m
ay 

have been m
urdered, said F

riday: 

"
K

aren
 S

ilk
w

ood
 h

ad
 figu

res m
 h

er p
ossession

  

w
hich not only pinpointed the exact am

ount of nuclear 
m

aterial m
issin

g b
u

t th
e p

erson
s in

volved
, an

d
 sh

e 
didn't know

 the tim
e boinb she w

as carrying." 

T
he F

B
I and state troopers have investigated M

iss 
Silkw

ood's death, w
hich occurred as she w

as driving to 
m

eet a rep
orter to d

iscu
ss com

p
lain

ts ab
ou

t p
lan

t 
- safety, an

d
 fou

n
d

 n
o evid

en
ce of fou

l p
lay: T

h
e O

il 
C

hem
ical and A

tom
ic W

orkers O
nion, how

ever, hired a 
detective w

ho said he had found evidence of foul play. 

M
rs. Srouji said docum

ents she has seen show
 the 

am
ou

n
t of n

u
clear m

aterial u
n

accou
n

ted
 for after 

p
rocessin

g at th
e n

ow
-closed

 K
err-M

cG
ee p

lan
t in

 
C

rescen
t, O

k
la., w

as 10 tim
es th

at allow
ab

le u
n

d
er 

N
uclear R

egulatory C
om

m
ission —

 N
R

C
 —

 guidelines. 

H
ow

ever, an N
R

C
 spokesm

an later disputed M
rs.  

Srouji's account and said plutonium
 unaccounted for at 

the O
klahom

a plant w
as "w

ell w
ithin" N

R
C

 lim
its. 

"
O

fficia
l d

o
cu

m
en

ts I ex
a
m

in
ed

 in
d

ica
te a

n
 

exceedingly high M
U

F
 m

aterial unaccounted for figure 
in

volvin
g p

lu
ton

iu
m

 in
 excess of th

at w
h

ich
 w

ou
ld

 b
e 

lost in pipes in norm
al processing," M

rs. Srouji said. 

"
T

h
is w

ou
ld

 lead
 m

e to b
elieve th

e p
ossib

ility of 
n

u
clear gu

n
-ru

n
n

ers d
ealin

g in
 b

lack
 m

ark
et p

lu
ton

-
ium

." 

M
rs. Srouji said three or four persons w

ho w
orked 

at the K
err-M

cG
ee plant m

ight be involved in the black 
m

ark
et sales, w

h
ere sh

e said
 60 p

ou
n

d
s of p

lu
ton

iu
m

 
w

as unaccounted for during 1974. She added O
nly 12 

pounds is needed to m
ake a nuclear w

eapon capable of 
killing thousands of persons. 


