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opinion. This is not final
yet.” :

The appeals opinion said
recent U.S. Supreme Court
decisions in the cases of Bil-
Lie Sol Estes and Dr. Samual
'Sheppard as well as the
‘record in the Ruby trial
‘make it “abundantly clear”

that the trial court “reversi.
bly erred in refusing (Ru-
by’s) motion ofr a change in|
venue” (to a trial site other |
than Dallas). |
i Estes’ state conviction for
\fraud wasreversed and a
|new trial ordered. He is.in.
|prison on’'a 15-year Federal .
| conviction. for the same.sort
"of fraud — - selling ‘fertilizer-
'tank mortgages when the ;
'tanks did not'exist, = :
In. the Sheppard case the
U.S. Supreme Court reversed:
the Clev eland physician’s.
murder conviction on
grounds that extensive news.
paper coverage had created
Isuch climate ef opinion that
he was denied a fair trial.
The high court reversal of|
the Estes case concerned
television coverage. f

- Mel Belli

Forecast
Decision

Bombastic Melvin M, Belli,
San Francisco’s self pro-
claimed King of Torts and
Jack Ruby’s chief defense
counsel, accurately forecast

‘today’s action by the Texas
Court of Criminal Appeals,

Beili was ousted ag Ruby’s
counsel after the verdict by
the trial jury in Dallas was
announced and had little to
do with the appeal. :

! But after he had resigned
{from the case at the request
of Ruby’s family, Belli said: |

“The testament I Ieft for
Jack is the trial record. That
Is the document that is going
to save his life and give him-
areversal.” ;

BELLI OUTBURST

The San Francisco lawyer
filed a brief of his commerts
on the trial along with the
legal briefs prepared by Joe
Tonahill and Phil Burleson,
the Texas lawyers who tried
the case alongside Belli,

It was Belli’s outhurst at
the conclusion of the trial
that led to his resignation un-
der fire from the American
| Bar Association,

He called the verdict the
“greatest railypading” in the
‘history of Anterican jurispru-
jdence and called the Dallas
! court a “'kangaroo court,

The Texas Supreme Court
rejected an attempt to bar
|Belli for life from the prac-
|tice of law in Texas and he
| was trying a case in Houston
today when the reversal was
| announced. .

STILL BITTER

His bitterness against the
American Bar Association
has persisted and on several
occasions he has belittled the
association as *‘a rich man'’s
insurance sq_g:{igty.”

Today he was more philo-
i sophical and less bitter.
| He said he felt vindicated
by the reversal,

“We knew we couldn’t win
when we lost our plea for a
change of venue,” he said. - ;
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