
Retired Pentagon Officer 
is Seized as Spy for Soviet 

N TT i me s 

Named in Indictment as Conspirators in Espionage 

William H. Whalen, retired Col. Serge Ederaski, for-
Army Lieutenant Colonel 'ger Soviet military attache, 
arrested as a Soviet snv. was accused by the F.B.I. 

'United Press International Cablephotos 

Mikhail A. Shumaev, for-
mer Soviet embassy official. 
Russians have left U.S. 

• 

By FRED E. GRAHAM 
• - 	special to The New York Times 

WASHINGTON, July 12—A retired 

Colonel was arrested by .Federal agents 
of conspiring to commit espionage for 
while serving at the Penta-' 
gon in .a staff positiOn with 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff: 

William Henry Whalen, .`51 
years old,. a resident of nearby 
Alexandria Va., was picked up 
by agents of the Federal Bu-
reau of Investigation en an in-
dictment that accused him of 
conspiring. With two RuSsian-
Embassy employes to pass high 
level defense information to the 
Soviet Government. 

The "Rus.sians, identified in 
the indictment as Col. Sergei 
Edemski. an& Mikhail A. Shu-
niaev, were named as co-con=  
spirators but net defendants. 

oth have left the country. 
According to the indictment; 

from December, 1959, to March, 
1961, Colonel Whalen was paid 
$5,500 in five monthly install-
ments of $1,000 and received 
one payment of $500. It did not 
Say-whether the Russians ac-
tually received any,information 
troni hint 
. However, . the ednaniraters. 
Were ,salif to haste eon:spired:to 
supply to, the tiusaians 'data 'ori.  
a, wide, range 	-sensitive sub-, 
jects., The- indictment listed the 

• 
. "Information pertaining ,' to  
atomic weaponry, Missiles, mili-
tary plans for the defense, of 
Europe; estimates of= Corripa.ra-
tive military capabilities,' Mili-
tary': intelligence reports and 

' Army lieutenant 
today on charges 
the Soviet thiion 
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'analyses, ,.information concern-
ing the retaliation plans by the 
United . States Strategic Air 
COmmand and information per- 
'  taining to troop movements." 

In legal terminology, the in-
dictinent gave the following ac-
count' of meetings between the 
officer and his Russian con-
tacts: 

In December, 1959, Colonel 
Whalen met Colonel Edemski, 
then the,, assistant Soviet mili-
tary attaché, at a shopping cen-
ter in Alexandria. Later that 
month he met Colonel Edemski 
again. This time Mr. Shumaev, 
who was given the code name 
Mike, came along, with the first 
payment of $1,000. Mr. Shu-
maev was first secretary of the 
Soviet Embassy. 

Over the next year and a 
half, the American officer met 
Mike at shopping centers in 
Alexandria, exchanging infor-
mation for payments of money. 
His method was to note down 
classified information that came 
his way in the Pentagon and to 
encourage other oficers to tell 
him about-their. activities. 

Colonel Edemski returned to 
Russia in 1960. In 1961 Colonel-
Whalen was retired on physidal 
disability, but he agreed with 
Mike to attempt to find civilian 
employment with the Defense 
Department that would give 
him access to military secrets. 
He was unsuccessful in this. .., 

The conspiracy ended early in 
1963, about the. time that Mr. 
Shumaev returned to the So-
viet Milian. 

Although the indictment 
speaks in terms of the conspira-
tors' intent, it does not say how 
much information Colonel Wha-
len was able to pass along. His 
position on the staff of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, the nation's top 
military planning group, sug-
gests that he would have had 
access to important data. 

He had been assigned to the 
Army Intelligence Branch in 
Washington from July, 1955, 
until he moved to the Joint 
Chiefs position, Previously he 
had served in the European 
Theater of Operations from 
May, 1945, until December, 1947, 
and in japan from 1952 to 1955. 

The indictment was handed 
down at Newport News, Va. The 
espionage charge could bring 
the death penalty, if he is con-
victed. 

J. Edgar Hoover, Director of 
the Federal Bureau of Investi-
gation, announced tonight that 
Colonel Whalen had been ar-
rested at his home in Alexan-
dria. 

Colonel Whalen, a pudgy-faced 
man with close-cropped dark 
hair, was arraigned before 
United States Commissioner 
Alex Akerman Jr. in Alexandria 
shortly after his arrest. 

Colonel Whalen, who is said 
to suffer from a severe heart 
condition, later was released on 
bond of $15,000, which had been 
set by a Federal judge in New-
port News. 


