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Guard ays, #
HeTookCIA
Sub Memo

By Wzlham Farr =

‘ Los'dAngeles Times 0
Los. Angeles

AT super-Secret memo to
Howard Hughes describing
the CIA’s plan to raise a
sunken Russian submarine
was taken from the billion-
aire’s Hollywood communi-
cations center hy Security
guard Mike Davis and later
desnoyed by him, Davis told
the Los Angeles Times yeS-
terday. ;

Authorifies had prevmue—
ly ‘believed the document
had been stolen by burglars
who- overpowered Davisto
gain- entrance to the Ro-
maine street offices Just be-
fore 1 a.m. last June 5.

It is ironical that an act by
an obscure guard would ulti-
mately lead to public disclo-
sure of one of history? s most .
expensive and secrétive in-
telligence missions—one
that cost hundreds of mil-,

‘lions of dollggs and six years
of prodigious effort.

In an interview with' a
fimes reporter before mak-
. ing the same disclosure to
the district attorney’s office
and police detectlveb Davis

said:

“After the burglars had

+ gone, and I hadbeenableto

get to a phone to call for
help, 1 noticed two pieces of
paper.- on the floor near the

door-to Kay Glenn’s -office. -

The ' burglars must have
dropped them there.

“One of the papefs“ was
just-a typewritten memo to

HRH and the other looked -

like a check with a lot of ze-
Tos on if. :

“My hands were still par-
tially tied together with tape
so I had to sort of scoop the

papers up- and jam them -

into my pocket. In all the ex-
citement that followed with

‘the arrival of the police and

everything, I forgot' that I
had the documents.

“It was just an absent-
minded thing. The next time
I noticed them was when I
got- home and was in the
bathroom changing clothes.
When I saw what I had, I
panicked.

“One, document was a

- memo saying that the CIA

wanted to build a ship or

something to bringup a Rus-
sian-sub: I den’t remember
all the details, but I recall
that it said President Nixon:
knew about it and that the
IRS would look the other
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how the money was

" being put in.

“The other documenL was
actually a deposit note for
$100,000 made payable to
Glenn. For several months I
kept both the memo and the

ote in a bedroom drawer.

When all the pub11c1ty be-
gan. to break on the Subma-
rine ‘business about a month
ago; T tore up thé memo and
flushed '3t down the ‘toilet.
Then I took Glenn’s $100,000
note - and put it.in a friend’s

safe

(Glennis a top executlve
w1th the: SuBima Corpi; ‘the

“holding ‘eompany ‘which cone
“trols the'vast Hughes ﬁnan-

cial empire.. The note:is; &

celtlflcate of deposn'. shiows.

ing that Glenn had:placed
$100,000 in the South, Holly-
wood branch .of  Bank..of
America to draw.an intérest
tate..of A0 -8 ‘per; cent. an
nually. Tts maturity date
was July 24, 1974.)

By his actions, Davis sei
into motion an intrigue that
was to envelop CIA Director
William = Colby, FBI Chief

Clarence:"reley, Los Ange-
les county District Attorney ¢
Joseph Busch, Police Chief
Edward Daws and the news
media.

Operating on the bevhef
that the burglars had stolen
the secret sub memo and
that it was among the pirat-
ed documents they had at~
tempted to ransom for $1-
million, these high officials
and scme of the nation’s
leading publications joined
in an extraordinary effort to
keep the lid-of secrecy on
the project because of na-
tional security Tamlflca-
tions.

«Had I had any ideathat
the memo involved som®
thing of that magnitude, my
wholescourse of action would
have been different,” Davis
told the Times yesterday.

“1 "grant that I made a
mlstake but as toughasitis
for me. 1 now want to clear
“everything up.’

JDavis was dlsnnsSed by
the Hughes organization
ghortly after. the. burglary
because. of his refusal to
take a lie detector test.



