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RUBY'S "LAST DAYS (700) 2y PES
EDITOR'S NOTE; IF JACK RUBY HADN'T KILLED LEE HARVEY osﬁALD,
THERE MIGHT BE LITTLE OR NO CONTROVERSY TODAY ABGUT THE ASSASSINATION
OF JOHN F, KENNEDY, BUT JACK RUEY ENDED ANY POSSIBLE OSWALD
TESTIMONY AND, AS HIS OWN DEATH APPROACHED, BEGGED THE WORLD TO
BELIEVE WHAT MANY FIND IT HARD TO BELIEVE, THAT HE WAS PART OF NO
CONSPIRACY TO SILENCE OSWALD. HERE @8 A REPORT ON JACK RUBY'S
LAST ‘DAYS. e Cq S
e 2 s
BY BERNARD GAVZER
ASSOCIATED PRESS WRITER
DALLAS, JAN, 3 (AP)~JACK RUBY DENIED IT TO THE EDGE OF DEATH,
. BUT fJEVEN KIS FAMILY COULDN'T HELP ASKING, BECAUSE SO MANY OTHER
PEOPLE SEEMED TO BE ASKXING, WHETHER HE REALLY ACTED .ALONE, AND NOT
AS PART OF A CONSPIRACY, TO KILL THE ACCUSED ASSASSIN OF PRESIDENT
JOHN F. KENNEDY. = ,
AND SO, NEAR THE END, EARL RUBY ASKED HIS BRCTHER AGAIN, AS
HE HAD MANY TIMED BEFORE; £
"ARE YOU SURE, JACK, THERE WAS NOTHING ELSE?"
AND JACK RUBY ANSWERED, SAYS HIS BROTHER:"
I'M NOT HIDING ANYTHING., I'M NOT PROTECTING ANYEODY. THERE IS
- NOTHING TO HIDE, NO ONE TO PROTECT. BELIEVE ME,."
 AS KE LAY IN HIS GUARDED ROOM IN PARKLAND MEMORIAL HOSPITAL,
STRICKEN WITH CANCER, JACK RUBY OFTEN SEEMED TO BE BEGGING THE WORLD
TO BELIEVE HE WOULD TAKE NO SECRETS TO THE GRAVE,
:  HE ALSO VAS TORMENTED BY HALLUCINATIONS IN WHICK A IMAGINED THAT
* MILLIONS OF AMERICAN JEWS WERE BEING SLAIN IN A ﬁﬁ?ﬂﬁ&m AS PUNISHMENT
BECAUSE HE, A JEW, SILENCED THE ALLEGLD KILLER OF A PRESIDENT,

- gAg2
. "RUBY COULD BE RATIONAL ON CERTAIN LEVELS AND WHOLLY IRRATICMAL
ON OTHERS, ACCORDING TC THOSE CLOSEST -TO HIM. FOR EXAMPLE, HE MIGHT
BE WATCHING :A FOOTBALL GAME ON TELEVISION AND SOMETHING WOULD
TOUCH HIM OFF--LIKE A& PENALTY. WORSE IS BEING DONE TO THE JEWS,
HE WOULD SAY, |
RUBY INSISTED THAT HE ALONE, WITHOUT PLAN OR PROMPTING, SHOT
LEE HARVEY OSWALD,
HE SWORE ALSO THAT RUMORS OF SECRET MEETINGS RELATING TO THE
PRESIDENT'S ASSASSINATION, THE KILLING OF DALLAS POLICENAN J,. D.



TIPPIT AND THE SLAYING OF OSWALD, VERE LIES INVENTED BY "MOMSEREH,"
A YIDDISH, EPITHET, | |
THESE DETAILS OF RUBY'S LAST DAYS CAME FROM HIS EROTHER, EARL, A

DETROIT BUSINESSMEN; ELMER GERTZ, A CHICAGO RNEY PROMINENT ON THE
LEGAL TEAM WHICH WON REVERSAL OF THE DEATH SENTENCE gIVEN TO RUBY IN
1564, AND, THROUGH THEM, FROM OTHER MEMBERS OF THE FAMILY, |

THE RUBY MURDER TRIAL AND THE WARREN COMMISSION REPORT SUPPORTED
CONCLUSIONS THAT RUBY ACTED ALONE IN SHOOTING OF OSWALD--A
SHOOTING THAT WAS WITNESSED BY A TELEVISION AUDIENCE OF MILLIONS OF
AMERICANS SUNDAY, NOV. 24, 1563, | '

