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‘IRRATIONAL A-CTION BY AN INDIVIDUAL'
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Warren board will report.

HE WARREN Commission was re-

ported March 29 to be “convinced it
has received most of the pertinent in-
formation” and ready to begin writing
its report on President Kennedy's assas-
sination, despite a growing body of evi-
dence and speculation that chanenges
the official account.

The commission let the press know
that it “is well aware of the persistent
rumors, many ‘of which got into 'print
abroad, that the shootings hoth of Ken-
nedy and the man aceused of killing him,
Lee Harvey Oswald, 24; were” part of-a
political ~ plat.” Th ‘addition, aoeondi&g
to the commission, its report will “dispel
any such ideas” by officially. conéb.lding
that the’ assassination was “an irrational
attlon by an dndividual” since the ease
against-Oswald “dacks a motive explic-
able by the workings of an ordinary

mind.”

On March 28, the commission heard
W. W. Scoggins, Helen Maikham, Bat-
bara Jeanette Davis and Ted Callaway—
all of whom, according to commission
member Allen Dulles, saw Oswald “in

. the vicinity"” when patrolman J. D. Tip-

pit was killed. Dulles said that onlv one
of the witnesses, whom he did not asine,
testified that he had seen Dswald fie at
fhe policemun.

Meanwhile, Dallas District Attorney
Henry Wade revealed ithat he knew of

~more than three witnesses who swore

they had seerr Ritby and Oswald together

‘before President Kennedy's assassina-

tion, but said that he had decided not to
use their testimony during the Ruby
trial. *“I knméw that three of them had
falled lie -detector tests,” Wade said
March 18, -and added that he doubted

the accuracy of their statements.

‘OFFICIAL’ BOOK: The Kennedy fam-
ily announced March 26.that Mrs. John|
F. Eennedy had selected William Man-
chester, managing editor of the Wes-
leyan . University Press at Middletown,
Conn., to write the “authorized and ex-|
cluslve” book about the Nov. 22 assassi-'
nation. A press release made available:
at Robert ¥. Kennedy’s Justice Depart-
ment said that “because versions of what
occurred Nov. 20-25 already have ap-
peared” and others are in préparation,
the Kennedy family authorized Man-
chester to write the account “in the in-
terest -of historical accuracy and to pre-
vent distortion and sensationalism.” The
book will appear in three to five years
and Will be published by Harper & Row
(also publisher of President Kennedy's |
“Profiles in Courage” and Ted Sorenson's |
forthcoming book about the late Presi-
dent). The eompany said it would donate
profits above Manchesteér's less t;hsm|
$560,000 advance and a “moderate return’”
on its investment to the Kennedy Me-
morial Library at Harvard.

Manchester, the author of Portrait |
of a President—an aneedotal and im- |
pressionistic picture of Kennedy—has
also written biographical studies of the
Rockefeller family and H, L. Mencken
as well as four novels, including The
Long Gainer and Beard the Lion. He is
formerl* correspondent for the Baltimore

| Sun.
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