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says activities carried out by Burton for the FBI

appear similer to several of the categories of 'dirty
that characterized the Counterintelligence Program,
BT spokesman says Cointelpro

was not continued “"beyond April, 1971;" Burton says his
ontinued up to the time he left the FBI, July 1974.

efforts

Ex-Undercover Operative

FBI ‘Didn't Halt' Dirty
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Despite assurances by the
Justice Department 'that the
Federal Bureau of Investi-
gation’s controversial coun-

terintelligence program was

halted in pril. 1971, a former
undercover operative says
that the bureau continued as
late as last June to employ
sitnilar techniques againstd
omestic political groups.

The former operative, Jo-
seph A. Burton, fold the New
York Times in aseries of re-
eent interview s of activities
he carried out for the FBI
that appear similar to sever-
alof the categories of “dirty
tricks™
the counterintelligence pro-
gram, or Cointelpro. effort.

Burton’s account included
examples of bogus docu-
ments, informants and sham
“revolutionary” = front

. groups 1lised to disrupt a va-
riety of political activities in
this country.

He also told of “infiltrat--

ing” labor unions and, with
other FBI undercover opera-
tives, of reporting to the FBI
on the page 2 .35 Republican
National Convention at Mi-
ami Beach in 1972, and of
encouraging and assisting
demonstrations against the

Nixon administration over

the Watergate scandals. .

Yesterday an FBI spokes-
man termed many of Bur-
ton’s allegations “‘distorted
or false.”

that characterized .

‘Search fbr the
500-Pound Tub

San Diego

Police are looking for Ma-
dame Katherine Tingley’s
bathtub, )

Madame Tingley, founder
of the Theosophical Sociefy
in 1897, died on a trip to Eu-
rope in 1929. She was herald-
ed at the time as one of the
“six Californians whose
name is instantly recognized
throughout the world.”

But her 500-pound. ¢ast-
iron bathtub stayed around
in anonymity, until some-

3

body stole it from the back-
yard of the pioneer Dixon
home on land formerly
owned by the Theosophical
Society., *

Society members study all
the world’s philosophies in
what they call a ceaseless
search for fruth.

'The search for Mme.
Tingley’s bathtub has been
assigned to Detective Joe
Armstrong, who said he
hasn’t even found a ring.

Associated Pirss

The spokesman reiterated
that the bureau’s Conintel-
pro’ effort had not continued
beyond April, 1971, and
maintained that the FBI had

not instructed Burton to join

or report on any labor un-
ions amd had no knowledge
of his involvement in any

““violent” demonstrations

during the Miamj couven-
tion.

Cointelpro’s operation is

-expecterl to be investigated
by select committees of the

Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives. :

Cointelpro was described

in a report' by the Justice ‘-
‘epartment last November

© as a 17-year attempt to dis-

rupt,  expose or neufralize
such organizations as the
communist party and the Ku
Klux Xlan. :

Burton, who lives in Tam-

pa. Fla.. said that he and ot-
ber wmdercover intelligence

Tricks

Burton headed the “Red
Star Cadre:!” ostensibly a
pro-Communist .Chinese or-

ganization that he said he -

formed in May. 1972 ‘At the
direction of the bureau.”
and directed until he left the
bureau's employ -in July,
1974.

Burton. a 42-year-old auc-
tioneer and antique dealer,
said he became involved
with the FBI after he was
invited by a co-worker at a
Tampa janitorial service to
join the Communist party.

Burton said he advised the
FBI's Tamna field office of
the invitation and was visit-

~ed the nex day by two
agents. who ~ersuaded him
to adopt a revolutionary

agent operated bhogus
"o aist T organizations,
set un - "th the assistanceof |
e T o e them grina
Wit T e h eadieats i
their communities and

around ti2 country.

For move than two years, !

guise and to frv to infiltrate
radical grou»s in the Tampa
area. He said he was later
asked to infiltrate groups in

the United States and Cana- .
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