BUT A ROILING CONTRCVERSY ABOUT THE WARREN REPORT HAS PRODUCED
VARIOUS . THEORIES OF CONSPIRACIES~--SOME OF WHICH GIVE RUBY A
- HIDDEN ROLE. HOWEVER, GERTZ SAIDg

"HE SIMPLY COULD NOT CONCEIVE THAT PEOPLE COULD NOT SEE
THAT HE NOT ONLY ACTED ALONE BUT THAT THEY COULD TAKE THIS AND TWIST
IT INTO A PRIMISE FOR GIVING HIM A ROLE IN A PLOT AGAINST THE
PRESIDENT, A MAN HE WORSHIPPED.*

eAL3 . |

JACK RUBY SOUGKT NO FORGIVENESS FOR SHOOTING OSWALD
GERTZ EXPLAINED

"I DON'T THINK JACK MENTIONED HIS NAME MORE THAN A FEW TIMES IN
'THE MANY TIMES I SAW HIM, AND THEN IT WAS AS IF OSWALD WAS A FIGURE
- - BEYOND HIS COUPREHENSION, JACK SAV HINSELF AS & KIND OF INSTRUMENT.
~'HE DID NOT HAVE THE DELUSION THAT GOD TOLD KIM TO DO'IT, OR THAT
HE WAS AN INSTRUMENT OF ANY PEOPLE, BUT THAT IT HAPPENED WITHOUT
HIS CONSCIOUS WILL,™ | |



BUT JACK RUBY SOUGHT FORGIVENESS FROM AMERICA'S JEWS,., HE WAS
CONVINCED THAT KIS CRIME HAD TRIGGERED A POGROM IN WHICH JEWS
WERE BEING TRANSPORTED TO DALLAS AND TORTURED TO DEATH IN THE BASEMENT
OF THE DALLAS COUNTY JAIL,
"THAT IS NOT TRUE, JACK. IT IS NOT TRUE," EARL TOLD HIM, AND
'SO DID MANY OTHERS WHOM HE ORDINARLY TRUSTED, ‘
"DON'T TELL MEYf DON'T TELL ME! I HEAR FROM SCREAMING FROM THE
BASEMENT EVERY NIGKT.® -
JACK RUBY ALSO COUP CANCER WAS INDUCED SECRETLY
IN JAIL. WHEN-FE EXPERIENCED DIFFICULTY BRERRHING EARLY IN
DECEMBER AND WAS TAKEN TO THE KOSPITAL, IT WAS THOUGET THAT HE HAD
PNRHfIONIA, HE TOOK THIS AS PROOF THAT MUSTARG GAS WAS SEEPED INTO
HAS CILL. WHEN KIS CONDITION WAS DIAGNOSED ASCANCER, HE WAS
CERTAIN IT HAD BEEN INJECTED INTO KIM. -

HOWEVER, HIS FAMILY PRAISED TKE TREATMENT RUBY RECEIVED IN
PARKLAND, ALTHOUGH THEY COMPLAINED THAT HIS CONDITION HAD BEEN
- NEGLECTED OR BRUSHED OFF AS "HAMMING IT UP* IN JAIL. _
JACK RUBY SPENT HIS LAST DAY IN A LARGE PRIVATE ROOM WHICH KAD ONE

I

WALL DONINATED BY A WIDE WINDOW. A NURSE AND TWO DEPUTY SHERIFFS
il
WERE ALWAYS ON DUT RUBY SPENT HOURS WATCHING TELEVISION, ESP L

FOOTBALL GAMES,

£

Al

"ON SATURDAY AFTERNGON, DEC, 17, HE FELT SO GOOD, HE MOTIONED FOR

. HIS SISTER, EILEEN, TO COME TO HIS SIDE,

 "EILEEN, DG ME A FAVOR," HE ASKED..

