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T
he D

allas T
im

es H
erald said 

yesterday it published a report on 
th

e sp
y
in

g
 activ

ities o
f retired

 o
il 

co
m

p
an

y
 en

g
in

eer N
o
rm

an
 Jo

h
n
 

R
ees despite a telephoned threat by 

,R
ees that he w

ould com
m

it suicide 
if the story w

ere published and he 
w

ere identified. 

R
ees, 6

9
, w

as fo
u

n
d

 sh
o

t to
 

d
eath

 at h
is h

o
m

e in
 S

o
u

th
b

u
ry

, 
C

o
n

n
., S

u
n

d
ay

, h
o

u
rs after th

e 
,new

spaper reported his espionage 
• activities. 

"In this instance, it w
as decid-

e
d
 th

a
t th

e
 sto

ry
 c

o
u
ld

 n
o
t b

e
 

suppressed even in the face of M
r. 

R
ees' threat," K

en Johnson, execu- 

tive editor of the T
im

es H
erald, said 

in a statem
ent yesterday. 

T
he new

spaper said in a copy-
right story S

unday that R
ees passed 

petroleum
 industry secrets to the 

R
u

ssian
s an

d
 b

ecam
e a d

o
u
b

le 
ag

en
t fo

r th
e F

B
I in

 1
9
7
1
 w

h
en

 
federal agents told him

 they knew
 

of his w
ork for the R

ussians. 

T
h
e T

im
es H

erald
 statem

en
t 

yesterday said its story about R
ees' 

sp
y
in

g
 activ

ities w
as d

ev
elo

p
ed

 
from

 various sources over a period 
of som

e three m
onths. 

"O
n
ce th

e b
asic in

fo
rm

atio
n
 

h
ad

 b
een

 v
erified

, M
r. R

ees w
as 

contacted and asked for com
m

ent. 
H

e acknow
ledged during the tele- 

phone interview
 that he had been 

an
 ag

en
t fo

r th
e S

o
v
iet g

o
v
ern

-
m

ent," the new
spaper said. 

T
he F

B
I, in a w

eekend state-
m

ent, also verified that R
ees had 

been a spy for the S
oviets. 

T
h

e T
im

es H
erald

 said
 R

ees 
tw

ice cam
e to D

allas for interview
s 

an
d
 v

o
lu

n
tarily

 su
b
m

itted
 to

 lie 
d
etecto

r tests. D
u
rin

g
 th

ese co
n
-

tacts, h
e ask

ed
 th

e n
ew

sp
ap

er to
 

w
ith

h
o
ld

 th
e sto

ry
 an

d
 refrain

 
from

 identifying him
. 

"O
n S

aturday afternoon, just 
hours prior to publication, M

r. R
ees 

telephoned the T
im

es H
erald and 

asked if the story w
as going to be 

printed and w
ould he be identified. 

W
hen he w

as told that he w
ould be 

id
en

tified
, h

e said
 th

at su
ch

 a 
disclosure left him

 no choice but to 
co

m
m

it su
icid

e," th
e n

ew
sp

ap
er 

said yesterday. 

Johnson said that because of 
the interview

s and lie detector test, 
R

ees "w
as fully aw

are throughout, 
o
u
r c

o
n
ta

c
t w

ith
 h

im
 th

a
t w

e
 

in
ten

d
ed

 to
 id

en
tify

 h
im

 an
d
 to

 
publish a full account of his espio-
nage activities." 

In S
outhbury, D

r. M
arcus C

ox, 
an assistant state m

edical exam
in• 

er, said an autopsy he perform
&

 
S

u
n
d
ay

 sh
o
w

ed
 R

ees d
ied

 o
f ; 

sin
g
le b

u
llet w

o
u
n
d
 to

 th
e h

eat 
A

s
m

o
c
ia

te
d

 P
re

. 


