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|[Ex-Governor of

Florida Urges |

Southerners to Muifle Bigots

Special to The New York Times,

WASHINGTON, Dec. 3—Le-
roy Collins, former Governor of

. |Florida, urged Southerners to-
‘|night to tell “the bloody-shirt

wavers to climb down off the
buckboards of bigotry.”

Mr, Collins, president of the
National Association of Broad-
casters, said the South must
become a full partner in a na-
tion in which racial justice is
recognizad as “a national com-
mitment and & national neces:
sity.”

He also said that non-South-

‘|erners should cease to reject

leadership in the South auto-
matically, Instead, he said, his
leadership should be regarded
“as a valuable resource in the
role America must play in

i |meeting the challenge of his-
‘tory.”

His remarks were made in

‘|a speech prepared for delivery

to the Greater Columbia Cham-

‘|ber of Commerce in Columbia,

S. C., and released by the as-
sociation's headquarters here.

Asks National Unity

Mr. Collins sounded the theme
of national unity that has been
heard fraquently in the South

-|since the assassination of Ken-

nedy in Dallas. He said he had
récast his remarks in light of
that tragedy ‘“because my con-
sclence grew heavy with the

‘|long promise of history.”

Mr, Collins said he did not
like it when others spoke of
Southernsrs “as if they are not
human oparts of the TUnited
States.”

“But the prime reason they
do this,” he declared, “is that
for too long we have permitted
the South’s own worst ene-
mies to speak for it

“We have allowed the ex-
tremists to speak for the South
--the very ones whom we in
the South have had to strug-
gle in our towns and in our
state capitals for much of the
progress ‘we have made.” )

“How long are the majority
of Southerners going to allow

‘|themselves to be caricatured be-
fore the nation by these Clag-

horns?’ "1e asked.
“How many Sunday school

tichildren have to be dynamited

to death? How .many Negro
leaders have to be shot in the
back? Eow many Governors

have to be shot in the chest?
How many Presidents have to
be assassinated?”

Mr. Collins said the estah-
lishment of racial justice in the
South and the North was not
easy, but was nevertheless a
necessity. '

He declared:

“The advancement of all
rights of national citizenship,

as we well know, will occur
with the overt aid of the na-
tional Government -if local citi-
zens and local and state govern-
ments do not meve effectively
to accomplish this on their own.

People Are Misled

“Yet, too many politicians
down our way have been hood-
winking the people on the civil
rights issue. They have heen
trying to pretend, for their own
personal and political advan-
tage, that the changes which
are coming over the hill really
are not there.

“They talk defensively of
‘states’ rights’ when they and
we well know that there can
be no such thing as a state's
right to default on a national
duty.”

Mr. Collins said the princi-
ple “that all men are ecreated
equal” was not an empty cliche.

“It is a mighty idea that is
the keystone of our nation's
whole - medning and perpetual
commitments,” he asserted, “It
is the basic idea which sup-
ports the dignity of man as
an individual. It is an idea that
can never be stopped—mnot by
custom, not by prejudice, not
by hate, not by murder, not
by armies, not by any mortal
force. !

"It may be thwarted, it may

be delayed, its triumph may bhe

at great cost and sacrifice, but

it will keep coming on and on,

for it has the invincibility *of

simple  truth, justice . and-
right.”

Mr, Colling continued:

“I say to you tonight that
above all else it is the: moral
duty of our generation to plow
under racial injustices every-
where in the United States, and

along after us and reside in f
this green part of our old plan- |
et.” : 4

to plant new opportunities for |
the generations which will come |
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pears fo be decreasing, cem-
etery ‘officials reported yes-
terday. Some have Ileft
flowers. )
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