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FB
I T
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	K

id
n

ap
in

g
 o

f S
p

ies 
W
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T
h
e F

B
I h

as k
id

n
ap

ed
 a 

n
u
m

b
er o

f p
erso

n
s it b

e-
liev

ed
 to

 b
e fo

reig
n
 sp

ies, 
according to tw

o form
er F

B
I 

ag
en

ts w
ith

 -d
irect k

n
o
w

l-
edge of such operations. 

O
ne of the form

er agents 
placed the num

ber of such 
kidnapings over the years at 
"few

er th
an

 ten
." H

e said
 

that, as far as he knew
, the 

technique had not been used 
b
y
 th

e
 b

u
re

a
u
 sin

c
e
 th

e
 

m
id-I960s. 
H

e said
 its u

se h
ad

 b
een

 
o
ccasio

n
ed

 b
y
 su

ch
 C

o
ld

 
W

ar incidents as the C
uban 

m
issile crisis "w

hen things 
w

ere p
retty

 ro
u
g
h

," an
d
 

th
at h

e w
as "certain

 th
at 

this is no longer going on." 
A

n
 F

B
I sp

o
k
esm

an
 d

e-
clined com

m
ent. 

B
oth agents said that, w

ith 
one possible exception, the 
F

B
I kidnaping targets w

ere 
suspected spies from

 C
om

-
m

u
n
ist co

u
n
tries w

h
o
 h

ad
.' 

en
tered

 th
e U

n
ited

 S
tates 

w
ith forged A

m
erican pass-

ports and other docum
ents. 

T
he use of the kidnaping 

tech
n

iq
u

e w
 a s also

 co
n

-
firm

ed. although not in de-
tail, b

y
 tw

o
 o

th
er 

form
er 

F
B

I agents. 

In separate interview
s, the 

tw
o form

er agents w
ho de-

scribed the alleged kidnap-
ings left open the possibility 
that in one instance the bu-
reau had erred in kidnaping 
a person w

ho proved to be 
an A

m
erican citizen. 

O
ne of the agents conced-

ed
, h

o
w

ev
er, th

at in
 ev

ery
 

case the practice w
as "corn 

pletely w
rong —

 com
pletely 

in
 v

io
latio

n
 o

f civ
il lib

er-
ties. N

o question about it." 

B
ut he said, "In the busi-

ness of intelligence, you're 
faced w

ith the concept of ex-
pediency. T

hat often tim
es 

lead
s y

o
u
 in

to
 ex

tra-leg
al 

activitie s " 
S

everal law
yers, including 

representatives of the A
m

er-
ican C

ivil L
iberties U

nion, 
pointed out that an alien ille-
g

ally
 in

 th
is co

u
n

try
 is b

y
 

law
 affo

rd
ed

 m
an

y
 o

f th
e  sam

e g
u
aran

tees o
 f d

u
e 

process as A
m

erica citizens. 

T
he bureau's only legal al-

ternatives in such cases, one 
layer said, w

ere to turn such 
individuals over to the im

-
m

ig
ratio

n
 an

d
 N

atu
raliza-

tion S
ervice for a deporta-

tio
n

 h
earin

g
 o

r to
 ch

arg
e 

th
em

 w
ith

 illeg
al en

try
 o

r 
espionage. 

K
id

n
ap

in
g
, o

 n
 e fo

rm
er 

agent said, w
as a last resort 

u
sed

 w
h

en
 n

o
 altern

ativ
e 

m
ean

s co
u
ld

 b
 e q

u
ick

ly
 

fo
u
n
d
 to

 in
terro

g
ate a su

s-
p
ected

 su
b
v

ersiv
e, o

 r to
 

"tu
rn

" h
im

 in
to

 a d
o

u
b

le 
agent w

illing to report to the 
F

B
I on the activities of his 

ow
n intelligence service. 

B
o

th
 m

 e n
 d

en
ied

 th
at 

p
h
y
sical to

rtu
re w

as ev
er 

used in such cases. although 
o
n
e said

, w
h
en

 a su
sp

ect 
h
ad

 b
een

 lo
cated

. "Y
o
u
'd

  

p
ick

 h
im

 u
p
 an

d
 tak

e h
im

 
so

m
ew

h
ere an

d
 w

o
rk

 h
im

 
over." 

T
h
e v

ictim
s o

ften
 w

ere 
th

reaten
ed

 w
ith

 d
eath

 if 
th

ey
 d

id
 n

o
t co

o
p
erate. h

e 
added, although neither offi-
cial recaled

 an
y

 in
stan

ce 
in w

hich a hostage had been 
m

urdered. 

O
ne of the form

er agents 
m

ain
tain

ed
, h

o
w

ev
er, th

at 
m

en
tal d

u
ress w

as an
 im

-
portant part of such interro-
g

atio
n

s. H
e d

escrib
ed

 o
n

e 
case in w

hich a person w
as 

seized
 an

d
 d

etain
ed

 in
 an

 
F

B
I safe house for'  sev

eral 
w

eeks.-
  

T
he spy, he said, knew

 his 
captors only as "U

.S
. intel-

ligence agents." at least one 
of w

hom
 w

as w
ith him

 con-
w

h
o
m

 w
as w

ith
 h

im
 co

n
-

stantly. 

"S
o
m

eo
n
e slep

t i n
 th

e 
sam

e bed w
ith him

. W
e even 

W
ent w

ith him
 to the bath-

room
," he said. 

A
fter w

eeks of intense in-
terro

g
atio

n
 th

e m
an

 b
ro

k
e 

and agreed to becom
e a dou-

ble agent. 

T
h
e
 m

a
n
 d

id
 k

e
e
p
 h

is 
w

ord, the form
er agent said. 

and appeared at an a2point-
ed m

eeting w
ith an F

B
I in- 

telligence agent 'a w
eek lat-

er. B
ut the form

er agent ac-
k
n
o
w

led
g
ed

 th
at th

e tech
-

n
iq

u
e co

n
tain

ed
 a critical 

flaw
: the F

B
I had no w

ay of 
know

ing w
hether the m

an. 
or others like him

, reported 
th

eir ex
p
erien

ces to
 th

eir 
ow

n governm
ent. and thus 

becam
e triple agents. 

N
ew

 Y
o
rk

 T
im

es 


