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B

y W
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 C
hapm

an 
1

'ta
5

.h
in

g
lo

n
 P

o
sl S

ta
ff W

ro
e

r 

D
avid G

reenglass, the key 
w

itness w
hose testim

ony sent 
Julius and E

thel R
osenberg to 

the electric chair 22 years ago, 
ch

an
g
ed

 h
is sto

ry
 o

f th
eir 

in
v
o
lv

em
en

t in
 esp

io
n
ag

e 
sev

eral tim
es b

efo
re tak

in
g

 
th

e
 sta

n
d
 a

g
a
in

st th
e
m

, 
governm

ent records released 
this w

eek show
. 

In one interview
 before the 

trial, G
reenglass said that his 

sister, E
th

el R
o
sen

b
erg

, w
as 

not present • w
hen he turned 

atom
ic bom

b secrets over to 
her husband. Julius. H

e later 
w

as to testify that she not only 
rt•as present but had typed up 
th

e
 in

fo
rm

a
tio

n
 d

u
rin

g
 a

 
m

eeting in • the R
osenbergs' 

living room
. 

A
to

n
e p

o
in

t in
 an

 FBI! in.- 
terv

iew
, G

reen
g

iass said
: h

e 
had had no espionage contacts 
w

ith Julius R
osenberg. L

ater. 
D

A
V

ID
 G

R
E

E
N

G
L

A
S

S
.' h

e testified
 ab

o
u
t sev

eral 
 

...testified on espionage 	
m

eetings in ,W
hich 

 
p
astsell alo

n
g
 sk

etch
eg.  a

id
 

d
e
sc

rip
tio

n
s o

f th
e
 a

to
m

 
bom

b's triggering device. 
In

 h
is first en

co
u
n
ter w

ith
 

the F
M

, G
reenglass identified 

his ow
n w

ife, R
uth, as the one 

w
h
o
 re

c
ru

ite
d
 h

im
 fo

r 
espionage. L

ater. in the sam
e 

interview
, he said that Julius 

R
osenberg had put R

uth up to 
the recruiting. 

T
ran

scrip
ts o

f G
reen

g
lass' 

p
retrial statem

en
ts are in

-
clu

d
ed

 in
 th

e n
early

 3
0
,0

0
0

 
p

ag
es o

f d
o

cu
m

en
ts m

ad
e 

public this w
eek by the F

B
I as 

a
 re

su
lt o

f a
 F

re
e
d
o
m

 o
f 

Inform
ation A

ct suit brought 
b
y
 th

e
 R

o
se

n
b
e
rg

s' so
n
s, 

M
ichael and R

obert M
eeropol. 

T
h

e
 R

o
se

n
b

e
rg

s w
e
re

 
convicted M

arch 29. 1951, for 
conspiring to transm

it secrets 
O

f th
e ato

m
 b

o
m

b
 to

 S
o

v
iet 

agents. T
hey w

ere executed in 
N

ew
 Y

ork's S
ing S

ing prison 
June 19. 1953. 
h
e k
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R
O

SE
N

B
E

R
G

S, From
 A

l 
th

em
 w

as G
reen

g
lass, w

h
o
 

pleaded guilty to a conspiracy 
in

d
ictm

en
t an

d
 ev

en
tu

ally
 

received a•15-year sentence. 
C

ritics of the governm
ent's 

case have contended over the 
y
ears in

 b
o
o
k
s an

d
 articles 

th
at G

reen
g

lass' sto
ry

 w
as 

fa
b

ric
a
te

d
 to

 fra
m

e
 th

e
 

R
osenbergs. 
G

reen
g
iass h

ad
 b

een
 an

 
A

rm
y

 m
ach

in
ist at th

e L
o

s 
A

lam
os, N

.M
., atom

ic bom
b 

laboratory in 1944 and 1945 
w

h
e
n
, c

o
u
rt te

stim
o
n
y
 

sh
o
w

ed
, h

e T
s recru

ited
 b

y
 

th
e R

o
sen

b
erg

s to
 su

p
p
ly

 
inform

ation for the R
ussians 

an
d
 su

b
seq

u
en

tly
 su

p
p
lied

 
sketches and descriptions of 
the device used in detonating 
the bom

b. 
P

r
io

r
 to

 th
e
 tr

ia
l, 

G
reenglass w

as interview
ed 

by an assistant U
.S

. attorney 
in N

ew
 Y

ork about m
eetings 

in 1944 and 1945 at w
hich he 

sa
id

 h
e
 h

a
d
 p

a
sse

d
 in

-
fo

rm
atio

n
 to

 Ju
liu

s R
o

sen
-

b
erg

. A
 tran

scrip
t o

f th
at 

in
terv

iew
 sh

o
w

s th
is ex

-
change: 

Q
. W

as E
thel present in any 

of these occasions? 
A

. N
ever. 

Q
. D

id
 E

th
el talk

 to
 y

o
u
 

about it? 
A

. N
ever spoke about it to 

m
e an

d
 th

at's a fact. A
sid

e 
fro

m
 try

in
g
 to

 p
ro

tect m
y
 

sister, b
eliev

e m
e th

at's a 
fact. 

A
t th

e trial, G
reen

g
lass 

testified that atone m
eeting in 

the R
osenbergs' apartm

ent he 
subm

itted secret inform
ation 

to Julius, w
ho insisted that it 

be typed up. "E
thel did the 

ty
p
in

g
 . . ." G

re
e
n
g
la

ss 
testified.  

term
itten

tly
 fo

r n
early

 1
2

 
h
o
u
rs, G

reen
g
iass at first 

appeared to say that it w
as his 

ow
n w

ife, R
uth, w

ho recruited 
him

 for espionage. 

