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SECOND LEAD RUBY DEATE
BY CLAYTON E. HICKERSON
ASSOCIATED PRESS WRITER ‘

DALLAS, TEX., JAN. 3 (AP)-JACK RUBY, THE SLAYELR OF ACCUSED
PRESIDENTIAL ASSASSIN LEE HARVEY OSWALD, DIED TODAY IN PARKLAND
HOSPITAL, WHERE HE HAD BEEN SUFFERING FROM CANCER SINCE DEC. S.

RUBY WAS MCVED TO THE HOSPITAL AFTER COMPLAINING OF AN ILLNESS
WHICK JAIL DOCTORS HAD BEEN TREATING AS A BAD COLD FOR THREE WEEKS-

\T THE HOSPITAL, KIS ILLNESS WAS rIFST DIAGNOSED AS PNEUMONIA
AND THEN AS CANCER WHICH HAD SPREAD INTC THE LYMPH GLAWDS, LUNGS
AND PANCREAS. X-RAY AND SURGERY WOULD DO NO GOOD, DOCTORS SAID.

RL‘IY'S DEATH C;’I.I:E IﬁT 10:30 A.I"f. cCST)o
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SHERIFF 'S DEPUTIES HAD BEEN ISSUING TWICE-DAILY BULLETINS ON
RUBY'S CONDITION BUT THIS MORNING SAID THE BULLETIN WOULD BE A
*LITTLE LATE," |
© A PRODUCT OF THE CHICAGO SLUMS, RUBY WAS LITTLE KNOWN EVEN IN
DALLAS UNTIL HE STEPPED IN FRONT OF TELEVISION CAMERAS WITH A
SNUB-NOSED REVOLVER AND SHOT OSWALD. '

THAT WAS ON'NOV. 24, 1953, AND THE ONE-TINME CHICAGO TOUGH X

THAT WAS ON NOV, 24, 195834 AND THE ONE-TINE CHICAGO TOUGKE KID
HAD GAINED THE WORLD RENOWN FRIENDS SAID HE ALWAYS HAD WANTED,
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“HE SPENT THE REST OF HIS LIFE BEKIND BARS AND IN CHICAGO TODAY,

ELMER GERTZ, ONE OF HIS DEFENSE LAWYERS, SAID RUBY "LOOKED LIKE A

MAN OF 0 YEARS" WHEN GERTZ SAW HIM JUST BEFORE CHRISTHAS.

RUBY WAS 55, '

"IN RUBY'S ROOM WHEN HE DIED WERE HIS BROTHER, EARL RUBY OF
DETROIT, MICH.; HIS SISTER, EVA GRANT OF DALLAS, AND EILEEN
KAMINSKY, ANOTHER SISTER FROM CHICAGO. o

(MORE).
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 DALLAS--1ST ADD 2ND EAD RUBY Xx FROM BHICAGO.

VISITORS WERE RARE AFTER RUBY WA§ JMILED. HE WAS INACCESSIBLE
EXCEPT TO HIS FAMILY, LAWYERS AND IMWESTIGATORS. |

ONE VISITOR IN THE COUNTY JAIL WAS CHIEF JUSTICE EARL WARREN,
WHO WAS PRESENT WHIN RUBY WAS GIVEM & LIE DETECTOR (POLYGRAPH)

EST. 1IN THE TEST, RUBY DENIED THAT THERE WAS, ANY CONSPIRACY
CONNECTING HIil WITH THE ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT KENNEDY,

RUBY DENIED KNOWING OSWALD, AND HE DENIED PERSONALLY KNOWING
‘DALLAS POLICE PATRCLMAN J. D, TIPPIT WHO OSWALD ALSC WAS ACCUSED
'OF SHOOTING TO DEATH ON AN OAK CLIFF STREET SOON AFTER PRESIDENT

KENNEDY WAS KILLED, | |

SINCE BLING TAKEN TO THE HOSPITAL, RUBY HAD INSISTED ON ANOTHER
LIE DETECTOR TEST TO PROVE THERE WAS NO CONSPIRACY. EXPERTS AND
DOCTORS SAID THE ADVANCED STATE OF KIS CANCER PREVENTED THE TEST
FROM HAVING VALIDITY. | | :

RUBY HAD BEEN ONLY SEMI-SUCCESSFUL WHEN HE SKOT OSWALD AND WAS

THROWN TG THL FLOOR BY DALLAS POLICE,

i |
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"AT 52, HL WAS KNOWN AS THE OPERATOR OF THE CAROUSEL CLUB, A
TOUGH GUY WHO ACTED AS HIS OWN BOUNCER AND WOULD THROW YOU OUT IF
YOU "LOCKED AT THE GIRLS WRONG" AND A "DA{ON RUNYON TYPL WHC WOULD
‘GIVE YOU THE SHIRT OFF KIS BACK,"
HE USUALLY CARRIED A PISTOL, FRIENDS SAID, BUT HAD NEVER BEEN
' 3 - '
KNOWN TGO USE IT UNTIL KE DARTED BETWEEN OSWALD'S POLICE ESCORT
AND SHOT KIM ONCE IN THE ABDOMEN. |
RUBY, FRIENDS AND ENEMIES ALIKE AGREELD, WAS A MAN WHO WANTED
TO ATTAIN "CLASS,™ A WORD KE USED FREQUENTLY IN DESCRIBING
PEOPLE WKO IMPRESSED HIM,
GEORGE SENATOR, WHC SHARED AN OAK CLIFF APARTHENT WITH RUBY
WHEN THT OSWALD KILLING OCCURRED, SAID RUNY NEVER TOOK ANY PART

