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Secret Ruby Tape
‘Made in Hospital’

By Art Berman

Times-Post Service

Los Angeles

Jack Ruby, in his dying
days, reportedly has
broken through Dallas po-
lice securit; )
time to secretly tape re-
cord a denial of any con-
spiracy in the slaying of
Lee Harvey Oswald.

The Los Angeles Times has

received information that the

‘lonly one e ver made of

Ruby’s own story, was ar-
ranged by Capitol Records.
The 3-minute, 55-second

version of the interview on|

the record reportedly was ed-
ited down from an original

tape, made with a concealed |

recorder, of about 12 min-
utes.

The recording was made, it
was said, after those close to
Ruby became convinced that
his critical i hospxt—

See Page 8,Col. 8
that he never slept well dur-
ing three years under con-
stant guard in a lighted, win-
dowless cell. During that pe-
riod, he often was described
as mentally confused.

Now, despite constant pain,
Ruby supposedly has been
able to sleep hetter and has
clarified his thoughts. He re-
portedly has attributed this
to the hospital room’s win-
dows, which enable him to
tell night from day.

The Hollywood record firm
is expected to announce to-
day in New York:

@ The recording, in which
Ruby implies the slaying oc-
curred during an emotion -

triggered blackout, was

“again — this|

recording, purportedly the|

~ there, down to the bottom of |
the ramp and that’s when the |

made within the last few.

weeks at Parkland hospltal
Dallas, where Ruby is clymg
of cancer.

e An unwitting Dallas po--
liceman was in the hospital
room and two were outside
the door when the recurdmg
was made.

| time I came to the bottom of

ficers had me on the ground.”

e The tape recorder was
hidden in an attache case.

@ The policeman did not
know what was happening

because Ruby’s brother, |

Earl, told Ruby in Yiddish:

“Jack, in the briefcase, the |
tape recorder is hidden !

here.”

English, gave a lueid account |
of the events of November
24, 1963 — two days after the
assassination of President
John F. Kennedy.

On that day, Ruby walked
past police guards and into
the basement of Dallas City

television viewers watched
Oswald being transferred to
the county jail — Ruby
stepped forward and fatally
shot him.

Ruby 1ns1sted in the re-
corded interview that it was
purely a coincidence, partly
caused by his making an ille-
gal turn into a parking lot,
that brought him into the city '
hall at the instant Oswald
was being transferred.

. The difference in eet-

ing this fate was 30 seconds
one way or the other,” Ruby

lamented.
“All T did is walk down

incident happened — at the
bottom of the ramp,-Ruby |
said in the recorded inter-!
view.
a blur that ...beforel
knew it T was down on the
ground. The officers had me
on the ground.”

Someone in the hospital'

[room can be heard asking,”
|Did you realize you had done
.anyth.mg i

“Well,” Ruby replied,
“really it happened so fast
and everthing else I can’t re-
call what happened from the

the ramp until the police of-

Question: ‘‘Have you no re-

Ruby, speaking haltmgly in

Hall. Then — as millions of |

Ruby: “No, but I know that
they were holding my hand |
and one grabbed for the
gun.”

Questiom: “Did you ever
know Oswald before?”

Ruby: “Never have known
him or seen him hefore.” '

Question: “Did you ever
planned anthing like this?”

Ruby: “I was so emotional-.
1y upset for three days.”

Question: “Is there any
truth at all to the stories that |
Oswald had been in your|
|c1ub?”

. Ruby: “None whatsoever.
{It’s a fabrication.”

Later in the interview,
Ruby observed:

“The ironic part of this is,
;hadn’t I made an illegal turn
'behind the bus to the parking
lot, had I gone the way I was
supposed to go straight down
main street, I’d of never, I
would never have met t]:us
fate because the difference in
meeting this fate was 30 sec-
| onds one way or the other.”

Question: “Did you know
when Oswald was going to be
moved, Jack?”

Ruby: “He was supposed
to be moved at 10 o’clock.”

(It was widely known in

f record,

. it happened in such!

|eollection?”’

Dallas that Oswald was sup-
posed to have been moved at
10 a.m., but the actual trans-
fer — and shooting — did nut
| occur until 11:20 a.m.)
This is about half of the
3-minute, 55-second interview |
‘with Ruby on a Capitol
| record titled ‘“The Controver-
\ gy, the Death, the Warren

by Alskog, Inc., which pro-
duced the documentary

According to a source close
to Capitol Records, the inter-
view with the 55-year-old
Ruby was arranged through
Ruby’s relatives and their at-
torney, Elmer Gertz of Chi-
cago.

Gertz and Earl Ruby, 51,
who lives in Detroit, were
among those present when
the recording was made.
They conducted the question-
ing of Ruby. Also in the room
were a nurse and two of
Ruby’s sisters.

The recording evidently
was made about December
18.

Gertz and Earl Ruby visit-
ed the hospital that day and

of Criminal Appeals ordered
| a new trial. Doctors at Park-

pital where President Kenne-

2 Jan. 1967

later told \newsmen that
Ruby is obsessed with the
desire to make clear before
he dies that there was no
conspiracy in the shooting of
Oswald.

Ruby was convicted of Os-
wald’s murder and sentenced
to death, but the Texas Court

land hospital, the same hos-| -

dy and Oswald were pro-
nounced dead, have ex-
pressed little hope that Ruby
will live to face another frial.

Report” which is scheduled|

for release January 6. The
interview is copyright 1967