. HE HANDED HER A LIST FOR PASTRAMI} CORNED L::f, KOSHER DILL

. ‘PICKLES, RYE BREAD. M CHEESE, ONIONS, BAGELS.,

~ "THE DOGTORS DIDNS OBJECT," SAID ELMER GENTSw_"OF COURSE, JACK

COULDN'Z-HOLD THAT FOOD DOWN, BUT TO DENY IT TG HIMWQULD BE LIKE

A CONDEMNED MAN HIS LF\S}' FEAL LT |

THE END HIS MOOD -- ACCORDING TO

FAMILY -- CHANGED TO ONE OF,"BLACK DESPAIR™ ,
AND HE WEISPERED THAT HE DIDN'T WANT TO DIE FAR FROM HONE.

HOME, FOR JACK RUBY, WAS CHICAGO; THE CITY OF HIS BIRTH. -
(MORE) | -
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DALLAS == FIRST ADD RUBY'S LAST DAYS ..ir....
X X X HIS BIRTH, . _ S
TG HIS BROTHERS AND siSTERs, JACK RUBY WAS TO THE END, A "k.
SYMPATHETIC, GENEROUS MAN," |
THOUGH THEY WERE CONVINCED KIS SHOOTING OF OSWALD WAS AN
IMPULSIVE ACT AND THAT JACK DID IT ENTIRELY ALONE, THEY, TOO,
JERE CONFUSED BY ALL THE RUMORS AND ARGUMENTS.
DURING SUCH FLEETING MOMENTSOF DOUBT, THEY WOULD ASK IF
THERE WERE ANY OTHERS WHO MIGHT ALSO HAVE BEEN RESPONSIBLE,
ATTORNEY GERTZ AND EARL RUBY SAIJ JACK WAS FULLY thp:‘oF THE
ONTROVERSY ABOUT THE WARREN REPORT. |
“HE KNEW OF THE INCREDIBLE CONSTRUCTIONS BY VARIOUS CRITICIS
IN WHICH IT WAS HINTED THAT THERE WERE SECRET MEETINGS, THAT JACK
. MIGHT HAVE HAD CONNECTIONS WITH. OSWALD, OR WITH J.D, TIPPIT (THE
. POLICE OFFICER OSWALD ALSO WAS ACCUSED OF KILLING)," GERTZ SAID.
“ ONE DAY IN DECEMBER, GERTZ ASKED|RruBYs "JACK, TELL ME,
DID YAUI D
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DALLAS--SECOND ADD RUBY'S LAST DAYS (A11-22) X X X GERTZ SAID.
g :
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DALLAS--SECOND ADD RUBY'S LAST DAYS' (A22) ¥ X X GERTZ SAID.

ONE DAY IN DECEMBER, GERTZ ASKED RUBY; “JACK, TELL ME,

~ DID YOU KNOW TIPPIT? PEOPLE KEEP ON SAYING YOU KNEW HIN,"

' "FIRST OF ALL," RUBY SAID, “THERE WERE THREE TIPPITS ON THE

_POLICE DEPARTMENT, THE ONE WHO WAS SHOT I NEVER KNEW, NEVER HEARD OF ,

'~ ONE OF THE OTHER TIPPITS I KNEW."

“WEAT ABOUT OSWALD? WAS HE EVER IN YOUR NIGHT CLUB, DID YOU
"EVER MEET HIM OR SEE HIN?® | | |
"THE FIRST TIME I EVER SAW .OSWALD WAS IN THE JAIL AFTER HE
WAS ARRESTED. -I NEVER SAV KIM IN MY CLUB 'AND I NEVER MET HLi
'BEFORE IN MY LIFE," RUBY SAID, o
A FEW WEEKS AFTER THE 5-YEAR-OLD RUBY-WAS FOUND TO HAVE CANCER,
HE EXPRESSED A WISH TO TAKE A LIE DETECTOR TEST TO PROVE THAT ALL
HE SAID WAS TRUE. HIS WORSENING CONDITION PRECLUDED SUCH A TEST.
HE HAD RECEIVED SUCH A TEST FROM REPRESENTATIVES OF THE WARREN
cqmmzsszom ON JULY 18, 1964, NO INTERPRETATION OF THAT TEST
WAS MADE, ON THE GROUND THAT THE RESULTS WERE QUESTIONABLE BECAUSE
OF RUBY'S EMOTIONAL CONDITION,
_ RUBY, A STRIP-TEASE CLUB OPERATOR WHO GENERALLY VIEWED ACCOMPLISHED
- AND CULTURED PEOPLE AS INHABITANTS OF A REMOTE WORLD, HAD AN
UNCHARACTERISTIC REACTION TO A MEETING WITH U.S, CHIEF JUSTICE
EARL WARREN ON JUNE 7,.1964.
DURING THE INTERVIEW, ACCORDING TO ATTORNEY GERTZ, WARREN
ASKED RUBY TO READ SCMETHING. .
"I CAN'T, I DON'T HAVE MY GLASSES," RUBY REPLIED. |
WARREN REMOVED HIS SPECTACLES AND HANDED THEM OVER. RUBY THEN
READ THE PASSAGE WITHOUT DIFFICULTY,
MONTHS LATER, GERTZ ASKED RUBY WHAT KL THOUGK
© JUSTICE. | S
"OH, HE'S_SHCH A WONDERFUL MAN," RUBY ANSWERED:\EN“ THEN, ADDED
CONFIDENFIALLY, "BUT HE'S SO NAIVE," 15