IN POLITICS. ™I DOUBT IF HE EVER VOTED MUCH, Y SENATCR SAID,



BUT WHEN RUBY WAS ASKED WHY HE KILLED OSWALD, HE SAID IT WAS
TO SPARE MRS. KENNEDY THE ANGUISH OF HAVING TO TOMC BACK
DALLAS FOR OSWALD'S MURDER TRIAL,

HE WANTED PEACE FOR MRS. JACQUELINE KENNEDY, HE SAID. h

KIS SISTER SAID “JACK DIED  PEACEFULLY." SHE SAID SHE HAD
VISITED RUBY AT S A.M, AND AT THAT TIME HE WAS SLEEPING PEACEFULLY.
MRS. GRANT, EARL RUBY AND DALLAS LAWYER PHIL BURLESON HAD VISITED
HIM, -
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AFTER HE MADE KIS STATLJTJT TO THE WARREN COMIISSION REPRESENTA~
TIVES, THERE WAS STILL DOUBT 1IN, MANY ?;133.

WHEN EOQOOKS AND T;ﬁIODICALS BEGAN DWELLING CON THE FGiRT, AND
SOME SAID FLATLY THAT RUBY KNEW'OSWALD, THAT RUBY WAS A FRIEND OF
Jo Do TIPPIT AUD THAT THE ﬁSSASSIﬁATfON WAS PLANNED BY A HUGL GROUP
OF CONSPIRATOR, RUBY FSfﬁE THE SECCOND LIE DETECTOR TEST.
- THEN: ONLY OVER THE LﬁST WEEKEND, IT WAS REVEALED THAT ONE OF
RUEY‘S LAST ACTS WAS TO RECCRD AAOLFER STATEMENT DENYING ANY
CONSPIRACY THAT HE KNEW Auub;. .

EARL RUBY, SAID GERTZ, TOCOK A SMALL RECORDER INTO THE HOSPITAL
ROOM FOR JACK TO USE AND TELL HIS STORY-—THZ‘STORY KE DIED WITH,
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A DALLAS JURY SENTENCED RUBY TO DEATH AFTER A STORIIY, MONTH-

. LONG TRIAL BEFCRE DIST, JUDGE JOEL B. BROWHN ,IN ARCH 15&4. BUT THE
TEXAS COURT OF CRIMIWAL APPEALS OVERTURNED THE CONVICTION LAST
OCTOBER.

A NEW TRIAL VWAS SCHEDULED FOR WICHITA FALLS, TEX., TENTATIVELY
"IN FEBRUARY, BUT FRO!M THE FIRST DAY OF HIS HOSPITALIZATION THERE
HAD BEEN DOUBT THAT RUBY EVER AGAIN WOULD SEE A COURTROOH,

DALLAS DIST. ATTY, HINRY WADE, WHO PROSECUTED RUEY IN HIS FIRST
TRIAL, HAD. INDICATED KE WOULD AGAIN SEEK TEL DEATH PENALTY. BUT
PHIL BURLESON OF DALLAS AND GERTZ BOTH HAD SAID THAT THE MOST
"RUBY COULD GET IF CONVICTED AGAIN WOULD BE FIVE YEARS IN PRISON,

THE ORIGINAL TRIAL AND SUBSEQUENT DEVELOPMENTS, LIKE THE
~ ASSASSINATION or szerY ‘WERE A.ﬁﬂt mhh 1M0ST TEMPESTUOUS IN TEXAS
HISTCRY,
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IN 1933, HE AND SOME FRIENDS WENT TO SAN FRANCISCO AND HE EARNED A %

