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!E
x-M

obil O
il E

ngineer L
inked to Soviet Spying Is C

alled Suicide 
B

y E
L

E
A

N
O

R
 B

L
A

U
 	

1 
A

 fo
rm

er en
g
in

eer fo
r th

e! 
M

obil O
il C

orporation w
ho re-1 

p
o

rted
ly

 so
ld

 o
il in

d
u

stry
 in

-I 
fo

rm
atio

n
 to

 th
e S

o
v

iet U
n

io
n

 
a
n
d
 th

e
n
 b

e
c
a
m

e
 a

 d
o
u
b
le

 
ag

en
t fo

r th
e F

ed
eral B

u
reau

 
of Investigation died yesterday 
a
t h

is h
o
m

e
 in

 S
o
u
th

b
u
ry

, 
C

o
n

n
., o

f w
h

at th
e p

o
lice said

 
w

as a self-in
flicted

 g
u

n
sh

o
t 

w
o
u
n
d
 in

 th
e h

ead
. 

T
h
e m

an
, N

o
rm

an
 J. R

ees, 
6
9
 y

ears o
ld

, ad
m

itted
 accep

t-
in

g
 m

o
n

ey
 fo

r tech
n

ical in
fo

r-
m

ation he gave to S
oviet intel-

lig
e
n

c
e
 a

g
e
n

ts fro
m

 W
o
rld

 
W

ar II th
ro

u
g

h
 th

e 1
9

7
0

's ac-
co

rd
in

g
 to

 an
 article in

 y
ester-

day's D
allas T

im
es H

erald. 
T

he new
spaper said M

r. R
ees 

rep
o
rted

 th
at h

e h
ad

 acted
 as 

a d
o
u
b
le ag

en
t fo

r th
e F

.B
.I. 

fro
m

 1
9
7
1
 to

 1
9
7
5
 after th

e 
bureau told him

 it w
as aw

are 
o
f h

is activ
ities. 

A
 so

n
 o

f M
r. R

ees, Jo
h
n
 W

. 
R

ees o
f A

sh
field

, M
ass., w

as 
quoted by T

he A
ssociated P

ress! 
y
esterd

ay
 as say

in
g
 th

at th
e 

fam
ily knew

 nothing about his 
fath

er's alleg
ed

 co
n
tacts eith

er' 
w

ith
 th

e S
o

v
iet U

n
io

n
 o

r th
e! 

bureau. 
S

p
eak

in
g
 o

u
tsid

e h
is 

par-1 
ents' condom

inium
 in H

eritage 
V

illage, a retirem
ent com

m
unity 

in
 ru

ral w
estern

 C
o
n
n
ecticu

t, 
th

e so
n
 to

ld
 T

h
e A

sso
ciated

 
P

re
ss h

e
 h

a
d
 in

fo
rm

e
d
 h

is 
m

o
th

er, A
n
n
 R

ees, ab
o
u
t -th

e 
n

ew
sp

ap
er acco

u
n

t an
d

 th
at 

sh
e w

as "actin
g
 lik

e it's u
n
-

real." 
"S

h
e d

id
n

't k
n

o
w

 th
e sto

ry
 

w
as com

ing out," he w
as quoted 

saying. 
M

r. R
ees, 3

1
, a ju

n
io

r h
ig

h
 

sch
o
o
l scien

ce teach
er, w

as 
called

 b
y
 a n

eig
h
b
o
r after th

e 
b

o
d

y
 w

as fo
u

n
d

 at ab
o

u
t 7

:4
5

 
A

.M
. "I th

o
u
g
h

t h
e w

as d
e-

sp
o
n

d
en

t ab
o
u
t g

ettin
g
 o

ld
er  and sick," he said. "H

e had lost 
h
is m

em
o
ry

 a co
u
p
le o

f tim
es. 

T
h
is is a to

tal sh
o
ck

." 
A

n F
.B

.I. spokesm
an said yes-

terd
ay

 th
at th

e ag
en

cy
's d

irec-
to

r, C
laren

ce M
. K

elley
, h

ad
 

"confirm
ed that the bureau had 

been aw
are or N

orm
an R

ees's 
contacts w

ith foreign • officials 
in

 th
e U

n
ited

 S
tates an

d
 h

ad
 

in fact interview
ed M

r. R
ees an 

a num
ber of occasions concern-

in
g

 th
o
se co

n
tacts." H

o
w

ev
er, 

he said, 'M
r. K

elley stated that 
th

e F
.B

.I. w
o
u
ld

 b
e u

n
ab

le to
 

m
ake additional com

em
nt on a 

m
atter related

 to
 fo

reig
n

 in
tel-

lig
en

ce activ
ities in

 th
is co

u
n
-

try
." 

