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By United Press IuternatLo:ual

MEXICO CITY, Aug. 19—A
small ‘blue helicopter landed in
the courtyard of Santa Maria
Acatitla Federal Prison last
night, and guards assumed a
visiting dignitary would step
out. Instead, the police said to-
day,a c011v1cted American mur-
derer and a Venezuelan coun-
‘terféiter scrambled aboard and
escaped.

The police placed prison of-
ficials under arrest today and
issued an alert for another
American believed to have en-
gineered the spectacular es-
cape from the maximum se-
curity prison.

convicts as Joel David Kapl a“n
42 years .old, a former
Yor;{ millionaire importer
inga 28-year term for muzder,

tonio Contreras Castro of, Ven-
ezuela, who was serving a sen-
tence for counterfeiting’ and
forgery. Xaplan had been con-
victed of the murder in 1961
‘of .a Puerto Rlcan, ;Lun M.
|vidal.

- <Airfields Alerted

A police spokesman .said
the man believed to have en-
.||\gineered the escape and. per-
haps ot have piloted the heli-
copter was an American, whom
they identified as Orville Dale.

Mr. Dale visited Kaplan at
the prison yesterday only a few
hours before the escape. .

']:he unmarked hehcopter was
set’ down -in the prison “yard
during a heavy rain. “It'‘was

They identified the escapec{ last February hidden in a tuck,

3 not

andA his ‘cellmate, Carlos An-|

all a question of a few &
utes,” one guard said.

The warden, José Luis Cam ]
pos Burgos, said that “all those|.
responsible for the custody and|:
security of the jail” had heen|:

placed under arrest while ithe
escape was being investigated.
The police sent out a gen-
eral alert to all Mexican air-
fields and extra vigilance \’ivas
reported on both the United
gtates and the Guatemalan,
ers

duras or Venezuela.

Prison officials said that hoth|:
Kaplan and Contreras Castro|
had attempted to escape fmm:

the maximum security prison

rediscovered. They were
“disciplined, the off1 als

said,

There were reports thes
two might try to flee to H9n-§
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I COpter Plucks 2 From ] &iTat1 1n Hexico

Police agents were sent to a
private airfield at Venta Prieta,
about 100 miles north of Hexico
City, where a helicopter answering
the description of the getaway
crait was seen Tuesday. The
helicopter disappeared from the
international airvort radsr screen
yesterday as it headed south over
the mountains that surround FMexic

City,
¢ 71 1, Who never admitted

g‘ ilt, was the owner of a molasses
PoT tln firm in Hew York. He

is the nephew of J.M. Eaplan,
president of the J.M. Haplan Fund

of Ne" Tork., Testimony before the
Lted States Congress in 1964
scr:.bfm the fund as a philan-

't.;_oo ¢ organiration created as a
conduit for Central Intelligence
Agency funds,