A
 m

em
orandum

 w
ritten by 

a W
ash

in
g
to

n
 F

B
I o

fficial, 
A

.H
. B

elm
o
n
t, w

h
ile th

e 
questioning w

as under w
ay in 

N
ew

 Y
ork, reported this about 

G
reenglass' initial response: 

"G
reen

g
lass ad

m
its th

at h
e 

w
orked on the atom

 bom
b and 

that his w
ife, a C

om
m

unist, 
recru

ited
 h

im
 to

 g
iv

e in
-

form
ation to 'our allies' (the 

Soviet U
nion)." 

L
ater, d

u
rin

g
 th

e sam
e 

questioning, G
reenglass told 

F
B

I agents that it w
as Julius 

R
o

sen
b

erg
 w

h
o

 h
ad

 ask
ed

 
R

uth to recruit him
. T

he tw
o 

F
B

I agents w
ho questioned 

him
 w

rote in a footnote that 
"G

reenglass said he adm
itted 

th
is b

e
c
a
u
se

 h
e
 fe

lt in
-

vestigation w
ould reveal the 

true facts." 

A
nother F

B
I m

em
o on the 

first in
terv

iew
 states: "It 

should also be noted that at 
that tim

e G
reenglass claim

ed 
th

a
t h

e
 h

a
d
 n

o
 p

e
rso

n
a
l 

c
o
n
ta

c
t w

ith
 (J

u
liu

s
) 

R
o

se
n

b
e
rg

 c
o

n
c
e
rn

in
g

 
esp

io
n
ag

e activ
ities." S

u
b
-

sequently, the m
em

o states, 
G

re
e
n

g
la

ss im
p

lic
a
te

d
 

R
osenberg as the one w

ho got 
his w

ife R
uth to recruit him

. 

In
 n

o
n
e
 o

f th
e
 e

a
rly

 
• G

reenglass interview
s w

ith 
the 'F

B
I does he indicate that 

his sister, E
thel, w

as involved. 
In a full statem

ent on July 17, 
1950, a m

onth after his arrest, 
G

reenglass im
plicated Julius 

R
osenberg in detail, but did 

not m
ention E

thel. B
ut tw

o 
d

a
y

s
 la

te
r in

 a
n

o
th

e
r 

s
ta

te
m

e
n
t to

 th
e
 F

B
I, 

G
reenglass said that R

uth had 
told him

 that E
thel had also 

a
sk

e
d
 h

e
r to

 e
n
c
o
u
ra

g
e
 

G
reenglass to supply secret 

inform
ation on the bom

b. 

O
ther F

B
I m

em
os m

ake it 
clear that G

reenglass' law
yer, 

0. John R
ogge, hoped that his 

client w
ould be treated w

ith 
leniency if he cooperated w

ith 
the gov9rnm

ent. R
ogge told 

th
e
 g

o
v

e
rn

m
e
n

t th
a
t 

G
reenglass w

as prepared to 
im

plicate R
osenberg.. 

A
 m

em
o
 b

y
 F

B
I o

fficial 
D

.M
. L

add quotes R
ogge as 

say
in

g
 th

at " 	
. his client 

m
ight be able to furnish som

e 
h

elp
fu

l in
fo

rm
atio

n
 co

n
-

cern
in

g
 an

o
th

er su
b
ject, 

nam
ely his ow

n brother-in-
law

." 

C
ritics h

av
e ch

arg
ed

 th
at 

the governm
ent agreed before 

the trial to request leniency 
fo

r G
re

e
n

g
la

s
s
 if h

e
 

c
o
o
p
e
ra

te
d
 in

 a
c
c
u
sin

g
 

R
osenberg. M

em
os indicate, 

how
ever, that both the F

B
I 

and the Justice D
epartm

ent 
turned dow

n specific requests 
fo

r le
n
ie

n
t se

n
te

n
c
in

g
 

recom
m

endations. 
"a

r 

L
a
d
d
 w

ro
te

 in
 h

is
 

m
em

o
ran

d
u

m
 th

at h
e to

ld
 

R
ogge any deal on leniency 

w
ould have to be m

ade by the 
Justice D

epartm
ent, not by 

the FB
I. 

In another F
B

I m
em

o, then 
A

ssistant A
ttorney G

eneral 
Ja

m
e
s M

. M
c
In

e
rn

e
y

 is 
q
u
o
ted

 as say
in

g
 h

e n
ev

er 
agreed that the governm

ent 
w

ould recom
m

end a three-
year sentence for G

reenglass 
in

 e
x
c
h
a
n
g
e
 fo

r h
is

 
cooperation. M

cInerney had, 
how

ever, prom
ised that his 

cooperation w
ould be brought 

to
 th

e atten
tio

n
 o

f p
ro

p
er 

authorities w
hen G

reenglass 
ap

p
eared

 fo
r sen

ten
cin

g
. 

P
ro

secu
to

rs reco
m

m
en

d
ed

 
the 1-year sentence that w

as 
im

posed. 
M

cInerney also had agreed 
to recom

m
end an early parole 

for G
reenglass because of his 

testim
ony against his sister, 

E
thel, according to the F

B
I 

m
em

o
. 

W
hen first arrested O

n June 
15, 1950, and questioned in- 


