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Accused in
Letter Case .

Tnited Press International

. Top FBI officials ordered a 5J
[threatening letter written by 3
Lee Harvey Oswald destroyed
shortly after the 1963 assassi-
Ination of President John F. 1
‘Kennedy, The New York
‘Times reported yesterday. * 0y
| The Times said then- FBr i
'chief J. Edgar Hoover &
{ “probably” was in on the dem~ £
sion, because the person who "
relayed the order to destroy !
the letter was one of his assis- P
tants who would not have act- ~

ed except on Hoover's mstruc-
tions.

The decision to destroy the
letter was made at a meeing
of top agency officials in
Washington the weekend after
Kennedy’s death, the Times
said, quoting “a sourece famils
iar with the meeting.” It did
not say who attended the high-
level meeting or whethewr
Hoover was there.

The existence of the letter
was first reported earler this
month by the Dallas szw
Herald.

FBI director Clarence M,
Kelley, in a statement, confir-
medits existence and said
there was - evidence it had
'been destroyed, He said the
letter, delivered to the FBI's
Dallas bureau about 10 days
before the President was
killed, apparently warned in-
vestigators not to make fur.
ther attempts to interview (_)_5—
wald’s Russian-born wife,

did not threaten the - Preqza
dent.

The Times, however, quoted
its source as saying the letter
contained a threat to “blow
up” the Dallas police depart-
ment.

The letter was destroved to
avoid potential embarrass-
ment to the FBI and not fo
hinder the investigation of
Kennedy’s death, the Tm!e«
source said. i

He said an assistant to Hoo-
ver, who relayed the order to
the Dallas FBI bureau, would
never have directed the  de-
struction of possible evidence
except on Hoover’s expressed
order. .
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