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URGENT 

WITH RUBY 

BY JAMES MANGAN 

ASSOCIATED PRESS WRITER 

DALLAS MARCH 14 (AP)—DEFENSE ATTORNEY MELVIN BELLI WAS FURIOUS 

WHEN THE DEATH PENALTY WAS ASSESSED AGAINST JACK RUBY TODAY. HE SAID 

ANGRILY HE WOULD STOP PRACTICING LAW IF HE DIDN'T REVERSE THE 

VERDICT. 

ABOVE THE TUMULT OF THE COURTROOM, HE SHOUTED: 

"THIS WAS A KANGAROO RAILROAD. I HOPE THE PEOPLE OF DALLAS ARE. 

PROUD OF THIS JURY THAT WAS RAMMED DOWN OUR THROATS. THIS IS THE MOST 

SHOCKING THING I HAVE SEEN IN MY LIFETIME. 

"DO YOU BELIEVE THIS IS PART OF THE UNITED STATES? WE HAVE SEEN A 

LITTLE BIT OF RUSSIA HERE." 

HE SAID THERE WERE 30 REVERSIBLE ERRORS COMMITTED DURING THE TRIAL, 

AND HE INTENDED TO APPEAL WITHOUT DELAY. 

BELLI WAS ESPECIALLY ANGERED AT THE CITY OF DALLAS. 

GESTURING STRONGLY, HE SHOUTED: 

"THIS IS ONE OF THE SORE SPOTS IN AMERICA. THE FESTERING SORE THAT 

IS DALLAS IS NOW THE MOST SHOCKING PLACE IN THE NATION. IF THIS VENOM 

SPREADS, THEN GOD HELP US ALL." 

BELLI CHARGED THE STATE WITH WANTING A VERDICT REGARDLESS OF DUE 

PROCESS OF THE LAW. 

HE SAID PRESIDING JUDGE JOE B. BROWN "WENT DOWN THE LINE" WITH THE 

PROSECUTION. 

BELLI SAID JUDGE BROWN FAILED TO TAKE ACTION EVEN WHEN INFORMED THAT 

ONE OF THE JURORS HAD BEEN OVERHEARD BEFORE THE TRIAL SAYING HE WOULD 

GIVE RUBY THE DEATH PENALTY IF HE WERE CHOSEN AS A JUROR. 

BELLI, NORMALLY CAREFULLY AND NATTILY DRESSED, APPEARED IN COURT 

FOR THE VERDICT WEARING A BLACK POLO SHIRT UNDER A BLACK SPORT COAT. 

JOE TONAHILL, THE NO.2 DEFENSE ATTORNEY, LOOKED SOMBER AFTER 

HEARING THE VERDICT. 

"IT IS A VIOLENT MISCARRIAGE OF JUSTICE," HE SAID. 
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DALLAS--FIRST ADD BELLI (WITH RUBY A45) XXX JUSTICE." 

BELLI WAS ESPECIALLY BITTER THAT THE PSYCHIATRIC TESTIMONY 

PRESENTED BY THE DEFENSE TO ABSOLVE RUBY WAS NOT EFFECTIVE. 

"THEY DISREGARDED EVERY BIT OF THE PSYCHIATRIC TESTIMONY)" HE TOLD 

NEWSMEN ANGRILY. 

HE ALSO WAS DISTURBED BY THE LATE COURT SESSION FRIDAY NIGHT TEAT 

LASTED UNTIL 1:05 A.M. TODAY. 

"EVEN IN TEE HEARTOF DARKEST AFRICA YOU WOULD NOT ARGUE A MAN'S 

LIFE AT MIDNIGHT," HE SAID ADDING THAT TIREDNESS PREVENTED HIM 

FROM MAKING AN ADEQUATE CLOSING ARGUMENT, 

HE HEAPED SCORN ON THE JURY roll THE SHORT PERIOD OF DELIBERATION, 

AND CLAIMED THEY HAD ALREADY MADE UP THEIR MINDS BEFORE THEY 

STARTED, 

"TWO HOURS ON A CASE LIKE THIS!" HE EXCLAIMED. "WHAT KIND OF A CITY 

DO YOU THINK THIS IS? THIS IS A BLIGHT ON DALLAS THAT WILL MAKE THIS 

PLACE A CITY OF SHAME FOREVER." 

BEFORE THE VERDICT WAS ANNOUNCED, BELLI TOLD NEWSMEN THAT THERE 

WAS NO CHANCE OF GETTING A FAIR DECISION. 

AN ACQUITTAL, HE SAID, WOULD SHOW THAT THE JURY HAD BEEN FORCED TO 

BEND OVER BACKWARDS AGAINST PRESSURE TO REACH AN HONEST VERDICT. 

CONVICTION, HE SAID WOULD SHOW THE JURORS FOLLOWED WHAT HE CALLED 

THE DICTATES OF THE BUSINESS RULERS OF DALLAS. 

WHEN THE DECISION CAME IN, HE CALLED IT A "VICTORY FOR BIGOTRY." 
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