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Hoover Defends Inquiry by F.B.I. at Wesleyan 
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Special to The New York Times 

4—The members of the student 
government of Wesleyan Uni-
versity, who last month protest-
ed an attempt by the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation to ob-
tain the membership list of the 
campus chapter of the Students 

.- for a Democratic Society, have 
a received a stinging reply from 
.0 J. Edgar Hoover. 

In a letter to the Wesleyan 
College Body Committee, pub-
lished in the current edition of 
the college's semiweekly news-
paper, The Wesleyan Argus, 
Mr, Hoover defended the inves-
tigation and termed the con-
tents of a letter sent to him 
by the committee "utterly false" 
and "irresponsible." 

Attacked Bole in Vietnam 
The student governing body's 

protest grew out of an inoident 
last month in which Stanley Id-
zerda, dean of the college, said 
an F.B.I. agent had asked him 
for names of all students in the 
college's Students for a Dem-
ocratic Society chapter. Mr. Id-
zerda said the college kept no 
such lists and "we consider the 
student's activity his own af-

0  fair," 
The organization, which has 

attacked the United States' role 
_0 in the Vietnam war and has sold 

guides on how to claim conscien-
tious objector status in the 
draft, is reputed to have almost 
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200 chapters with 
members.  

In his letter, Mr. Hoover 
said: 

"The Attorney General (Ni-
cholas deB. Katzenbaeh) stated 
publioly dn October, 1965, that 
he had instructed the F.B.I. to 
determine the extent of Com-
munist infiltration into the Stu-
dents for a Democratic Society, 
which was establishing chapters 
throughout the United States. 

"This was the purpose of our 
contact with an official of Wes-
leyan University, and at no time 

Agency Sought Membership 
List of Antiwar Group 

was any attempt made to in-
timidate any students or official 
of the univeristy. To say so is 
a misrepresenatation of the 
truth of the matter." 

The letter went on to say: 
"Your statement that the 

'F.B.I. investigation is extreme-
ly hostile to the goal of aca-
demic freedom' is not only ut-
terly false but also is so irre-
sponsible as to cast serious 
doubt on the quality of aca-
demic reasoning or the motiva-
tion behind it." 

Cites Duties of F.B.I. 

Mr. Hoover noted that the 
bureau was responsible for in- 
vestigating activities of individ-
uals and organizations under 
laws enacted by Congress, by 
Presidential directives and un- t 
der instructions from the At-
torney General. 

"These investigations are in-
itiated in a straight-forward 
manner without apology to 
anyone and are conducted ob-
jectively truthfully and impar-
tially to determine the facts," 
the F.B.I. director wrote. - 

"An F.B.I. investigation of 
certain members of an organi-
zation is not a judgment but a 
gathering of facts, to be studied 
by duly constituted legal au-
thorities," Mr. Hoover declared. 

"In performing its duties, the 
F.B.I. has not and will not ex-
ceed its authority; neither will 
it shirk its responsibilities." 
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