A
ccording to T

he T
im

es H
er-

ald
, th

e S
icilian

-b
o
rn

 en
g
in

eer 
to

ld
 th

e p
ap

er h
e h

ad
 b

een
 a 

"C
om

m
unist sym

pathizer" dur-
in

g
 W

o
rld

 W
ar II, w

h
en

 th
e 

U
n
ited

 S
tates an

d
 th

e S
o
v
iet 

U
n

io
n

 w
ere allies, th

at h
e b

e-
g

an
 h

elp
in

g
 th

e R
u

ssian
s th

en
  an

d
 "ju

st n
ev

er g
o
t o

u
t." M

r. 
R

ees w
as q

u
o
ted

 as say
in

g
, 

"L
o
o
k
in

g
 b

ack
 o

n
 it n

o
w

, it's 
enough to m

ake m
e sick," 

T
h
e
 a

rtic
le

 fu
rth

e
r re

la
te

s 
that he said his m

ost significant 
in

d
u
strial esp

io
n
ag

e act o
c-

curred in 1950 w
hen he passed 

a
lo

n
g

 a
 M

o
b

il d
e
sig

n
 fo

r a
 

new
ly developed converter that 

in
creases th

e p
ercen

tag
e o

f 
g

aso
lin

e th
at can

 b
e d

eriv
ed

 
fro

m
 cru

d
e o

il. H
e w

o
n

 a S
o

-
viet m

edal for that inform
ation, 

he said. 
S

p
o
k
esm

en
 fo

r T
h
e T

im
es 

H
erald could not be reached for 

co
m

m
en

t o
n
 M

r. R
ees's d

eath
 

y
esterd

ay
. A

 sp
o
k
esm

an
 fo

r 
M

obil said the com
pany could 

not com
m

ent until it exam
ined 

its records about M
r. R

ees. 
T

he T
im

es H
erald article said 

M
r. R

ees had w
orked for M

obil 
and subsequently, from

 1967 to 
1971, for •the D

allas, branch of 
the M

. W
. K

ellogg C
om

pany, a  petroleum
 consulting concern.—

 
[It said his spying w

as so valued • 
th

at, in
 ad

d
itio

n
 to

 th
e m

ed
al, : 

h
e receiv

ed
 a $

5
,0

0
0

 an
n

u
al 

S
o
v
iet p

en
sio

n
 th

at, M
r. R

ees 
sa

id
, h

e
 tu

rn
e
d
 o

v
e
r to

 th
e
 

F.B
.I. 

A
lthough M

r. R
ees m

aintained ; 
th

a
t h

e
 h

a
d
 re

c
e
iv

e
d
 a

 to
ta

l . 
o
f $

3
0
,0

0
0
 fro

m
 th

e R
u
ssian

s, 
T

h
e T

im
es H

erald
 said

 it h
ad

 : 
learn

ed
 th

at h
e h

ad
 an

 acco
u

n
t • 

in
 th

e
 S

a
lik

 B
a
n
k
 in

 B
a
se

l, 
S

w
itzerlan

d
, an

d
 th

at in
 1

9
6

8
 

he transferred $20,000 into the - 
account. 

E
x

p
ressin

g
 su

rp
rise at M

r. . 
R

ees's alleged activities, a cou-
p

le w
h

o
 w

ere n
eig

h
b

o
rs o

f h
is ; 

in
 th

e retirem
en

t co
m

p
lex

 d
e- . 

scrib
ed

 h
im

 as a reserv
ed

 b
u
t 

p
leasan

t m
an

 w
h

o
 w

as v
ery

 
m

u
ch

 in
v

o
lv

ed
 in

 th
e sto

ck
 

m
ark

et an
d

 w
h

o
 also

 acted
 as 

a consultant in his field, going a 
on trips for tw

o or three w
eeksrl 

at a tim
e. 
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