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.. .Last sunday/two federal marshals scized tae
brieifcase of an attorney who fas representing the Gainesville
sight after the attorney nad already pasced the metal detectors
and was avoard the plane awaiting takeoff. “The Gainesville zight
is a group of Veitnam Veterans Against the war who are accused by
the federal government of conspiring to distupt the kepublican
sational Convention in liiami last auwsust. we spoke with michael
Oliver, a representative of the VVAW in Gainesville:

Uliver: (voice) On Sunday at 5 Um8clock p.m. 2.7,
Larry Turner andhis wife -—- -arry is an attorney for the
Gainseville Zight and lives in Gainesville,fla. -- He was sitting
in the plane, he had passed throush the miesitdeteztors retal
detector. Ille was in the first class .ection ol "“astern Airlines
¥light flight to Gainesville,Fla, He¢ had a 1%ge bricfease with
all his files congerning the Gainesville case, tine Gainesville
conspiracy case in his poucession. lie asked the air 1i.e
stewardess ifit would be okay for him to carry it between nis
legs. wohe said no, she would strap it to an empty seat. and sne
sald don't worry about it until we start taziing and I'11 tzake
care ol it. Approximately three or four minutes lfer two peorle
—— federal agents —— who were running the metal detector on the
outside of the plane came on the vplane, walked directly to Larry,
and asked for the briefcase, saying that they would have to put
i% ia the nold. lLarryeg lained to them that the stewardess was
goiug to take care of it. They told him thut was not going to
ve jsood enough, there were not £oing to be any extra seats on the
plane and they would have to take it. wWithout any other thouchts
“arry gave them the briefcase,

then the clane was in flight, Larry sot up and looked

and there extra seats, o number of extra s5eats, and ne alS50
saw at least three individuals in first class, three men who had
brieftases or the approximate sace size ne had, either between
their legs, on the rfloor or under the seaty etec. and it was then
that ne finally realized that they wanted his bricfease. When they
arrived in Gainesville, he resented the bagzexcherkxtazthxztun
zxfeduxaXxbagrace check that the two federal agents gave him, to
the Zas%ern Airlines revnresentative in Guinesville, and the
represen.ative told him that while all the |rest of hig bawage
arrived, his briefcase was misplaced in flight, i belicve thut
was his guote, End, we could do absolutely nothing about i%, and
“arry did rot get his briefease back until 2:15 Pelle 43T iionday
afternoon. «nd the air line has not explained the misplacement

or loss of the brief(case) or anything like that, The Tact is
that the briefcase, with all of his files nirtaining to the
saines¥ille couspizamey case was in the hands of federal
authorities for 21 hours.

Announcer: Was his briefease, or the contents of it
still intact, or were they disturbed in any way that he could teil?

Oliver: ile really couldn't tell. It's a lxrge bricfease,
and tncre were numerous files in it, and being an attorney, he
doesn't keep tiles in exact order, :nd so ne could nos tell, He
—-=therc was nothing 1issing. ne knows that. There was nothning =
missings insofar as things being disturbed,| he knows thateeecees

[Uliver coniinus=d taat the Jight!'s attorneys
preparing two motiowns, one for an investigapion to debernine whebher
the briefease iicident was deliberate, and to dismiss all churges|



