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WASHINGTON, July w  4—
Clarence M. Kelley, director of 
the Federa Bureau of Investiga-
tion, acknowledged today that 
during the post-World War II 
period, F.B.I. agents, without 
court warrants, committed 
break-ins and burglaries to se-
cure "information relative to 
the security of the nation." 

It was the first official con-
firmation of a practice that 
former F.B.I. officials have al-
luded to in the last.two years. 

Speaking at a news' confer-
ence that marked the beginning 
of his third year as F.B.I. direc-
tor, Mr. Kelley, a massive, 
square - jawed former police 
chief, said he did not believe 
that such "surreptitious entries" 
were illegal. 

"I do not note in these activ- 
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ities any gross abuse of author-
ity," he asserted. "I do not feel 
that it was a corruption of the 
trust that was placed in us." 

But the F.B.I. director said, 
without elaborating, that Attor-
ney General Edward H. Levi 
might find a way to present 
the question of legality to the 
courts for resolution. 

One Justice Department offi-
cial, asked to amplify Mr. Kel-
ley's remarks, said that, as 
far as he knew, the department 
was not considering the crimi-
na prosecution of any F.B.I. 
agents involved in such activi-
ties, but that a number of ways 
of raising the issue in the 
courts "other than criminal ac-
tions" were under examination. 

Another high official sug-
gested that Mr. Levi might ask 
Solicitor Genera Robert H. Bork 
to seek out an appropriate case 
in which the question of the 
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Government's authority to 
break and enter without a Judi-
cial warrant could be decided 
in the course of a Federal ap-
peal. 

Mr. Kelley • placed the F.B.I.'s 
first use of burglaries as an 
investigati tool at around the 
time of World War II and he 
said that they continued, al-
though on a much smaller 
scale, after 1966—the year that 
F.B.I. sources have previously 
given for the termination of 
the practice by J. Edgar Hoover 
the late F.B.I. director. 

Mr. Kelley said that the F.B.I. 
planned to report what it knew 
of such activities to the proper 
Congressional committees and 
to the Attorney General. He 
declined to make details of trhe 
break-ins public today. 

'There Were a Few' 
He did say, however, that he 

knew of none that had been 
carried out overseas or of any 
that had taken place inside the 
United States that were not 
related to fore*n inelllgence or 
'national security. Mr. Kelley 
added that "there were a few" 
such break-ins at foreign em-
bas5ries hers after 1966, he 
would not identify the coun-
triee, involved. 

Mr. Kelly characterized the 
total number of break-ins of 
which he had knowledge as tot 
many," and he said he had not 
been asked to approve any in 
the two years he has been in: 
office.. 
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Later clippings will be filed CIA (a). 


