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Gray, an Assistant Attorney

General, Chosen in a Move
to Bar ‘Partisan’ Flght

By ﬁOBERT M. SMITH
Speclal to The New York Times

WASHINGTON, May 3 —|

President Nixon today ap-

|
Assistant Attorney General and||
{long-time personal friend, as|
acting director of the Federal
Bureau of Investigation.

Mr. Gray will serve until
after Nov. 7, according to the
‘White House, because the
President does not wart the|
appomtment to become “in-
volvetﬂ, partisan politics in
an election year.”

There were immediate indi-
cations of displeasure from
Senate Democrats. One staff
.aide said that Senators had ex-
ipected to have a chance to
iconfirm .~ the new . director.
“They are’going' to: haversome
doubts about this guy’s serving
eight or nine months,” hefsaid.
;' Mr. Gray tempor . re-
places J.- Edgar Haover who
'was found dead in his home
yesterday morning. The body
of Mr.! Hoover- was moved to
ithe aptol Rotunda today- to’
lie fn,,,state, pending funeral
services at 11 AM. tomorrowl

Pleas for Dismissal -
An . Administration source
said today that President Nix-|
on’s’ chief policy advisers had'
urged him to dismiss Mr.
Hoover last year. !

According to this source; the
advisers * counseled W#’Nmon
to -relieve Mr. Hoover, "1
dxgmfxed fashion, on oc-
casions. last yéar. The"Presi-
dent refused each time. °

Mr, Hoover came under crit-
icism last year for a variety
of reasons. One was his an-
nouncement to a Congressional
committée about an al
plot toKidnap Henry A.

pointed L. Patrick Gray 3d, an|

FHI-II

ity adviser, Another was
th closure that the EB.L
had "conducted surveillance- of
 black,* student and péht:e

Igroups. Still another was a Se-|
ries of personne] shifts within}

the F.BI that included the
forced resignation of William
C. Sullivan, assistant to the di-
rector.

During the first two meet-
ings last year, the Administras

of Mr. Nixon’s policy advisers
agreed with the President that
Mr. Hoover should stay.

| took place on a Saturday morn-
ing last fall, all but one of the

aides present reportedly urged

|the President to discharge Mr.

I-Iomrer by the end of the year.
The Fremdent refused again,
saying he had beéen in touch
repeatedly—by telephone and

singer, the President’s rational

in personal meetings—with Mr.
Hoover. Mr. Nixon reportedly
lectured: those present om the

Continued on Page 19, Column 1’ '

tion ‘source reported, only two

At the last meeting, swhich} |

dxrecte.r s ability to perform hzs
jobl ¢
'I‘hef":adentlty of the- vanous

. offmalﬂ- arguing one way or the
othen Was not disclosed. Nor
was the method urged by those
ccunselmg Mr. Hoover's: re-
moval, although it presumably
mvoltréct some honorary or’ ad-
visory responsibilities. P
. RicHard G.Kleindienst, Acting
Attorney ~General,

he hadiamed Mr. Gray acting

was clearly the President’s.
Mr. Kleindienst met with Mr.
Nxxon ‘eatlier in the day. Later,

the White House press secre-
tary; ‘said that the PreSident
wanted to “name a man in
whoni ‘he has implicit personal
confidence,”
© Senate confirmation is not
heceésary for the appqmtment
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- L. Patrick Gray 3d after
i __3Dp0mtment yesterday.

FPPRERpIES e

e,

of the actmg director. By hav-
ing Mr. Gray serve through

. November, the Admmlstra.bon .
will_avoid the prospect of* an-|-

¢ other Administration, ngmma-
i tion’s being scrutinized by Ju-
dlcuary Committee ‘Democrats,
The Judiciary' Committee just

- finished embarrassing hearings
on whether a contribution: of.at
leasf: '$200,000° by \the Interna-
ral’ Telephune and Telegraph
?Srporatwn to’ the Republican
National 'Convention

of three LT.T. antitrust suits.
Two Posts for Gray
m'p,Gray was) nominated to

'_) e

F.B.I director. But the dicision|

at a'%lefmg. Ronald L. Zilegler, ‘

: in San|
- Diego influenced the settlement

.| first nomination of Mr.
‘|and’ that he would functi
‘|two rolés—Acting Direc
announced| !
at the White House today that|

t |closed.

- |marine officer who was sent by
" |the Navy to George Washington

iGray retired

sey 72

when Attorney General Jﬂhhg.
chell left the Justice &
ent to run the President’s re-}
el ti;un campaign and ‘Mr,
dienst was nominated” to
'hﬁ‘:ekMr. Mitchell’s p}acyl___ 4
Ronald L. Ziegler, the'® "fe‘
House press secretary‘ i)

nounced today that the quh

istration would withdraw:

@ray

of
the,F.B1..and Assistant Attor-
‘General in charge af the
L 'Division. What sott of
Chelp he will have and, gen-
erally, how he will function in
both jobs at once was n -dlS-

Mr, Gféy is a: former sub-

Law School here. While he was
a law student hé met Mr. Nixon,
then a United States Repre-
sentative, at a arty When Mr.
rom -the Navy,
he went to work for Mr,. leon,
o.was then Vice President.

2 f

{3 Mr.
" Jabel

" cedes “very great concern about

3 sociation in Santa Ana, Calif.

n&anted .to make a nonpélitical
> 0

he “Deputy Attorney General.

Ciray isnota pohtlcal fman.”

ter Mr. Nixon became Pres-
ident, Mr. Gray. joined the Ad-
mlstratmn as executive as-
? fant to the former SeCretary
Health, Education and Wel-
are; Robert H. Finch.. He be-
ame an Assistant Aé% |
L

General in December;,
Cunc‘em Over Radicalswg

r.;r- ‘Gray has been. charac- .
ediias 2 man of great self
nte and of great loyalty
ixon. He eschews the
“conservative” but con-

he activities of radical groups.”
As Assistant Attorney Gen-
ral, he was charged with en
1orcmg the Admmlst‘ratlons
wage and price controfs. .
Last Friday, Mr. Gray ad-
iressed the Law Day banquet
f the Orange County Bar As-

arged that' the reporting
e news media “is often
inaccurate, biased and grossly
nfair.” He cited the National
Broadcasting Company, tie Co-
mbia Broadcasting [System,|
he Washington Post and: The
New York Times for allegedly
sac u‘;tmg “accuracy and objec-
qmty 0 partlsan bias and prej-
dice.”

i

L

He ¢}
[

i

u.

At a briefing today, Mr. Zieg-
[ avoided a question on
hether Mr. Gray would make
hanﬁes in the F.B.L,

L B

ice,” Mr. Ziegler: ' 'said, - “I
ink _vou' will find that'Pattick
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