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Psyéhia ays Ruby Can’t Remei;ﬁber Shooting

Assoclated Press Wirephoto

Jack Ruby, charged with the slaying of Lee Harvey Oswald, is flanked by lawyers, Joe
H. Tonahill, left, and Melyin Belli, during conference at bond hearing in Dallas.

By JACK LANGGUTH
Speclal to The New York Times.
DALLAS, Jan. 20 — A New

York psychiatrist testified to- |

|
L
i
‘I day that Jack L. Ruby did |
,| mot know right from wrong

when he shot the accused
assassin of President Kennedy.

Dr. Walter Bromberg, the |
clinical director of Pinewood
‘psychiatrist Hospital in West- [
chester County, said Ruby ||
had told him that he did not |
remember the killing of Lee
H. Oswald on Nov. 24 last. Dr.
Bromberg, who examined

Ruby for 11 hours on hehalf
of the defense, said that ‘a
severe emotional shock caused
by President Kennedy's assas-

sination had triggered Ruby
into a “fugue state.” In such

.

‘la condition, a person dcts aut-|
matically with no memory later |
of what he has done, the doctor
said. Ruby was susceptible to
this condition, Dr. Bromberg
added, because of apparent or-|
ganic damage to his brain, i

His testimony this afternoon|
confirmed a report offered ear-|
lier by Dr. Roy Schafer, a cli-/
nical psychologist at Yale Uni-
versity.

Dr. Schafer said that the re-
sults of tests he had given to
Ruby last month indicated phy-|
sical damage to the brain, Tre-|
sulting in psychomotor epilepsy.!
! Dr. Schafer refused to specu-
late on Ruby's frame of mind
when he killed Oswald in thel
Eags]ement of the Dallas City|

ail. i

' hstate.

N

‘{|Brown will rule on .whether

.-
“ In an interview, however,

he| “There were frequent oc-|;

said that Dr. Bromberg, with|currences of mild confusion. Hisl:

i|both psychiatric and psycho-,
logical reports to draw on, could’
make a valid analysis of Ruby’s
condition at the time of the
shooting. i
1 Although today's session was
a bail-bond hearing, Ruby's de-

|fense lawyers called two of Propria
surdity

|their expert witnesses and one
|psychiatrist engaged by the

Objection Answered

‘When the prosecution ab-
jected to the introduction of
psychiatric and psychological
testimony at this time, the chief
defense attorney, Melvin M.
Belli of San Francisco, argued

Ithat the material was relevant
to CaATIng. »

Ruby is not eligible for hail
unless the defense produces

proof that he may not receive
~gapital punishment.

L S

imony to-
day, asserting that Ruby was
not legally sane at the time of
the shooting, Mr. Belli and his
associates hoped to qualify their
slclient for bail, Judge Joe B.

w

|'Ruby should be released on bond

hypothetically,”

speech was loose. Some state-
ments were almost incoherent.

|His perception of some test|,

items was grossly distorted. s
Some of the ideas he’ enter-|
|tained were peculiar and inap-x
fe, with elements of alw
he 'was not aware of.”
Ruby also showed signs of

‘concreteness of thinking,” the
%psychologist added.

“He has an inability to think
Dr. Schager
went on. “Often, there is onl§
one answer for him that can be
right. He had difficulty in us-
ing abstractions, even the a:b-;
stract words of every day life
such as ‘tool’ and ‘food’.” X

The same symptoms observed
in Ruby were most often found
in persons suffering from psy-,
chomotor epilepsy, Dr. Schafer
said. He found Ruby's intel-
ligent Quotient to be 109, which
meant that his score was supe-
irior to 73 per cent of the popu=
|Tatiomn.

Interviewed in Jail

As evidence, Dr. Bromberg
filed a 17-page report covering
Ruby's medical, psychiatric and -

-|after the hearing concludes, pos-
-|sibly tomorrow.

| Ruby's murder trial is sched-
uled to begin Feh. 3, but his
.|attorneys have requested a
postponement until Feb. 10.
|The prosecution has raised no|
.|objection to the delay.

| District Attorney Henry Wade
‘|of Dallas is heading the prosecu-
tion of Ruby, assisted by his
|deputy, Bill Alexander. Mr. Bel-
41i’s associates are Sam S.. Brody
of Los Angeles and Joe T. Tona-
hill of Jasper, Tex.

| Asked by Mr. Belli how he
had determined that Ruby's

[family background. His report.

was based on interviews made
‘Dec. 21 and Dec. 22 at the Dal-
|1as County Jail.

| Dr. Bromberg stated that
Ruby had been hit severely on
‘the head twice in his life; that
| 'he had suffered from severe
| depression at three _periods, in-
cluding the days immediately-
lafter the Presidential assassl-
nation, and that he had con-
tracted gonorrhea on four oc-
" casions. )
¢ The psychiatrist, who had-
% also interviewed other members
of Ruby’s family, reported that

—

brain is physicially damaged,
Dr. Schafer listed these symp-
toms:

. Ruby's father “had a definite
" personality disorder.”

e descrived the father as
abusive to his wife, aggressive

and brusque and an excessive s

drinker. .

RBY

Ruby's parents were separated
when he was 12 years old. After
the separation, Ruby's mother
hecame severly depressed and
was committed to a hospital.
She died several years later,

Ruby’s first head injury came
iwhen he was hit by & gunhandle
jin a fight in Chicago when he
was in his late teens, He was
jailed for two days because of
that episode, but no charges
{were filed, '

4 In 1941, at the age of 30,

he suffered a second head injury
and was treated ina hospital for
rain concussion.
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