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40 (Schurmen) e+« There are very notable omissions...., I'1ll just mention one of
them. 41l the analyses get remarkadly vague right around the period of the Lennedy
assassination, even though we Imow that there were very important docuvments on
Vietnam included in that collection.

'0c1uehbsi talk about a Fathet Lao invasion of liay of 64, when
o such invasion occurred, or if it did it was in response to

e; they talk asbout the second Tonkin Gulif incident as if it
of us believe that it didn't.....

66 (Speaker?) [The :
most of us believe that :

provocations from our sid
“9911¢ occurred, and many

+

e p_.

o
Cn

(Schurmamn}  If you read [Weil] Sheehar's articles and you read the documents
not Jjust in the Times but in other publications, one thing comes out very clear,
namely, that according to ilational Security Council directive 273, formulabed four days
after the assassination, on liov, 26th, on the basis of a meeting ... that occurred
two days before in the White louse, that is Swunday, Lon] the morning before even
Lee Harvey Uswald was assassinated, a major document, committing the United States to
vhat in effect would be victory in Vietnam, was authorized.

115 (Schurmann)  What is rather prominently mentioned in the documents - excuse ne,
not prominently merntioned but mentioned and not enough detail gone into - is the fact
that the ... Xennedy edministration adopted a vrogram for the withdrawal of troops from
Vietnam which was publicly announced on October 2nd, 196%, for the Tirst time, a plan
which, according to the Christian Science lonitor, was started o be forrulated in
June 1962 at the time of the agreement for the neutralizetion of LaoS.....

On November 20th, itwo days before the assassintion, a very important lonclulu
conference took place...... 4t that Honolulu conference only one public announcement
was made, that the United States would withdraw a thousand troops by December 1963,
«-++ A thousand troops were not withdrawn (Sheehan called it an accounting operation -
they sent in as many new troops as they pulled out)...... How, vhat iennedy had in
mind, as far as withdrawal from Vietnam is concerncd, we don't know.....

The point I wented to make here ... |is that] the tallr of withdrawal peters out,
there's a weak reaffirmation of it in 1i5C273 four days after the assassination, a few
more very wealk references to it subsequently, end by the spring of that year it's
completely forgotten.....

The no;nu I wanted to make here is,that ... Honolulu conference of liov. 20th,
1863, LU&SJ attended by every major cff101a1 inclvding Dean idusk and Hobert ‘trange

vicilamara, with one excention - John icCone, the head of the CIa. he was not there

explicitly not there, although iicCone plays & very key role imsediately after the
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assassination in the conferences with Johnson on Vietnam.  HeCone is e very hard-
liner, completely in favor of 344 Ops Loperaticn plan, 1964, covering covert zround,
alr and sez raids ageinst Lorth Vietnam| and sort of hard-line operations.

The key point here is Lthat| on what obviously, if not & reverszl of policy, Lis]
certainly a rather remarkable shift of policy that occurred right at the time of the
sennedy assassination, these documents and the analytical articles are very, very

silent; they gloss over them.

(Schurmann) S0 you could say, with the transfer of power that occurred as a
result of the assassination, the military group (symbolized by Xrulelc and of coursethe
wnole military chain of command, JCS and CINPAC in Honolulu) ... won out. In other
words, in thal power strugzle centering around the assassination period, the military
group won out against vhatever kind of group that Kennedy ha gathered around himself
that was involved in the plot against Iiem.

(Epeaxer?) I think that where Peter was right, it's the covert side of the
operation that was Lennedy's contribution to this effort, and it was the nation-
building and all that paraphenalia that was part of it, too. But the military
becomes very invclved in that crucial period with Kennedy's assassinstion - I mean
that's vhere you start to see it really emerging in the documentation. Ve don't lmow
too much about that vet.

(Schurmann) Cne thing that's always struck me is the rapidity with which the
meeting wes held, that is to say, two days after the assassination.....

(Northwood} Is it clear at whose request this meeting was held ... ?

(Schurmenn) Lo, that doesn't come clear in the documents... Vhet has always
struck me is the urgency, and this brings us back to the South Vietnamese situation

{Speaker?) What's happening from the essassination of Diem to the assassination
of wernedy - what's going on in that period, both within Vietnam and (in] policy
debates?

