
Informants Give Mafia Reaction to Colombo Shooting 
„ Vy NICHOLAS GAGE 
Dozens of underworld infor-

mants gave. Federal law en-
forcement officials infOrmation 
yeatefday about the Mafia's re-
ictkin to the sheeting of Joseph 
A. COitenbo 

Among points;the informants 
Made that officials considered 
Significant were the following: 

qSeine leaders of organized 
crime hive become apprehen-
Sive since the shooting that 
they: may be hiture targets of 
assaatint and have stayed 
curse to thier homes. 

lithe :crime leaders ate reserv-
ing judgment about Joseph 
Gallo, who was questioned by 
the police after the shooting 
Monday. Gallo himself was said 
to, fear that he would be killed. 

EiMindful of the history of 
underigorld „betrayals, Mafia 
tnehibers would not be sur-
prised if even someone close to 
COkiiiiho Were involved in his 
sheeting. 

firliOre is little suspicion in 
the underworld that Carlo 
Gambino, reputed leader of one 
of the five Mafia families in the 
inatrepolitan area who was also 
questioned by the police, knew 
anythin 

g
g in advance about the 

Shootin. 
Most of the talk about the 

f
heeting in the underWorld 
ocused on Gallo, the infer-

Manta Said, but there Was no  

haste to rush to an opinion 
about him. 

Gallo, was known to have 
been defying Colombo, the head 
of the family to which Gallo 
reputedly belongs. Prior to the 
rally of the Italian-Ameritan 
Civil Rights League Monday, 
Gallo went to . several South 
Brooklyn merchants accom-
panied by two black body-
guards and told them not to 
attend the rally . and not to 
pay .dues to the league. 

But, the informants say, 
underworld leaders recognize 
that a 16t Of people knew Gallo 
Was challenging Colombo and 
Was dose to bladt gangsters, 
vo the shooting could have been 
engineered tO point to Gallo. So 
there is a reluctance in the 
Mafia to rush to a judgment of 
Gallo. 	• 

Fears for Life 
Gallo is said by the inform-

ants to have expressed fear 
that he himtelf will be shot 
and has spent much time holed 
up in hit lower Manhattan 
apartment. 

Mafia leaders are analyzing 
the baCkground of JohnSOn and 
his handling of himself at the 
Shooting for Sighs on whether 
he Was put np for the job. 

Thetigh hit background shows 
no ,isidiCatiori that he was a 
Orofeisional killer, according to 
the informants, his behavior at 

e shooting was highly pro-
essional, indicating that he  

might have been picked out 
and coached for the assign-
ment. 

Favoring the theory that 
someone in the Colombo Mafia 
family had a role in the shoot-
ing, the organited-crime lead-
ers are suspicious not only of 
Men hostile to Colombo such 
as Gallo and Carmine Persia), 
leader of a powerful faction in 
the family, but also of his most 
trusted lieutenants. 

The informants say that Ma-
fia members do not think that 
Gambino had any prior knowl-
edge of the assassination at-
tempt. 

Gambino, they say, was not 
happy that the publicity Co- 

VICTIM DESCRIBES 
BEATING AT RALLY 

The man who was beaten by 
some of the people attending 
the Unity Day rally. in Columbus 
Circle on • Monday said yester-
day that he was a musician and 
had volunteered to play at the 
rally and that his offer had 
been accepted. 

Leon Hewitt, 42 years old, 
whose group is called Dutch-
umba and his Warriors, said 
hew as making his way through 
the crowd near Central Park 
South, folloWed by his drummer 
and bass player, when he was  

lombo was getting aS a result 
of his involvement With the 
Italian-American Civil flights 
League brought increased at-
tention on the Mafia. But he 
was not upset enough to take 
drastic action. 

Knowing GaMbino, who likes 
to Operate quietly, Mafia Mem-
bers feel that the dramatic 
shooting of COlOmbo would 
have been. stopped by him if 
he had knOWri it was to hap-
pen. 

"The boys feel it's not Gam-
bino's style and it'S not some-
thing he Would have wanted 
done,". a Federal` andel quot-
ed one informant as havhig 
told him. 

stopped by people in the crowd. 
Mr. Hewitt shaves his head, 
leaving a comb of hair resem-
bling that of a Mohawk Indian. 

He was asked what he was 
carrying in tWo cases. He said, 
"My organ laid my music." 
Thee, he said "they asked if I 
had a contract, and when I 
asked what they meant they 
yelled, 'Get that nigger?'" 

In the ensuing mole Mr. 
Hewitt was beaten by the 
crowd and, he said, by a dozen 
policeman. He was charged with 
disorderly conduct and resist-
ing arrest, and "I still don't 
knew what happened to my 
instruments." he said. 
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