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Nothing Too Sacred
For FBI's Sleuths

HEN THE FBI's relentless sleuths

fix their attention on a culprit, real
or imagined, few sources of information
are considered too personal or saered for
exploitation.

Neighbors, friends, ex-spouses, build-
ing superintendents, college officials, even
newspaper reporters ar€ plumbed for tid-
bits of gossip.

Airline sources freely provide flight de-
tails about their passengers. Bank execu-
tives turn over their depositors’ most sen-
sitive financial records, calculated to the
very penny,

The federal government itself is a
smorgashord of information. Data is com-
piled on the average American citizen
from the time of his birth, and the FBI
feasts on it.

Military records, Selective Service
records, passport, customs, Social Securi-
ty and even Internal Revenue files, which
the hapless citizen thinks are confidential,
are actually wide open to the federal Cops.

* x  *x
THE FBI has used these sources to dig
out strictly personal information
about a variety of public figures who have
not committed crimes and aren’t ever
likely to do so.

For example, the FRI wangled infor-
mation about black leader Ralph David
Abernathy from an intriguing cross sec-
tion of sources. Abernathy succeeded the
martyred Martin Luther King Jr. as head
of the Southern Christian Leadership Con-
ference.
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