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FREEDOM FOUNDATION HONORS OFFICIAL WHO FOILED DZECH REDS

B N
e

VALLEY "FORGE, Pa. ‘Héb.

himself and his family “in im-
minent danger through four
four years” of anti-Communist
sp¥ work was named winner
tonight of the Freedom Foun-
dation’s highest award.

Frank J. Mrkva, chief of the
field service branch of the
\United States Passport Offick,
{was cited for thwarting éfforts.
iby ~“Czechoslovak agents® tol
plant listening devices in builc-
ing§ used by American diplo-
mats. 7 ol

Mr. Mrkva, born in Beaver
Falls, Pa., of Czechoslovalg
migrants, was among
1,400 organizations,
and individuals honored B
nonprofit, nonpolitical fal
tion in its 19th annual
tition to spur “a bette
standing of the American™
of life.” .-

Sixty of the top ‘Winners
gather tomorrow on the 236th

wy

birthday of George Washington|
.to receive their awards. Other
| presentations will be held later
/in -the spring throughout the,

| country.

Awards were made for ser-|

'mons, public addresses, nmews-
paper editorials, motion  pic-
tures, still . photographs,i car-

vertisements, ' corporate. and
nonprofit publications, radio
'and television programs, col-
lege; community and education
programs.

Winners in a category, called
“Géneral Americana” included
the Boy Scouts of America, the
American Heritage Publishirg
Company of New York City,

International, the Ladies Awe
iliary of the Veterafis 'of

: terna;iiional. &,
Mr.. Mrkva was hailed for
Jexposing Czech attempts to get
JdAmerican  diplomatic  secrets|
|betweon November,' 1961, and|

| ul%; 1066, During that feriod. |

said that foundation, he “placed
himself i ily in irn-

21 (AP) — A 35-year-old Stata}
Department official who placed!

| |ceived.

“| |\ George. Washington award in-

toons, local and national' ad-|

Kiwanis International, the Na-
tional Exchange Club, Civitan|

Foreign Wars, and Certoma In-|

; dation spokes savr) [ ogiwepoor el b
ANk vA was abprodched by | 12 *ﬁnﬂ%feﬁﬁﬂﬁ'g e
4two members of the #Czech _nor,-:_sé?_fgr;pn--snprém Court

.Embassy in Washington, who
were later expelled from the
countrv, and fed them jun-
classified papers from time to
time — materials such as a
State Department telephone!
|hook, press releases and admin-
iistrative reports that had been

icladred for transmittal,

to'plant a listening -device and|
the object was supplied. Fol-|
Jlcw;nng a series of clandestine

Mav, 1965, Mr. Mrkva|
was asked by one Czech agent|

meetings, Mr. Mrkva was given
g listening device that could
be activated and deactivated!
by remote control. It was to]
have-been placed in an office|
bookcase. e |

The plot was made public
after one agent complained
that no signals were being re-

Mr. Mrlkva, a resident of

000: | Previotis winners .of the

{clude Senator John J. McClel-

Lanham, Md., will receive $5,-}
|ence Hall at their farm “where

F of Investi

tion; President Herbert Hoover,

| |and Col. John H. Glenn, Amier-
1H

ica’s first astronaut.
wriften, said or,done diring
1967, went to a former Setre-
tary of State, a Hollywooddc-
tress, the: commander of the
Army band, a Florida shetiff
and_the physician-founderof
the hospital ship S.S. Hope. i, |
The ~foundation distribufes!
uagbout.;$100,0{}0'- in cash, medals,
{libraries and teacher-pupil vis-|
its tto’this area where Wash-|
ington’s men spent the winter|
of 1777-78. 3 ¢ wmter:

James F. Byrnes, now 88|
\vears old and in retirement in|
‘Columbia, 8.C., ¥vas cited for
|“his  distinguished career ' as|

Lo

&

Justice and Secretary of State™
‘—the last in 1945-47 under
President Harry S. Truman.

.y Special Awards Made -

Wattha Raye, tabbed “Colo-
nel Maggie” by Vietnam serv-
Jicemen, won the’ National Serv-
|ic Medal “for her lighthearted
entertainment giving ‘cheer to,
lonely patriots far from home.”|
BobvHope, movie and television,
comedian, was the only previ-
{ous recipient. . 1
ik é@di’&l Freedom Leadership
Medals ,were awarded to Dr.
|William B. Walsh of Washing-
ton, president of Project Hope,
which' sponsors the worldwide
VOYages of the hospital ship;

Dt -arland of To-
pé for. ‘his multitude
of i tic. spesches,”

., and Mrs. Walter Knott
ofi; 1a--Park, - Califi; fo¥ cons

structing a model of Independ-

educational programs on the

' e o Los Angeles; campus programs—Pierce Cal-
g_g_nted__-:-.‘.’. - l:ssq. _gei_! d. F‘Im C%iif,, a_nld Xavier
UThe ' 34-member awards jury|Yaversity ity LHrion

dentg—Dr. Lawrence F. Small

22 Feb 68

ners Lis
Other winners:

e Sermons—ihe Rev. John F. Sammon of the
fundamental principles under- Stercrgcills:-:_Rgman Catholic Cﬁurch, Tustine |

girditig. ‘6ur republic .are pre-|Calif, pudlic sddresses—Carl R, Terzian

headed by two 'college presi-|Louis Goodwin,” Corumbus (Ohio) Dispatch;
I ediforial—Jim Wrighs, Dallaz Morning News.
Gevernmental "unit—0ffice of the Chaplain,

ron at Wright-Patterson Air  Force Base,

el

awards, also for tﬁings'

\Datiiel

|Awards: They are: £

politigal
(S g2
She
Pit ' County, Clearwater,
Fla'.",,. t. COI.
Lobod - Washington, com-|yuod;

i

\versity’— also chose five per-|insiructiony latier Srom servicoman-/Soe:]
|sons for National Recognition |Sa=ioneq in Germany where h wrote

Ernest Crain, member of the|columbus Chioy 4 g el
) T 1 pany, Erie, Fa., an
science - faculty atjHemmemmill, baper e e ~ Company,

di commanding officer fmeal inc.
pemyiband, rand “Mr. Eé”f’ﬁ‘:ﬁ’és Foiss Bitd,

of épg.ky Mountain and Dr.|air Force; ihe 1350ih Mofion Picture Sauad-
1,L. Marsh of Boston Uni-| Gy, "3nd the Arizona Desartment' of Pulic

serviceman—Spe:

on "Freedom—y  Heritage, My Responsi-
nility;" General Americana—Ed Mason of
{Dhiny * *Dispaich, _ advertising—

Guardian  Moving

na _(Calif.)’ College;iPensacola, Fla.; publications—Potomac Edison
Donald S. Genung. of|Compam, Hagerstown, Md., and Veterans

of Foreign Wars,
Radio—KDKA radio, Piftshurah; teleyision

Samuel R.|—American Broadcasting Company, New Yark

and Charles Cahill & Associates, fnc., Holly-
economic  education—Junior LAchieve-
New  York, 'and “Union  Electric
Lodié; letter 10 editof—Mary