OF THE CHIEF
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GERTZ SAID, I ASKED HIM, 'WHY DO YOU SAY THAT?' AND ALL HE
DID WAS SHRUGGED HIS SHOULDERS." 1
TRANSCRIPTS OF THE WARREN INTERVIEW SHOW RUBY REPEATEDLY SAYING
HE HAD MORE TO TELL, BUT THAT HE WOULD HAVE TO BE TAKEN FROI DALLAS,
HE WANTED TO GO TC WASHINGTON, :GNE CRITIC OF THE QARREN.REPORT
MARK LANE, HAS'IMPLIED SOMETHING SINISTER IN THE FACT THAT RUBY
WAS NOT TAKEN FROM DALLAS, o
"'T'V THINGS HE SAID TO ML IN UTHOST SECRECY WERE THINGS THAT
COULD BE SAID ANYWHERE, DALLAS OR WASKI! NGTON," GERTZ SAID.,
"I COULD NOT ENTER KIS MIND, BUT I Alf CERTAIN TO MY SATISFACTION
THAT THERE WAS NO MORE TO TELL, JACK CONFABULATED, KE TRIED.TO
INSINUATE KNOWLEDGE. | ‘
"FOR EXAMPLE, WHEN HE SHOT OSWALD, HE WAS IN A BLACKOUT, KE
KNEW h’hm OSWALD; BUT HE tmn NO REAL MEMORY OF THE EXPERIENCE.
THE SAME THING IS TRULJABOUT HIS EXPLANATION OF WHY KE SHOT OSWALD,
HE SAID HE DID IT BECAUSE HE WANTED TO SPARE JACQUELINE KENNEDY
THE ORDEAL OF HAVING TO COME BACK TO DALLAS FOR A TRIAL, 'THAT
WAS SONLTHING HE CONFABULATED (VWANDERING, UNDER ENOTIONAL PRESSURE).
"'IT OFFENDED KIS PRIDE TO BE CALLED INSANE, SO WHAT HE ATTEMPTED

~+..TC DO IS SHOW THAT HE KNEW FROH MEMORY DETAILS ABOUT SOMETHING

4 WHEN INDEED IT WAS SOMETHING KE LEARNED ABOUT LATER."
. DID RUBY HAVE rppazczarxou OF' THE CALAMITY HE CAUSED HISTORY
BY SHOOTING OSWALD?

aA27 : .

"™AS FORTHE IMPACT ON HISTORY, THAT WAS MUCH TOO SOPHISTICATED
'ﬂ»sONCEPT-FOR HIM," SAID GERTZ, IT REALLY.DID NOT REGISTER IN
ANY MEANINGFUL WAY WITH HIM."

' UNTIL KE FELL ILL OF CANCER, RUBY'S LAWYERS PLANNED A DEFENSE
" THAT THEY VERE CONVINCED WOULD HAVE SPARED HIM THE ELECTRIC
_CHAIR AND PERHAPS SET HIM FREE.

THEIR OPINION WAS THAT RUBY WOULD BE FOUND GUILTY OF MURDER
WITHOUT VMALICE AND POSSIBLY RECEIVE AS PUNISEMENT A ONE YEAR
SUSPENDED SENTENCE.

GERTZ, WHO LIKE THE OTHER LAwYERs SERVED WITHOUT FEE, WAS
ASKED |, ; _ |
WAS IE SATISFIED THAT RUBY DIED TELLING THE TRUTH?

"YES," HE.SAID, g
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