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FBI Must Destroy File 
Newark N.J. 

Lori Paton. the teenage 
girl who became the subject 
of a federal investigation as 
the result of a classroom ex-
ercise, won her fight yester-
day to force the FBI to de-
stroy all records pertaining 
to the incident. 

In a nine-page opinion, 
U.S. District Judge A. Cockle-
ban ruled that there was no 
legal justification for posses-
sion of the file by the FBI 
and said, "the existence of 
these records may at a later 
time become a detriment" 
to the 17-year-old girl. He or-
dered the files "removed 
from the custody of the gov-
ernment and destroyed." 

B ut Coolahan rejected-
Miss Patim's claim for $65,-
000 in damages and refused 
to grant so-called "class" 
relief aimed at preventing 
the FBI from continuing to 
conduct the type of surveill-
ance that led to the exist-
ence of a "subversive" file 
on the girl because she 
wrote to the Socialist Work-
ers party to gather informa-
tion for a political science 
course. 

Frank Donner, director of 
the American Civil Liberties 
Union's project on political 
surveillance and author of 
several books on the subject 
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of government surveillance, 
said the ruling appeared to 
be the first of its kind in the 
nation. 

Frank •Askin, attorney 
with the Rutger's Constitu-
tional Litigation Clinic, filed 
the suit on behalf of Lori 
and 	Gabrielson, 
chairman of the West IVIor-
ris-Mendham high school So-
cial Studies Department. As-
kin said he will probably ap-
peal the denial of the class 
relief to the U.S. Court of 
Appeals in Philadelphia. 

"While we're happy for  

Miss Paton that the records 
will be . destroyed we think 
the decision is inadequate," 
Asldn said. "It means the 
FBI can continue to inter; 
fere with political inquiry 
and keep records on inno-
cent people," Askin said. 

IThe incident began early 
last year when IVfiss Paten 
wrote- a letter requesting in-
formation, on the Socialist 
Labor 'party as part of her 
work ' in a social studies 
project entitled "From Left 
to Right," which sought to 
explore various political ide 
ologies. 

. I3Y mistake she addressed 
the ;letter to the Young So-
cialists Alliance, that IS af-
filiated with the Socialist 
Worker's party. 

About that time, L. Pat-
rick Gray, the former acting 
FBI director, ordered a 
120-day mail cover on the 
party which was listed on 
the pow. defunct attorney 
general's list of subversive 
organizations. 

A postal inspector in New 
York, screening mailsent to 
the party, came up with 
Miss Paton's name and it 
was sent tone FBI. 

T lr e Socialist Worker's 
party also sent the girl its 
newspaper and some litera-

ture. 
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The Newark FBI office 
was asked to follow up the 
lead and agent John Devlin 
ran a credit, check an Miss 
Paton's father and inter-
viewed Edward Strait, the 
police chief in Vester, who 

told the' agentno member of 
the Pafon family had a 

criminal record. 

When he visited the high 
school to gather more back-
ground on the girl, Devlin 
was .surpri sedtofihd out she . 
was still a student and the-

letter Was written as part of 
a class exercise. 

He concluded his investi-
gation a n.d recommended 
"the casebeclosed adminis-

tratively." 

The FBI, however.placed 
the reports of theinvestiga-
tion in its flies and one of 
the file cards bearing Miss 
Paton's name also has the 
notation "SM-SWP" mean-
ing "subversive matter — 

Socialist Worker'sparty." 
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Nuclear Test 
'Yucca Fiats, Nev. 

The Atomic Energy .Con-
mission plans to explode an 
underground nuclear device 
today. 
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