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DALLAS, .MARCH A -  (AP)-IT WAS AS TENSE, FORMAL, EXPECTANT AS OPEN-

ING DAY OF'sCHOOL'IN THE COURTROON TODAY. ONLY THESE WERE MEN, NOT 

CHILDREN, AND THEY WERE NOT ABOUT CEILaREN'S WORK. 

THE FIRST TIME SINCE JACK RUBY'S TRIAL BEGAN TWO AND A HALF 

1=-S AGO TH-E HEART OF THE MATTER CANE DRAMATICALLY INTO FOCUS-- 

A MAWS LIFE WAS Al STAKE. THE. HORRIBLE DAYS SURROUNDING PRESIDENT 
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=EBY'S ASSASSINATION WERE SUDDENLY, VIVIDLY RETURNED AS THE 

TEsTINONY IN THE TRIAL i3ELAN. 

RWBy, ALNOST FORGOTTEN DURING THE LONG DAYS OF WRANGLING OVER THE 

JURY SELECTION, WAS THE CENTER OF ALL EYES, A SMALL NAN NUCH SMALLER 

THAN ONE WOULD ENVISION FROM THE ROLE HE PLAYED IN THOSE NOVEMBER 

DAYS--SWEPT FROM THE FRINGES OF SHOW BUSINESS ONTO CENTER STAGE OF 

WORLD HISTORY, 

TEE FIRST WITNESSES PICTURED THE RUBY THE WORLD HAS COME TO KNOW: 

AN OUTSIDER TRYING TO ELBOW EIS WAY IN. A 'MAN WHO OFFERED TO 

DRING SANDWICHES TO THE POLICE STATION THE NIGHT OF THE ASSASSINA- 

TION. A NAN WHO BUDDIED UP TO NEWSMEN AND 	 FEELING son:: 

comPuizio!J TO BE IN ON THINGS. 

EVEN TODAY, IN HIS TRIAL, HE HAD TO PEER OVER THE MASSIVE SHOULDER 

OF JOE TONANILL, ONE OF HIS DEFENSE LAWYERS, TO GET A GOOD LOOS. AT 

THE WITNESSES. 
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TONAHILL AND :=VIN DELL', RUZ.Y's CHIEF COUNSEL, CALLED HIM A 

"TOWN CHARACTER," "SONEONE CUT Cl DAMoN RUNYON,: "THE SORT OF- GUY 

ON THE CUTsIRTs OF A CROWD YOU'LL -SAY TO GO OUT AND GET SC DEER 

OR sANDWCEEq." 

AS RUB': SAT, HUNCHED FORWARD WITH HIS QUICK EY:s AND POINTED 

FA&E,,,, NE SEEL1ED JUST THAT. 



THERE•WAS AN AIR OF EXPECTANCY AND: TENSION 	COURT TODAY THAT 

a: D. - MISSING, THE LAWYERS WERE WEARING THEIR SUNDAY DEST.'..-. 

. 	asil::ss SUITS AND HANDKERCHIEFS TUCKED.  NEATLY IN THEIR POC-RETS* 

JUDGE JOE B. BROWN, BACK AFTER A DAY'S ILLNESS, MADE IT PLAIN 

.":j!INGS WERE GOING TO EE DIFFERENT NOW THAT THE JURY WAS...PRESENT. 

.NE:SEN COULD CO= AND GO BUT NOT IN THE DASHES THEY'D MADE AFTER 
• 

HOT 'EREAKS DURING THE JURY SELECTION* THE JURORS, SONZ OF WHOM. HAD 

B7EN LOCKED UP FOR AS LONG AS TWO =SI  WERE ALinT BUT IN ASS 

THE LADIES WERE TRLI, ONE WEARING A MI= TURO.UOISD SUIT, ANOTHER 

BRIGHT RED, 

ONE 	RUB 'S TWO SISTERS, MS* EVA GRANT, STALKED HUFFILY ABOUT.  

THE COURTROOM SECAUSE THE FRONT BENCHES HAD BEEN RESERVED FOR 

REPORTERS. 

GONE WERE THE OFTEN HEATED EXCHANGES AND RAPI:,..-FIRE, OBJECTIONS. 

THAT MARKED EARLIER DAYS OF THE TRIAL* ; 11-LLIAL ALEXANDER, AN 

ASSISTANT DISTRICT ATTORNEY WHO'S KNOWN AS A FIERCE EXAMINER BUT 

WHO HAD RARELY LE Ern AT THE ST=E'S TABLE EERETOFORE:  HANDLED HOST 

OF TEE QUESTIONING. 
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HIS FACE JUTTED FORWARD FROM HIS WIDE, HUNCHED SHOULDERS AS HE 

TRACED RUE 'S WANDERINGS FOLLOWING THE ASSASSINATION, BELLI, A LOCK 

OF HIS GREY'MANE FALLING OVER HIS. FOREHEAD, SKIL= HIS PUCKISH SMILE 

AS HE TALKED WITH AN ARK AROUND THE SHOULDERS OF SHERIFF BILL DECKER 

DEFORE DROWN OPENED COURT. 

TEEN DIST, ATTY.-HENRY WADE, A CORDIAL, UNHURRIED :1AU WHO LONS 

TEE PATIENT FnILY MAN HE IS RATHER TKAN A PROSECUTOR WHO'S WON 24 

OUT OF 25 MURDER'  TRIALS, SHUFFLED UP TO THE DEFE7:SE TABLE. FACING 

RUE7 ACROSS IT ONLY TWO FEET AWAY, 

UP( 

 READ THE TORDET, INDICTMENT. "• • * 

JACK. RUDY ALIAS JACK RUEENSTEIN DID THat AND EE R '7 UNLAWFULLY 

AND VOLUNTARILY AND WITH MALICE AFORETHOUGHT KILL LEE HARVEY OSWALD 

HOW DO YOU PLEAD." 

'RUDY, HIS FINGERS CURLED TENSELY INTO HIS PALii, LOWED SLIGHTLY 

TOWARD mon AS NZ ANSWERED, "NOT GUILTY, YOUR HOHOR." 

THE. TRIAL HAD- EEGUN, 
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