LIVING MAINLY BY SELLING NEWSPAPER SUBSCRIPTIONS FROM DOOR TO DOOR.,
SOMEWHEREEL HE BECAME A POLICE FAN AND LEARNED TO LIKE NEWSPAPERHENQ
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IN 1937, HL MOVED BACK TO CHICAGC AND HELPED AN OLD FRIEND, LEON
R, COOKE, ORGANIZE A JUNKYARD WORKERS UNION. BUT COOKE DIED TWO
YEARS LATER AND AFTER TWO MORE YEARS OF SELLING ALMOST ANYTHING HE
COULD GET HIS HANDS ON, RUBY WAS DRAFTED, m
HE VMADE SOME FRIENDS IN THE SERVICE AND TRAINED AS AN AIR FORCE
'MECHANIC, HE RECEIVED A RQ;ING OF “VERY SA;ISFAC;OgY" AND 'WAS
MUSTERED OUT IN 1946 WITHOUT GOING OVERSEZAS, | \
EVA ASKED HIM TO JOIN HER IN DALLAS AND IN 1947 THE PAIR OPENED
TWO NIGHT CLUBS. RUBY DEVOTED MOST OF HIS TIME TO THE STRIP-JOINT
DOWNTCWN, THE CAROUSEL CLUB, HE MANAGED IT UNTIL IT WAS CLOSED A
FEW WEEKS AFTER THE ASSASSINATION,
| O BE LIKED-~AND HE WAS," SAID A FRIEND WHO KNEW HIN
5 ED THE CAROUSEL. RUBY VISITED THE POLICE STATION OFTEN,
_ THE NIGHT AFTER THE ASSASSINATION, HE BROUGKET SANDWICHES UP FOR
. HUNGRY COPS AND NEWSIEN WHO. KAD LITTLE CHANCE TC EAT ELSEWHERE.
| "JACK DIDN'T LIKE HECKLERS,™ SAID ONE OF HIS STRIP-TEASE QUEENS.
HE GOT A REPUTATION AT HIS CLUE AS A PRETTY TOUGH GUY, AND HE RARELY
NEED HELP OF POLICE TO KEEP ORDER. '
HE TOSSED AT LEAST ONE DRUNK DOWN THE STAIRS AFTER EEATING HIM
UP WHEN THE TROUBLE~-IARKER CAUSED TOO IMUCH NOISE IN THE CAROUSEL,
'HE HAD FIGHTS, ToC, IN OTHER CLUES, '
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' BUT'POLICE, GENERALLY, LIKED HIM,. MANY VISITED HIS CLUE ON

.- OFF=DUTY HOURS. JACK WOULD GIVE THEN SOME TIPS, TO0O, NOW AND THEN,
-‘ HE DRESSED SHARPLY AND HE THOUGHT SHARPLY., FHE WAS % MAN WHO

LOVED HIS FRIENDS. AND ﬁATED HIS ENEMIES. '

| RUBY DIDN'T TAKE THE WITNESS STAND AT KIS TRIAL. BUT HE WANTED
TO TELL-THE WORLD PERSONALLY WHAT HAPPENED O\ THAT DAY IN 19683,

MAYBE EE DID, THE DAY BEFORE HE DIED,

AFTER .AN AFTERNOO? AUTOPSY, RUBY'S BODY WILL GO TO THE
WVILAND-ﬁERRIT FUNERAL HOME HERE FOR PREPARATION FOR SHIPWEWT TO
CEICAGO'S WEINSTEIN & SONS ON WEST PETERSON ROAD, POSSIELY LATE TODAY

NO PICKUP)
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" .DALLAS, TEX. SECOND ADD SECOND LEAD RUBY (A18SDN) XX TEXAS
HISTORY. , | |

JUDGE BROWN STEPPED OUT OF THE CASE AFTER THERE WAS CRITICISHM OF
THE WAY HE HANDLED THE TRIAL AND CHARGES THAT A LAWYER HAD |
MISREPRESENTED EVIDENCE. | -

RUBY WAS BORN MARCH 25, 1911, IN THE HAXWELL STREET GHETTO OF
CHICAGO. HE WAS THE SIXTH OF NINE CKILDREN OF AN IMMIGRANT CARPENTER
FROU POLAND AND HIS WIFE. | “

KIS NAME WAS JAKE RUBENSTEIN, A''D HE SPENT MUCH OF HIS CHILDHOOD
FIGHTING THE TOUGH ITALIAN BOYS UP THE STREET AND LEARNING HOW TO
VIN--AT ANYTHING, RUN-SHEEP-RUN, KICK-THE-CAN, CRAPS, BETTING. . .

HIS SISTER, EVA, NICK-NAMED HIM "SPARKY" IN THOSE EARLY CHICAGO
DAYS, AND THE NAIE STUCK. | |

"SPARKY WAS A REAL SC DAPPLR, EVEN WHEN HE WAS 10," RECALLED
BROTHER EARL. "HE WAS ALWAYS GETTING INTO FIGHTS AND WINNIN' "EH.”

" RUBY'S PARENTS~--JOE AND FANNIE RUBENSTEIN--SEPARATED IN 1523 AND
JACK WAS PLACED IN A FOSTER HQME UNTIL HE REACHED THE AGE OF
CONFIRMATION, 13, BUT RUBY NEVER HAD A BAR MITZVAH, TRADITIONAL
CEREMONY IN JEWISH LIFE.

NEVERTHELESS, SAID LARL, “HE WAS A SCRAPPER, A GO-GO GUY."

SOME OF HIS FIGHTS, FRIENDS ALWAYS SAID, *WERE TO PROVE THAT JEWS
‘CAN FIGHT." | ' |

HE DROPPED OUT-OF HIGH SCHOOL AT 15 AND FELL INTO A VARIET{ OF 0DD
JOBS. HE SCALPTD TICKETS AT SPORTING EVENTS -TC VENDING PENNANTS AND
THE LIKE.