(Speaker?) That's where there's an absolute zero gap in a8ll the documents.

(Bchurmanu) The absolute zero gap in all the documents. In today's sccount in
the Few Tork Times that I read very, very quidicly ... Hedrick Smith sort of end
the Diem assassination and the documents have Lodge's last conversations with Dien by

e

phone - and then I8C273 four days after the assassination.

(Spesker?)  It's quite conceivable to me thet some of the reople wno compiled
the Fentagon papers did not have access tc & lot of the intelligence covert operations
hat were being worked on at this period, which is a very crucial period for the
undercover Worki.....

(Sehurmarm)  The Ionolulu conference docunents must have been in the renbagon...

(Speaker?) les, we have documents of the June 64 Honolulu conference, whv not
the Hov. 20th, 1963, conference?

(Speaker?) It doesn't seem to re, from what we've said so far that the
situation Nov. 26th was any less or more critical than iov. 15, and why is it that
not wntil after the sennedy assassination all of a sudden this meeting is celled with
such urgency? I the situation was so critical within Vietnam itself prior to that?

(Speaker?) I'd like to be blunter about it. I think that a srowp of people
met in Honolulu Hov. 20th, the Wednescay, and decided that things were essentially
all right and the Council on Foreign Helations' history for that wear says that they
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proceeded quietly to implement plans for withdrewal.  And then the following Sunday,
two days after the assassination, the same people met again in Washington, lmowing the

same factes, dealing with the sane reports, and somehow the valance of power had
shifted within that grouo of people ... there's no new input of material at ell.
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\ochurmann,)  lclemara goes back to South Vietnan in Merch 1964 and he stops in

sonolulu to talk to the CINCPAC people. Then when he comes bacik he issuss a series

to the liational Security Council, to be adopted. It doesn't
gay 80 explicitly but the implication is thet this is a scenaric, sort of going from
1 to 12, first you do 1 and then you do 2 and then 3 and 4 until you get to 12.

And Ho. 12 - 1t's all in the documents bhe imp ntetion of preparations
for Laotian-Cambedian border control operations, and preparations for aerial
bombardment of Horth Vietnon., The covert operations have been FOLNg on, anyvviay.

Lo and behold what hapvens: ISC when it weets the following day adopts another
directive, LSC 288, which adopts recommendation Ho. 12. Iit's right there in the
documents. Ho. 12 is imrediately adopted. In other words, whet lcliamara envisaged
as the last of that scenario.

The picture of liclamars that comes out is conplicated. I don't see him as a
tragic figure; I don't see any of these people as tragic figures. But it's a man
who opens the door little by little, and the heavies Just crush right through.
sither they fee’ they can control it, or their fentastic intelligence will do it, bui
once the door is opened one millimeter, you lmow, they come crashing through.
lly Teeling is that there is & whole CI4 story that doesn't come out, because asz Peter
says, there are no CIA documents in this. But there certainly are military documents,
and they show as I say the military crashing through. And by larch of 1964 the
essential decisions had been made thet led irrevocably to Tonldin, and then beyond that
to the wider war.

(Northwood) Franz, you mentioned bBefore we began that there's verv little
mention of China in the documents themselves. Is this something that comes to bear
here?”

(Sehurmann) Well, it gets to the omissions - if you Just go back and look at
Time, Hewseek and so on, ther were saying - not only talking about Chinese

xpansionism but saying that We'll show the Chinese we're not a paper tiger. That
was in 1964, A-ericans and South Vietnamese seying it..... There had to heve been
diszcussions on Chine, not just in the State Department but in the JCS. The word
China probably appears ... a couple of dozen times in the whole docuzments, but there's
not one document nor anything in the analysis thei suggests ... |[incomplete sentence .
The ouly thing that's come out, by the w v, was what Senator Gravel was reading:
Dean Rusk saying that if the Chinese come in we'll use tactical nultes agsinst then.
seve. hnd Admiral Felt said that, too, in the Honolul: conference of Bhuvewe: o
there's that whole area of omission.

[Program ends at 57C. |



