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Columnist Aides 
Washington 

T h e 	government 
dropped its case yesterday 
against investigative re-
porter. Leslie Whitten and 
two Indians after a federal 
grand jury refused to in-
dict them on charges of 
possessing stolen govern-
ment documents. 

Th e grand jury met 
Wednesday with Whitten, 
columnist Jack Anderson, 
Whitten's boss, and two Indi-
ans, Anita Collins and Hank 
Adams, and announced yes-
terday morning that because 
of a lack of evidence it 
would not issue any indict- 

ment. 
Federal prosecutor John 

F. Rudy IT then asked for 
dismissal of the charges. 

F.BI 

Whitten, speaking to other 
reporters after the brief. 
court session; attacked the 
FBI for filing the charges in 
the first place and said "the 
FBI is the real villain" in 
the matter. 

The three were arrested 
January 31 by the FBI, fin-
gerprinted and jailed on 
charges of possessing some 
of the thousands of docu-
ments taken from the Bu- 
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reau of Indian Affairs 
headquarters during an oc-
cupation by militant Indians 
last November. 

Whitten sad he was help-
ing Adams return the docu-
ments to the BIA — with 
advance -knowledge 6f the 
FBI — when they were ar-
rested. 

Whitten said the grand 
jury's action showed that it 
"considers freedom of the 
prege' more important than 
the vengeful or maliceful ac-
tions of the FBI or the Nixon 
Adrninistration.-.  

RESIRAINT 
He added, "until some re- 

stramt is put on the FBI 
things 	this will happen 
again. The White House has 
a force for political investi-
gation in the FBI that did 
not exist under (J. Edgar) 
1-loover." 

Whitten had provided An-
derson information for his 
column based on some of the 
documents taken during an 
eight - day seizure of the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs 
building. The columns al-
leged Mismanagement of 
Indian affairs on the part of 
various agencies and offi-
cials. 
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