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DSWALD RIFLE--BUDGET 

BY JOSEN 	NOHBAT 

A8socuvrEp. p WRITER_ 

WASHINGTON, MAY 9 (AP)-THE RIFLE THAT KILLED PRESIDENT KENNEDY 

WOULD REMAIN IN GOVERNMENT HANDS FOREVER IF CONGRESS App 	S A DILL 

TO BE PROPOSED BY THE JUSTICE DEPARTMENT. 

THIS AND OTHER KEY EVIDENCE USED BY THE WARREN Com?,7I 	IN 

PINNING THE ASSASSINATION ON LEE HARVEY OSWALD WOULD G.,) 	THE 

NATIONAL ARCHIVES IF THE. ATTORNEY GENERAL DETERMINED I 	ENTION 

WOULD BE IN THE PUBLIC INTEREST. 

WHILE NO DECISION HAS YET BEEN MADE ABOUT WHAT ITEVS OF EVIDENCE 

THE GOVERMENT WILL WANT TO KEEP, AN AUTHORITATIVE FEDDR.AL SOURCE SAID 

IT WILL CERTAINLY INCLUDE THE 6.5-MILLImETER, ITALIAN-MADE, MAIL-ORDER 

RIFLE USED BY' OSWALD WHEN HE FIRED ON THE KENNEDY MOTORCADE IN DALLAS 

NOV..22, 1963. 

IT ALSO WILL INCLUDE THE 3g-CALIBER PISTOL WIELDED BY OSWALD IN 

THE FATAL SHOOTING OF DALLAS POLICEMAN J. D. TIPPITT ON THE DAY OF 
THE ASSASSINATION, THE SOURCE SAID. 

OSWALD'S WIFE, MARINA, AS ADMINISTRATOR OF HIS ESTATE, HAS BEEN 

OFFERED $10, 000 FOR THE TWO WEAPONS BY A GUN COLLECTOR--EVEN THOUGH 
THEY ARE STILL IN GOVERNMENT POSSESSION. 

UNDER THE BILL BEING DRAFTED BY THE JUSTICE DEPARTMENT, PERSONS 

WHOSE PROPERTY IS CLAIaD BY THE GOVERNMENT COULD SUE IN FEDERAL COURT 

FOR COMPENSATION. 

THE JUSTICE DEPARTMENT WILL BASE ITS PROPOSAL SOLELY ON THE 

ARGUMENT THAT BECAUSE THE ASSASSINATION WILL BE BURNED IN THE MEMORIES 

OF AMERICANS FOR GENERATIONS TO COME, THE KEY PHYSICAL EVIDENCE 

I SHOULD 2E MADE ABSOLUTELY SECURE SO THAT NO DOUBTS CAN BE RAISED 
ABOUT IT IN THE NEAR OR DISTANT 'FUTURE. 

EA2OUX 

"WE' WANT IT ALWAYS TO BE IN HANDS RESPONSIBLE TOTHE GOVERNMENT , 

I
SO TEAT NP QUESTIONS AS TO ITS AUTHENTICITY CAN 2E RAISED IF, FOR 

INSTANCE, THE INVESTIGATION IS EVER REOPENED," THE GOVERNMENT 

INFORMANT SAID, 

THE BILL RESULTED FROM A REQUEST BY THE NOWDISBANDED WARREN 

COMMISSION THAT THE JUSTICE DEPARTMENT SOLVE THEPROBLEm OF WHAT 

TO DO WITH Tilt -EVIDENCE IT EXAMINED iN ITS - 10•..MONTH INVESTIGATION, 



THE GOVERNMENT DOES NOT CONTEMPLATE THAT 'THE WEAPONS AND OTTIR 

EVIDENCE WOULD:BE PLACED ON -pUBLIC DISPLAY BY THE _ARCHIVES. 

"WE THINK PHYSICAL EVIDENCE RELATING DIRECTLY TO THE CRIME ITSELF 

SHOULD BE PRESERVED UNDER ABSOLUTE SECURITY SO THATNTREPUBLIC MAY 

ALWAYS BE ASSURED :OF ITS NATURE AND CHARACTER," THE OFFICIAL SAID, 

THE DEPARTMENT -HAS DETER TINED THAT It HAS NO POWER TO CLAIM 
vs.rt -L—H—eF 	. 

FORFEITURE OF THE PROPERTY:EY ITS OWNERS, HE ADDED, 	 Pe% 

!'PEOPLE ARE ENTITLED'TO BE PAID FOR IT," HE SAID. "THE COURTS 

WILL DETERMINE HOWMUCH, BUT IT'S. HORRIBLE TO IMAqINE THAT THE 

INSTRUI1ENTSOFSUCH A HEINOUS CRIMECOULDRESULT IN A WINDFALL TO. 

ANYONE," 

THE MURDER WEAPON ANb OTHER PRIME EVIDENCE NOW.LIE IN AN FBI 

STORAGE VAULT. THE WARREN COMiSSION'S . WORKING PAPERS ALREADY HAVE 

BEEN TURNED OVER TO THE ARCHIVES, 

WE11SPEDE 


