
aw
ard

 certificate w
ith

 h
im

 to
 

the W
est. 

T
eam

 P
ro

v
ed

 V
alu

ab
le 

A
cco

rd
in

g
 to

 th
e W

estern
 

so
u
rc

e
s, h

e
 w

a
s a

ssig
n
e
d
 to

 
run—

that is, m
anage—

the S
at-

terlin
s sev

eral y
ears ag

o
 an

d
 

as th
eir M

aterial b
ecam

e m
o
re 

and m
ore valuable, he w

as told 
to

 co
n
cen

trate o
n
 th

em
. 

H
e h

as to
ld

 h
is in

terro
g
ato

rs 
th

at h
e w

as p
u

lled
 o

ff th
e jo

b
 

early this year, recalled to M
os-

co
w

 an
d
 p

rep
ared

 fo
r a n

ew
 

a
ssig

n
m

e
n
t. H

e
 w

a
s se

n
t to

 
E

ast G
erm

an
y
 to

 train
 3

0
 n

ew
 

G
erm

an
 ag

en
ts fo

r th
e K

.G
.B

. 
C

o
n
rad

 A
h
lers, W

est G
er-

m
a
n
 G

o
v
e
rn

m
e
n
t's d

e
p
u
ty

 
sp

o
k
esm

an
, said

 th
e train

in
g
 

sch
o
o
l w

as o
p
erated

 w
ith

o
u
t 

tl k
n
o
w

led
g
e o

f th
e E

ast G
er-

m
an

 S
tate S

ecu
rity

 S
erv

ice. 

O
fficials said ,C

olonel, R
unge 

d
e
c
id

e
d
 to

 d
e
fe

c
t w

h
e
n
 h

e
 

learn
ed

 th
at h

is n
ew

 assig
n
-

m
en

t w
o
u
ld

 req
u
ire. h

im
, an

d
 

h
is w

ife
 to

 le
a
v
e
 th

e
ir so

n
 

b
eh

in
d
 in

 M
o
sco

w
 "as a hos-

tag
e." 

C
o
lo

n
e
l R

u
n
g
e
 w

a
s a

 so
-

called
 V

o
lg

a - G
erm

an, 
born 

M
arch

 8
, 1

9
2
8
, in

 th
e U

k
rain

-
ian

 v
illag

e o
f N

o
v
o
so

ltn
o
y
e. 

H
e w

as sen
t to

 G
erm

an
y
 to

-
w

ard
 th

e en
d
 o

f th
e w

ar as a 
fo

rced
 lab

o
rer, serv

ed
 th

e S
o
-

v
ie

t o
c
c
u
p
a
tio

n
 a

rm
y
 a

s a
n
 

in
terp

reter, an
d
 w

as recru
ited

 
b
y
 th

e M
.V

.D
., th

e fo
reru

n
n
er 

of the K
.G

.B
., in 1949. 

W
h

ile th
e ex

p
o

su
re o

f th
e 

rin
g
s ru

n
 b

y
 C

o
lo

n
el R

u
n
g
e 

w
as h

ailed
 b

y
 W

estern
 in

tel-
ligence officers as "very, neat," 
it w

a
s p

o
in

te
d
 o

u
t th

a
t th

e
 

T
H

E
 N

E
W

 Y
O

R
K

 T
IM

E
S

, T
H

U
R

S
D

A
Y

, O
C

T
O

B
E

R
 2

6
, 1

9
6
7
 

B
onn E

xperts  Say D
efector W

as O
ne o" Soviet's A

blest A
gents 

B
y D

A
V

ID
 B

IN
D

E
R

 
.Special to T

he N
ew

 Y
ork T

im
es 

L
O

N
D

O
N

, O
ct. 25 —

 ,L
ieut. 

