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PALLAS JUNE 11 (AP)-JACK RUBY'S FIGHT TO ESCAPE THE ELECTRIC CHAIR
FOR KILLING LEE HARVEY OSWALD GOES BACK INTO THE COURTROOM MONPAY FOR
A SANITY HEARING THAT MAY BE UNIQUE IN TEXAS JUDICIAL HISTORY.

FOR NEARLY TWO YEARS, A PARADE OF LAVWYERS REPRESENTING RUBY HAVE
INSISTED THE 55-YEAR-OLD FORMER STRIP JOINT OPERATOR WAS MENTALLY
UNBALANCED IN NOVEMBER 1963 WHEN HE SHOT OSWALD.

THE WARREN COMMISSION NAMED OSWALD AS PRESIDENT JOHN F. KENNEDY'S
ASSASS IN.

THE TEXAS COURT OF CRIMINAL APPEALS SAID MAY 18 THAT A SANITY
HEARING MUST BE HELD BEFORE IT COULD CONSIDER RUBY'S APPEAL FROM HIS
1964 CONVICTION.

IN A SURPRISE MOVE, RUBY'S CURRENT ATTORNEYS THURSDAY ASKED FOR THE
WITHDRAVAL OF A 1964 AFFIDAVIT FILED BY RUBY'S SISTER, MRS. EVA GRANT,
IN WHICH SHE SAID HE WAS INSANE. THE LAWYERS CLAIM THAT THE MAY 18 |
RULING WAS BASED ON THE AFFIDAVIT AND THAT ITS WITHDRAWAL WOULD IN EFFECT
WOULB REMOVE THE NECESSITY OF A SANITY HEARING.

THEY SAID THEIR REASON FOR THE REQUEST WAS THAT A SANITY HEARING
WOULD VIOLATE RUBY'S CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHTS BECAUSE THEY WOULD HAVE TO
CALL THE SAME WITNESSES THAT THEY WOULD CALL IF A SECOND MURDER TRIAL
IS GRANTEDs THEY ALSO SAID THAT RUBY NO LONGER WANTED A SANITY HEARING.

STATE DIST, JUDGE LOUIS T, HOLLAND FRIDAY TURNED DOWN THE REQUEST.
HE SAID THAT HE WAS UNDER ORDERS FROM THE COURT OF CRIMINAL APPEALS TO
CONDUCT THE SANITY HEARING AND THAT NOT TO DO SO WOULD DEPRIVE RUBY OF
HIS CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHTS.

HERE IS THE SITUATION ON THE EVE OF THE SANITY HEARINGS

DEFENSE LAWYERS SAY THEY WILL NOT PLACE RUBY ON THE STAND AND THAT
THEY WILL PRESENT NO WITNESSES AND NO EVIDENCE TO BACK UP EARLIER
CONTENTIONS THAT HE IS INSANE. THEY SAY THEY WILL NOT FIGHT THE
STATE'S CONTENTION THAT HE IS SANE.

THE STATE SAYS THAT THE SANITY HEARING SHOULD BE HELD AND THAT IT
WILL BE READY MONDY MORNING TO PRESENT WITNESSES AND EVIDENCE TO SHOW
THAT RUBY IS SANE.
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~ RUBY WILL BE REPRESENTEP BY TWO RIVAL SETS OF LAVYERSy EACH OF
WHICH CLAIM THEY SHOULD BE HIS COUNSEL. ONE GROUP IS HEADED BY PHIL
BURLESON OF DALLAS, CURRENTLY RUBY'S HEAD COUNSEL. THE OTHER GROUP IS
HEADED BY JOE TONAHILL OF JASPER, WHO WAS FIRED BY RUBY BUT WAS
DESIGNATER BY THE COURT OF CRIMINAL APPEALS, TEXAS' HIGHEST COURT FOR
CRIMINAL CASES, AS HIS ATTORNEY IN THE SANITY HEARING. -

HOLLAND SAID HE WILL RECOGNIZE BOTH BURLESON AND TONAHILL, ALONG
WITH ALL THE OTHER DEFENSE ATTORNEYS, WHEN THE MONDAY SANITY TRIAL
OPENS.

ALTHOUGH THEY HAVE DISAGREED OVER THE PROCEDURE FOR HANDLING RUBY'S
CASE, BURLESON AND TONAHILL SAY THEY ARE IN AGREEMENT THAT NO
WITNESSES AND NO EVIDENCE WILL BE OFFERED AT THE SANITY HEARING,

A JURY WILL DECIBE WHETHER RUBY IS INSANE OR SANE. IF THEY FIND HIM
SANE, THE TEXAS COURT OF CRIMINAL APPEALS IS EXPECTED TO CONSIDER THE
APPEAL OF HIS CONVICTION. IF FOUND INSANE, HE WILL BE SENT TO A STATE
MENTAL HOSPITAL. '
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