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F
.B

.I., for F
irst T

im
e, to E

xpunge R
ecord of L

egal F
ederal A

rrest 
B

y L
IN

D
A

 C
H

A
R

L
T

O
N

 
S

pecial to T
he N

ew
 Y

ork T
im

es 
W

A
SH

IN
G

T
O

N
, July 14—

T
he 

T
he shadow

 that had darkened 
th

e life o
f 

a 
respected school 

ad
m

in
istrato

r fo
r 2

4
 y

ears h
as 

b
een

 lifted
 b

y
 a recen

t ag
ree-

m
ent of the F

ederal B
ureau of 

In
v
estig

atio
n
 to

 ex
p
u
n
g
e h

er 
arrest reco

rd
—

th
e first tim

e 
th

is h
as b

een
 d

o
n
e in

 a leg
al, 

F
ederal arrest. 
T

h
e F

.B
.I. "stip

u
latio

n
," o

r 
binding agreem

ent, w
as signed 

Ju
n
e 2

4
, after a su

it w
as filed

' 
S

ept. 23, 1974, in U
nited S

tates 
D

istric
t C

o
u
rt h

e
re

 b
y
 th

e
 

A
m

erican C
ivil- L

iberties U
nion 

on behalf of the w
om

an, identi-
fied only as "Jane D

oe." 
- P

reviously, according to John 
H

. S
hattuck, the A

.C
.L

.U
. law

-
y
er w

h
o
 h

an
d
led

 th
e case, th

e 
F

.B
.I. h

as ag
reed

 to
 ex

p
u
n
g
e 

leg
al arrest reco

rd
s if th

ey
 are 

o
n
 state ch

arg
es an

d
 su

ch
 era-

su
re is req

u
ired

 b
y
 state stat-

u
tes w

h
en

 ch
arg

es are • d
is-

m
issed. R

ecords of arrests later 

ru
led

 to
 b

e, illeg
al—

su
ch

 as 
th

o
se o

f th
e 1

3
,0

0
0
 M

ay
d
ay

 
d
em

o
n
strato

rs in
 1

9
7
1
—

h
av

e 
also been expunged. 

T
h
e stip

u
latio

n
 in

 th
e case, 

M
r. S

hattuck said, sets a prece-
d
en

t in
 th

e n
o
n
tech

n
ical sen

se 
th

at it w
ill "m

ak
e it , d

ifficu
lt 

for the F
.B

.I. to -take a different 
p
o
sitio

s w
ith

 resp
ect to

 o
th

er 
p
eo

d
e" in

 sim
ilar circu

m
stan

-
c
e
s&

 
1947 A

rrest W
ith H

usband 
In

 th
e co

m
p
lain

t .filed
 last 

S
ep

tem
b
er, th

e p
lain

tiff, Jan
e 

D
o
e, is d

escrib
ed

 as "a sen
io

r 
education official in the public 
school system

 -of a m
ajor A

m
er-

ican
 city

" w
h
o
 h

as "p
u
b
lish

ed
 

w
idely in .professiosal journals 

an
d
 h

as b
een

 aw
ard

ed
 certifi-

c
a
te

s o
f a

p
p
re

c
ia

tio
n
 fro

m
 

g
o
v
ern

rs o
f a state in

 w
h
ich

 
sh

e h
as serv

ed
 p

erio
d
ic-ally

 as 
an educational consultant." 

B
ut back in* 1947, w

hen she 
w

as 2
0
 y

ears o
ld

, sh
e m

arried
 

th
e
 p

se
u
d
o
sy

m
o
u
s "Ja

m
e
s 

P
o
w

," an
d
 fo

u
r y

ears later sh
e 

an
d
 h

er fo
rm

er h
u
sb

an
d
 w

ere  arrested
 o

n
 ch

arg
es o

f tran
s-

porting stolen property in ister-
state co

m
m

erce. T
h
e ch

arg
es 

ag
ain

st h
er w

ere su
b
seq

u
en

tly
 

d
ism

issed
 w

h
en

 it w
as sh

o
w

n
 

th
at Jam

es P
o
e h

ad
 co

n
cealed

 
fro

m
 h

e
r "

th
e
 fa

c
t th

a
t 

he 
h
ad

 sto
len

 p
ro

p
erty

 an
d
 tran

s-
p
o
rte

d
 it in

 iste
rsta

te
 c

o
m

-
m

erce during the trip on w
hich 

she had accom
panied h

im
." 

