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DALLAS, JUNE 14 (AP)-THE JACK RUBY MURDER CASE, PLAGUED BY LEGAL 

COMPLICATIONS AND WRANGLES AMONG DEFENSE LAWYERS, APPEARS FINALLY TO 

BE ON ITS WAY TO THE TEXAS COURT OF CRIMINAL APPEALS. 

RUBY'S CONVICTION AND DEATH SENTENCE FOR THE NOV. 24 1963, 

KILLING - OF LEE HARVEY OSWALD HAS NOT YET TECHNICALLY PROGRESSED 

BEYOND THE TRIAL COURT LEVEL. OSWALD WAS NAMED BY THE WARREN 

COMMISSION AS THE ASSASSIN OF PRESIDENT JOHN F, KENNEDY. 

KENNEDY WAS SHOT NOV.22, 1963. 

BUT ONE MAJOR OBSTACLE TO THE MOVEMENT OF RUBY'S TRIAL WAS REMOVED 

YESTERDAY, WHEN A DALLAS DISTRICT COURT JURY RULED THAT THE 

55-YEAR-OLD FORMER STRIP JOINT OPERATOR WAS LEGALLY SANE. 
THE TEXAS COURT OF CRIMINAL APPEALS--THE HIGHEST COURT IN THE STATE 

FOR NONCIVIL CASES--HAD INDICATED THAT IT WOULD NOT TAKE UP THE 
APPEAL OF THE MURDER CONVICTION UNTIL THE SANITY ISSUE VAS 

SETTLED. 

RUBY WAS CONVICTED OF MURDER MARCH 14, 1964, IN THE SAME COURT. 

CRIMINAL DIST. COURT NO, 3--THAT ADJUDGED HIM SANE. 

.THE DEFENSE, CLAIMING THAT RUBY WAS INSANE, HAD REQUESTED A 

SANITY HEARING A MONTH AFTER THE CONVICTI04, IT WAS REPEATEDLY 

DELAYED FOR VARIOUS REASONS. 

THE TEXAS APPEALS COURT, ORDERED ON MAY 1g OF THIS YEAR THAT 

RUBY'S SANITY BE JUDICIALLY DETERMINED WITHOUT DELAY. 

IT TOOK A SEVEN-MAN FIVE-WOMAN JURY ONLY 10 MINUTES 
YESTERDAY TO RULE THAT RUBY WAS SANE. 

BUT THE DEFENSE LAST FRIDAY ASKED THAT THE SANITY TRIAL BE PUT 

OFF. REASONS GIVEN WERE THAT SUCH A PROCEEDING AT THIS TIME WOULD 

VIOLATE RUBY'S CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHTS AND WOULD ONLY SERVE TO SLOW 

DOWN THE APPEAL OF THE MURDER CONVICTION. 

BUT DIST. JUDGE LOUIS HOLLAND DENIED FORMAL MOTIONS TO THAT EFFECT 

YESTERDAY AND THE JURY PANEL WAS SELECTED AND SWORN IN 42 MINUTES. 

THE STATE CHOSE THE 12 JURORS IT WANTED, AND PUT ON FIVE 

WITNESSES--FOUR JAILERS AND THE JAIL DOCTOR--TO BACK UP ITS CONTENTION 



TRATUMBY IS OF SOUND MIND. 

RUBY HIMSELF TOOK THE WITNESS STAND FOR ONE MINUTE DURING THE 

TRIAL TO SAY: 
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"NEVER AT ANY TIME HAVE I TRIED TO MAKE ANYONE BELIEVE THAT I 

WAS OF UNSOUND MIND. I NEVER TRIED TO CAMOUFLAGE MY MENTAL 

CAPACITIES." 

THE DEFENSE PUT ON NO WITNESSES, CONDUCTED NO CROSS-EXAMINATION 

AND GAVE NO FINAL ARGUMENTS. 

DEFENSE LAWYERS PHIL BURLESON OF DALLAS AND JOE TONAHILL OF 

JASPER, TEX., REPEATEDLY ENTERED FORMAL OBJECTIONS TO THE PROCEEDING. 

RUBY'S LAWYERS ALL,AGREED THAT RUBY WAS SANE. 

RUBY'S SISTER, MRS. EVA GRANT, FILED THE ORIGINAL MOTION FOR 4 -  

SANITY TRIAL IN APRIL 1964. SHE TRIED TO HAVE IT WITHDRAWN FRIDAY BUT 
HOLLAND DENIED THE ATTEMPT. 

THE CRIMINAL APPEALS COURT SUGGESTED IN 1965 THAT A SANITY 

TRIAL BE HELD TO CLEAR UP A DISPUTE OVER WHICH LAWYERS SHOULD 

REPRESENT RUBY. 

THE RUBY FAMILY HAD SAID IT DID NOT WANT TONAHILL, BUT 

TONAHILL CONTENDED THAT WHEREAS RUBY WAS SANE WHEN HE HIRED HIM 

BEFORE THE MURDER TRIAL, HE HAD SINCE BECOME INSANE, AND THEREFORE 

COULD NOT DISMISS HIM. 

THE LAWYER FIGHT PERSISTED UNTIL THE APPELLATE COURT ORDERED 

MAY lg TO HAVE A SANITY TRIAL WHICH WOULD CLEAR up THE DISPUTE. 

TONAHILL SAID YESTERDAY HE WOULD CONTINUE AS RUBY'S LAWYER UNTIL 

ORDERED TO GET OUT OF THE CASE BY THE APPELLATE COURT. 

A SOURCE NEAR THE CRIMINAL APPEALS COURT SAID IT WAS UNLIKELY THAT 

THE APPEAL COULD BE CONSIDERED UNTIL OCTOBER, AFTER THE SUMMER 

RECESS THAT STARTS JUNE 25,- 

ONE RUBY LAWYER, SOL DANN OF DETROIT, SAID THE DEFENSE MIGHT TAKE .  
THE CASE INTO THE FEDERAL COURTS SOON TO FURTHER PROTEST THE SANITY 

TRIAL HEARING. 

ONE OF THE STATE'S WITNESSES, JAILER, K. H. CRORY, SAID HE 

CONSIDERED RUBY TO BE SANE BECAUSE "HE'S A PRETTY GOOD GIN RUMMY 

PLAYER." 

"DID YOU EVER CATCH HIM CHEATING?" ASST. DIST. ATTY. BILL 

ALEXANDER ASKED. 

"YES SIR, BUT HE HAD A VERY EXCELLENT MEMORY OF WHICH CARDS HAD 

BEER PLAYED." 
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