C
o

l. Y
ev

g
en

y
 V

. R
u

n
g

e o
f th

e 
S

o
v
iet S

tate S
ecu

rity
 C

o
m

m
it-

tee (K
.G

.B
.), w

h
o
 d

efected
 th

e 
U

n
ited

 S
tates, w

as d
escrib

ed
 

to
d

ay
 in

 th
e B

o
n
n

 in
tellig

en
ce 

co
m

m
u
n
ity

 as th
e m

o
st su

c-
cessful C

om
m

unist agent know
n 

to
 h

av
e p

en
etrated

 secrets o
f 

th
e N

o
rth

 A
tlan

tic T
reaty

 O
r-

ganization. 
C

olonel R
unge, 39 years old, 

defected O
ct. 10 in W

est B
erlin 

w
ith

 h
is E

ast G
erm

an
 w

ife, 
V

alentina, and their 8-year-old 
so

n
. T

h
e
y
 a

re
 in

 th
e
 W

a
sh

-
in

g
to

n
 v

icin
ity

 u
n
d
erg

o
in

g
 in

-
terro

g
atio

n
 b

y
 A

m
erican

 an
d
 

W
est G

erm
an

 in
tellig

en
ce o

f-
ficers. 

A
c
c
o
rd

in
g
 to

 in
te

llig
e
n
c
e
 

so
u
rces h

ere, C
o
lo

n
el R

u
n
g
e's 

b
ig

g
est co

u
p
 w

as to
 o

b
tain

 a 
virtually com

plete set of W
est-

e
rn

 a
llie

d
 p

la
n
s fo

r d
e
a
lin

g
 

W
ith all crisis situations in iso-

lated
 W

est B
erlin

. 
P

h
o
to

co
p
ies o

f m
o
re th

ari a 
d
o
z
e
n
 o

f C
o
lo

n
e
l R

u
n
g
e
's 

p
asses, id

en
tity

 
cards 

and 
d
o
cu

m
en

ts w
ere sh

o
w

n
 to

d
ay

. 
H

e h
ad

 b
ro

u
g
h
t th

e d
o
cu

m
en

ts 
w

ith
 h

im
. 

T
h
e in

fo
rm

atio
n
 w

as m
ad

e 
available to new

sm
en to count-

er S
o

v
iet an

d
 E

ast G
erm

an
 al-

le
g
a
tio

n
s th

a
t th

e
 d

e
fe

c
tio

n
 

w
as a h

o
ax

. 
'A

 S
tu

p
id

 Jo
k

e' 
L

ast S
unday JT

ass, the official 
S

o
v

iet p
ress ag

en
cy

, said
 in

 
a d

isp
atch

 fro
m

 M
o
sco

w
 th

at 
th

e
 R

u
n
g
e
 s

to
r
y
 w

a
s
 

"in
v
en

ted
," "a lie fro

m
 b

eg
in

, 
n
in

g
 to

 e
n
d
," a

n
d
 "a

 stu
p
iti 

joke." Y
esterday, the E

ast G
er-

m
an

 In
terio

r M
in

istry
 called

 
a n

ew
s co

n
feren

ce to
' d

eclare 
th

at "E
u
g
en

 R
u
n
g
e" w

as an
 

E
a
st G

e
rm

a
n
 c

itiz
e
n
 w

ith
 a

 
"crim

in
al reco

rd
" w

h
o
 d

isap
-

peared w
ith his fam

ily O
ct.. 1

0
. 

T
h
e co

lo
n
el w

as rep
o
rted

 to
 

h
a
v
e
 re

c
e
iv

e
d
 c

o
p
ie

s o
f th

e
  

crisis plans through H
einz S

ilt-
terlin, 43, w

hose w
ife, L

eonore, 
3
9
, w

as a secretary
 to

 a sen
io

r 
F

o
reig

n
 M

in
istry

 o
fficial in

 
B

onn. 
M

rs. &
M

erlin
, w

h
o
se S

o
v
iet 

C
o
d
e n

am
e w

as g
iv

en
 as L

o
la, 

w
a
s sa

id
 to

 h
a
v
e
 ta

k
e
n
 th

e
 

d
o
cu

m
en

ts h
o
m

e fro
m

 th
e o

f-
fice safe. H

er h
u
sb

an
d
, w

h
o
 

nom
inally w

orked as a photog-
rap

h
er, alleg

ed
ly

 m
ad

e co
p
ies 

o
f th

e
 d

o
c
u
m

e
n
ts a

n
d
 c

o
n
-

v
ey

ed
 th

em
 to

 C
o
lo

n
el R

u
n
g
e. 