p
u
 2n ad legal 
Jam

es P
oe w

as convicted and 
sen

ten
ced

; in
 1

9
5
4
, Jan

e p
o
e 

obtained a statutory annulm
ent 

of her m
arriage on the grounds 

th
at h

e h
ad

 co
n
cealed

 n
o
t o

n
ly

 
th

is crim
e b

u
t also

 h
is p

rio
r 

crim
inal record. 

S
ince then, she has rem

arried, 
o
b
tain

ed
 h

er d
o
cto

rate, an
d
 

h
ad

 th
e co

m
p
lain

t states, "an
 

extraordinarily useful and pro-
ductive career." 

B
u
t th

e reco
rd

 o
f th

e arrest 
rem

ain
ed

 in
 th

e F
.B

.I.:s files, 
an

d
 th

e co
m

p
ih

in
t alleg

es th
at 

"th
e
 life

 o
f th

e
 p

la
in

tiff h
a
s 

been continually overshadow
ed 

by her w
ell-grounded apprehen- 

sio
n
 th

a
t th

e
 re

c
o
rd

 o
f h

e
r 

seizure w
ill be exposed or dis-

sem
in

ated
 b

y
 th

e d
efen

d
an

ts, 
causing her loss of em

ploym
ent 

.o
fessio

n
al st an

d
 p

ro
 tatu

re." 
F

ear of B
lackm

ail C
ited 

S
he has bypassed opportuni-

ties fo
r p

ro
m

o
tio

n
 fro

m
 fear 

th
a
t th

e
 re

c
o
rd

 w
ill b

e
 d

is-
closed, the com

plaint says, and 
h
as b

een
 in

 "co
n
tin

u
al jeo

p
ar-

d
y
" o

f d
ism

issal, lo
ss o

f p
en

-
sio

n
 rig

h
ts, o

r ev
en

 b
lack

m
ail. 

T
he stipulation to w

hich both 
the F

.B
.I. and Jane D

oe agreed 
states that the bureau w

ill phy-
sic

a
lly

 d
e
stro

y
 h

e
r re

c
o
rd

, 
"to

g
eth

er w
ith

 an
y
 reco

rd
 in

-
fo

rm
atio

n
 d

eriv
ed

 th
erefro

m
," 

an
d
 w

ill rem
o
v
e h

er fin
g
er-

p
rin

ts an
d
 n

am
e card

 w
ith

in
 

30 days. 

T
h
e F

.B
.I. w

ill also
 n

o
tify

 
th

e tp
p
ro

p
riate 

o
ffices in

 L
o
s 

;s an
d
 D

etro
it A

n
g
ele t, b

o
th

 
of w

hich have h
er fin

g
erp

rin
ts 

o
n
 file, to

 d
estro

y
 th

em
. 

W
ith

in
 3

0
 ad

d
itio

n
al d

ay
s, 

th
e b

u
reau

 w
ill n

o
tify

 all ag
en

-
cies 

to
 w

h
ich

 th
e reco

rd
 h

as 
b
eerk

,sen
t to

 d
estro

y
 th

ese as 
w

elM
h
e stip

u
latio

n
 n

o
tes th

at 
the agreem

ent "does not repre-
se

n
t a

 b
in

d
in

g
 

p
reced

en
t o

r 
policy." 

Jane D
oe, described as being 

tt "
a
 c

ru
c
ia

l 
p
o
in

t in
 h

e
r 

career," can
 n

o
w

 p
ro

ceed
 w

ith
-

o
u
t fear o

f th
e p

ast. "S
he really 

feels reju
v
en

ated
, is th

e w
ay

 
she put it to m

e," M
r. S

hattuck 
said. 


