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N:xon Is }F{ ported-

j Set to Keep Gray
' AsF.BI Dzrector‘

| N¥Times__~

. The Washington Efar-News E
WASHINGTON, Feh. 16==1..
{Patrick Gray 3d will soon be
nominated to the post of perma-
nent director of the Fedegal |
Bureau of Investigation.

| Mr. Gray has held the actlr:g'
directorship of the agency, Jr
more than nine months, smqe-
the death of J. Edgar Hoover:k
His nomination by President
Nixon would require Lonﬁrma-‘
tion by the Senate.

Mr. Gray met privately with
the President at the White|
|House before a Cabinet meeting
itoday, reliable sources dis—
closed.

! There were strong mdlcatmns
|after the meeting that an“an-|.
nouncement of the President’s
decision to nominate Mr. Gr'ay !
as F.B.IL director might ccme
‘within 24 to 48 hours.

~ Mrs. Gray was Deputy At-
torney General when the Presi-|:
dent made him Acting Director|'
of the F. B. L. last May 4. .

Mr. Nixon had indicated that|.
‘the would not name a .per- .
manent  successor to . Mr.
Hoover until after the Novem-
ber election to help keepsthe
F. B. L. out of politics. . ;

Questions about the delay in
the decision to nominate” Mr,
Gray for the $42,500-a=year
permanent - job brought' the
reply that it had not been.con-
sidered an urgent matter -be-
functioning in good fashion,

But Mr. Gray's nine-month
stewardship at the F. B. I ‘has :
been controversial, and he. swill |’
face tough mterrogatmn at his
confirmation hearing before thel"
Senate Judiciary Committee.
However, he is expected to be
]endorsed by the committee and| |
|confirmed by the Senate.




