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ENVOY'S WIFE ANN PATTERSON

A tearful statement in Mexico b ;

Wife's Plea for
Kldnaped Husband

'Hermosﬂlo, Mexico

. Struggling to hold back
tears, Ann Patterson plead-
ed yesterday with the terror-
ist kidnapers of her diplo-
-mat husband, John, to
“please let me know that he

f;1s well.” ,

. Her voice breaking, Mrs.
fPatterson appeared at a
news conference to read a
" statement expressing her
,concern that news of her
- hushand’s abduction a week
*dgo had been made public,
~apparently in contradiction
.to instructions from the kld-
“napers

“I am here to appeal to
..the people who have my hus-
“band that I am desperately
Usorry that the news of his
disappearance has been

made public,”” she said.
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from the other side.”’
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“wLocal police sources,
‘meantime, speculated that
'+ the kidnapers — whom they
| believe to be members .of
the “September 23 Commu-
nist  league’’— ml,ght have
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1 abducted Patterson “by mis-
take.” '

They said —without elab-
orating on the basis for their
reasoning — that the terror-
ists may have taken Patter-
o . son for the newly-appointed

1 will do ,everythmg;l‘can counsul general here, Ed-
to assure his safety. ‘ward Stellmacher. '

“Please let me know'that | Patterson has been as-
he- is Well.‘Please contact  gigned here only since last
me and I yill do everything = January and is not widely
I can to assure his safety 2 known. Stellmacher was
supposed to arrive last week
but was delayed.

The newspaper El Impar-
cial said it was informed by
“good sources” that $250,000
— which the sources de-
seribed as “half of the ran-
som” — was paid the kid-
' napers in the Arizona border
city of Nogales last Satur-
day '

. Hermosillo is 150 miles
| south of the border.

A consulate spokesman
Robert - Milton, exprpssmg
hope that Patterson is s’all
alive, said  payrhent of the
ransom - ‘“‘depends on Word

Indmatmg that the kidnap-
ers had threatened to kill
the 31-year old vice counsul
if news of his abduction'was .
leaked to the press, Milton
added:

“When we finally: show .
you the ransom note you will | Milton reitreated earlier
see why we have been so | U.S. officials statements
careful about this. We hope | that Washington is mnot.
the kidnapers will take the | putting up anransom money
five-day news blackout ‘as a in this case. v
demonstration -~ of  good  «ppe family and friends of
faith.” ‘ Mr. Patterson will pay it.”

The blackout was broken. he said without revealing
in Washington last Wednes-] how much ransom is being
day when U.S. Attorney! demanded.
General William Saxbe let :
word slip out while talking
with newsmen, ;ﬁ, :
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