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velopment Conference, with copies of records from F.B.I. 

'nation regarding these groups 
on a continuing basis to fulfill 
our responsibilities and to 'de-
velop such coverage where none 
exists. 

"Effective immediately, all 

B.S.U.'s and similar organiza-
tions organized to project the 
demands of black students, 
which are not presently under 
investigation, are to be subjects 
of discreet, preliminary inquir- 
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F.B.I. Files Tell of SurveillciiLce 
Of Students, Blacks, War Foes 

By FRED P. GRAHAM 
Se*dal to Ma New York Times 

WASHINGTON, March 24— 
Copies of Federal Bureau of 
Investigation documents that 
have been mailed anonymously 
to several newspapers and in-
dividuals indicate that the 
agency is engaged in active sur-
veillance of student, Negro and 
peace groups. 

The F.B.I. acknowledged, to-
day the authenticity of the doc-
uments and said they had been 
stolen from the two-man bureau 
office in Media, Pa., near Phila-
delphia, on March 8. 

The documents suggest that 
F.B.I. surveillance of dissenters 
on the political left has been 
far more extensive than was 
generally known. They also 
show that the subjects of )n-
quiries include obscure persons 
marg.inally suspected of illegal 
a r ilv ity. 	k 

The disclosures come at a 
time of mounting controversy 
over reports of widespread Gov-
ernment surveillance. 

A Justice. Department source 
said that a distorted picture on 
the bureau activities had been 
given because the thievei had 
thus far circulated only '1'4 
documents—relating to investi-
gations of students; blacks and 
new Left groups—out of more 
than $00 documents that were 
stolen. 

Surveillance discussed in the 
documents that have been put 
into circulation, ranges from 
an order by the bureau direc-
tor, J. Edgar Hoover, to investi-
gate all student groups "or-
ganized to project thefdemands 
of black students," to a paper 
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noting ari Idaho Boy Scout lead; 
.er's plans to :take his troop to 
the Soviet Union. 

There' is also a dis-cussiom,of 
a bureau Order to investigate 

studdnts, 'teachers, and sei-
ilitists Who had been in the 
Soviet Union: at least a month, 
-tie eletertine if there had been 
attemps by So'sfiet intelligence 
agencies to recruit- them. 

In addition; the papers dis 
lose that Mr. Hoover has given 

lcis approval for the limited re 
.entitment of. informers in the 
-18-to-21 agegroup. 	. - 

Copies of the document are 
known to have been received 
-by Senator George S. McGov-
,rern,. Democrat of South Dakota; 
(Representative Parren J. Mitch-
tell, Democrat of. Maryland; The 
New York Times, The Wash-
ington Post and The Los An-
geles Times. The copies sent 
to The Times came in an enve-
lope addressed to Tom. Wicker, 
an asociate editor and column-
4st. It--bore a Princeton; N.J. 
postmark. 
5 A letter signed by he. Citi- 

gen's Commission to Invetigate 
said the dr/cue:tents 

had been-taken as part' of an, 
!effort to scrutinize the bureau's 
Surveillance. activities, 

Apart from the 14 internal 
bureau ' communications and 
iltmemorandums, most of which 
were typed on Government 

`ristationery. There was a-report 
gram the Swarthmore- (Pa.) Po- 

ice 	about black 
tnklitarit ' activities at -Swarth- 
more College. - 	— 

Memo Froxii Hoover 
The bureau's.. interest in stu-

ent militancy is reflected in a 
memorandum of Nov. 4, 1970, 

;iv Mr. Hoover. 
It said in part: 

nr 	cyeased campus disorders 
involving black students pose 

ka defiinte threat to the nation's 
tistabilit3tand security arid indi-
cate need for increase in both 

i'.quality and quantity of intelli 
aence information on Black 
'Student Unions and similar 
(groups - which are targets 'for 

linfluence and control by vio-
Ience-prone Black Panther par-

.-ty and other extremists . . 
We must' target informants 

'and sources to develop infer- 

ies, limited to ,,..establisted 
sources and carefullyhonditct-
ed to avoid criticism. . . . 

Open individual cases on of-
ficers and key activists in each 
group to determine background 
and if their activities warrant 
active investigation." 

Mr. Hoover specified that 
"this program will -include pin-
ior colleges r and -two-year col-
leges as well as four-year col-
leges." 

Infiltration 'Attempted 
Other papers disclose that the 

bureau attempted to infiltrate 
a conference of war resisters 
at Haverford (Pa.) College in 
August, 1969, and at a conven-
tion of the National Association 
of Black Students at Wayne 
State in June, 1970. 

There was also a report on a 
Berkeley University coed from 
Philadelphia who was said by 
one informer to be "an in-
verterate Marxist revolutionist" 
and by another informer to be 
an "average, Iiberalerinded stu-
dent" The girl was not placed 
on the "Security Index." - 

One memorandum said that 
the telephone operator at an 
Eastern college showed to an 
F.B.I. agent long-distance tele-
phone records of a philosophy 
teacher who was . apparently 
suspected of harboring fugi-
tives. The college security of-
ficer and the city's chief of po-
lice also,provided- information. 

Several documents urged dis-
cretion in campus investiga-
tions, which are apparently 
governed by a special manual 
for checking on student groups. 

Documents concerning blac 
militant groups disclose tin 
minute details are recorded ii 
volving activities within tl 
Black Panther party and tr 
National Black Economic Di 
velopment Conference, whic 
ampaigned in 1969 to collet 

reparations from the nation 
churches for "racial injustices. 

Financial Problems 
The memorandums, appal 

ently based on informatio 
from informers within th 
Philadelphia chapters of thes 
two organizations, quote cor 
versations invohrjag financh 
difficulties, and personal bicker 
ing. They also include copie 
of the checking account stet( 
ments of the Economic Confei 
ence's Philadelphia branch, a 
tamed from the Souther: 
National Bank. 

Assistant Attorney Genera 
William, H. Rehnquist ha 
argued in Senate hearings the 
noncoercive surveillance doe 
not have a "chilling effect" o 
free political expression. 

However, a newsletter friar 
the Philadelphia. bureau offic 
has urged increased interview 
ing of people identified wit 
the new left because "it wi 
enhance the paranoia endemi 
in these circles and will furthe 
serve to get the point acres 
there is an F.B.I. agent behin 
every mailbox." 

In addition,", it said, "som 
will he overtime with th 
overwhelming personalities c 
the contacting agents and vo: 
unteer to tell all—perhaps o 
a continuing basis." 


