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— WASHINGTON, May II-
- Barbara Lynn Herwig recalls 
'`,,attending a recruiting ses-
-Sion by the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation when she 
vas in law school. "After I 

-was told they didn't accept 
women agents, well, I didn't 
expect to wind up here," she 
says. But today, the lawyer 

was informed by 
L. Patrick Gray 
3d that she would 
continue to be his 
special assistant 
as he moves into 

his new job as acting director 
of the bureau. The move 
means that, at the age of 27 
years, she will become the 

first woman to play a major 
role in an agency that has 
been male-dominated since 

- its birth half a century ago. 
"It may take a bit of get-

, 
 

Ling used to," Miss Herwig 
said, "but I try to act like a 
professional, and I hope I 
will be accepted as one." 

Then, in a tough tone fol-
..; lowed by a quick laugh, she 

added, "rd better be." 
, A colleague of Mr. Gray's 
staff commented: IS there 

_.are any die-hards in the 
F B I who think this shouldn't 

:happen, I can oly say that 
there couldn't be a better 
person for the job. 

Determination Is Cited 

- 	

The qualities her friends 
necite are determination, per-
`severance and a quick mind, 
combined with a logical ap-
proach to problems and what 

e,  one called "open-minded-
--mess." 

"She is really one of the 
few really bright, intellectual 

e  type conservatives I know," 
said one who knew her in 

-.college. 
- For Miss Herwig, who 

The New York Times 

Logical and open minded 

was as straight as an F.B.I. 
special agent 

She graduated from Stan-
ford University in 1967 and 
obtained her law degree three 
years later from Boalt Hall 

In November, 1970, after 
an interview with a Justice 
Department recruiter who 
later went to the Supreme 
Court—Associate Justice Wil-
liam H. Rehnquist—she went 
to work for the Civil Division 
of the department in the ap-
pellate section here, 

Backs Part of Movement 
The following March, as 

she remembers, "I got a call 
and was asked if I'd like to 
be considered for the job of 
special assistant to Mr. Gray, 
and I said, 'Of course.' " 

Of the acting F.B.I. direc-
tor, she says, "He's a great 
man, you learn .a lot from 
him," Mr, Gray calls her "an 
excellent appellate lawyer." 

As to women's liberation, 
she said that she supported 
"that part of the movement 
that is for equal employment  
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She sa' • that she would 
like to he p recruit women 
agents if r. Gray decided 
that the bureau should ac-
cept them. Her work for Mr. 
Gray has consisted of un-
dertaking "special projects 
of any Id d," she said, but 
she is no sure what her 
new respo sibilities will en-
tail. 

Outside e office, as she 
described 	rself, she is a 
"book thusiast" rather 
than a spa s enthusiast. She 
lives alan in an apartment 
in the So thwest section of 
the city, of far from the 
Justice De artment. 

She has no pets. "I'd love 
to raise 	tiger cub," she 
said, "a p t that would go 
well with the image of an 
ardent w men's lib advo-
cate." But in the next breath 
she confessed that among 
her favorite pastimes were 
sewing and cooking, at 
which she is said to be very 
adept. 
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,prefers the title Ms. but 
4-  would like still better a "more 

pronouncable" title, the path 
from public school in Cali-
fornia to F.B.I. headquarters 

and equal y, but I'm not in 
sympathy ith that part of 
the movement that says men 

e should have a 
ifferent society." 
the title Ms. to 
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