M
r. an

d
 M

rs. S
titterlin

 w
ere 

arrested w
ithin five hours after 

C
olonel R

unge's defection. S
he 

h
an

g
ed

 h
erself fo

u
r d

ay
s later 

in
 h

er cell w
h

en
 sh

e learn
ed

 
th

at h
er h

u
sb

an
d
 m

arried
 h

er 
in

 1
9
6
2
 o

n
 in

stru
ctio

n
s fro

m
 

M
oscow

. 
In

te
llig

e
n
c
e
 o

ffic
e
rs sa

id
 

C
o
lo

n
el R

u
n
g
e w

as train
ed

 fo
r 

six
 y

ears in
 th

e S
o
v
iet U

n
io

n
 

b
efo

re b
ein

g
 sen

t in
 1

9
5
5
 to

 
W

est G
erm

an
y
 as an

 "illeg
al" 

a
g
e
n
t—

th
a
t is, w

ith
o
u
t' a

n
y
 

connection w
ith the S

oviet E
m

-
b
assy

 in
 B

o
n
n
 o

r w
ith

 o
th

er 
o
p
en

 S
o
v
iet o

rg
an

izatio
n
s. 

H
e
 w

a
s sa

id
 to

 h
a
v
e
 b

e
e
n
 

a
ssig

n
e
d
 first to

 ru
n
 a

 sm
a
ll 

rin
g
 o

f ag
en

ts in
 B

ad
 G

o
d
es-

b
e
rg

 w
h
o
se

 ta
rg

e
t w

a
s th

e
 

F
rench E

m
bassy. P

enetration of 
th

e F
ren

ch
 E

m
b

assy
 w

as al-
leg

ed
ly

 effected
 b

y
 L

eo
p
o
ld

 
P

iesch
el, 4

4
, o

n
e o

f th
e fiv

e 
p

erso
n

s ro
u

n
d

ed
 u

p
 at th

e tim
e 

o
f th

e co
lo

n
el's d

efectio
n
 o

n
 

su
sp

ic
io

n
 o

f b
e
in

g
 S

o
v
ie

t 
ag

en
ts. P

iesch
el w

as said
 to

 
h
av

e o
b
tain

ed
 a k

ey
 to

 a safe 
iti th

e _
em

b
assy

 an
d
 to

 h
av

e 
lifted

 N
A

T
O

 an
d
 o

th
er secret 

papers. 
C

p
lo

n
el R

u
n
g
e's w

o
rk

 w
ith

 
P

iesch
el \v

as d
escrib

ed
 as• so

 
satisfacto

ry
 to

 h
is esp

io
n
ag

e 
su

p
erio

rs th
at h

e w
as aw

ard
ed

 
th

e
 O

rd
e
r o

f th
e
 R

e
d
 S

ta
r, 

th
ird

 class, o
n
 D

ec. 1
8
, 1

9
6
4
, 

b
y
 V

lad
im

ir Y
. S

em
ich

astn
y
, 

th
en

 th
e C

h
ief o

f th
e K

. G
. B

. 
T

h
e
 sp

y
 to

o
k
 a

 c
o
p
y
 o

f th
e
 

S
o
v
ie

t a
g
e
n
ts h

a
d
 a

c
q
u
ire

d
 

"m
aterial of great value," prov-

iding evidence of "grave• secu-
rity

 g
a
p
s." It is u

n
d
e
rsto

o
d
 

th
at a m

assiv
e secu

rity
, ch

eck
 

is u
n
d
er 'w

ay
 in

 th
e F

o
reig

n
 

M
inistry here. 


